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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  several 
District  Councils  whose  Reports  follow: 


Gentlemen^ 

In  presenting  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report  for  the  Bucklow^ 
Biddulph,  and  Knvtsford  Districts^  and  fifteenth  for  the  Winsford 
District^  my  first,  and  most  obvious,  duty  is  to  thank  you,  with 
unfeigned  sincerity,  for  the  unanimity  with  which  you  requested 
me  to  continue  to  serve  you,  when  at  the  first  meetings  which  you 
respectively  held  in  ,1910  I asked  you  to  consider  the  possible 
desirability  of  a change,  as  later  set  out  in  the  prefatory  letter  to 
my  Volume  of  Reports  on  the  work  of  the  previous  year. 

1 do  not  know  that  you  have  had  any  reason  to  regret  it;  and  I 
greatly  appreciate  your  continued  confidence. 

There  are  several  matters  ivhich  I should  like  to  discuss  with 
you,  which  do  not  seem  to  fall  properly  within  the  limits  of  an 
official  Annual  Report;  I propose  therefore,  if  time  permits,  to 
embody  them  in  an  independent  paper,  which  I hope  to  be  able  to 
lay  before  you  at  the  end  of  this  Volume. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  GARSTANG. 

January  22nd,  1911. 
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TABLE  1. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1910. 

> 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Living. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Principal 

Epidemic 

Diseases. 

i^Cd.lUb 

under 

I Year  to 
1,000  Births. 

Crude. 

Cor- 

rected.* 

England  and  Wales  ... 

! 24*8 

13-4 

13*4 

0-99 

106 

77  Great  Towns 

i 25-0 

13-4  1 

i 14-3 

1-23 

115 

136  Small  Towns 

1 23-7 

12-4 

12-9 

0-88 

104 

England  and  Wales  less 
the  213  Towns 

}25*0 

1 

13-6 

12-8 

0-74 

1 

96 

Bucklow  Rural 

i 19-3 

9-7 

0*31 

64 

Biddulpb  Urban 

33*5 

10-7 

0-26 

98 

Knutsford  Urban 

19-5 

10-5 

0-70' 

90 

Winsford  Urban 

26-7 

1 

12*4 

0-84 

84 

* The  corrected  death-rates  are  the  rates  which  would  have  been  recorded  had  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  populations  of  the  several  areas  been  identical  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  enumerated  in  1901. 


(See  also  Table  on  page  5). 
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TABLE  2. 

DETAILS  OF  DEATH  RATES  1910. 


DEATHS  FROM 

Bucklow 

Rural. 

Bicldulph 

Urban. 

Knutsford 

Urban. 

i 

Winsford 

Urban. 

Seven  Principal  Zy- 
motic Diseases 

} 

0-31 

0*26 

0*70 

0-84 

Other  Infections  Diseases 

0*04 

— - 

— 

— 

Phthisis... 

• • • 

0-40 

— 

0-88 

0-28 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  ... 

} 

0*18 

0-26 

— 

0-56 

Influenza 

0*22 

— 

— 

0-09 

Respiratory  Diseases 

0-97 

1-70 

P23 

1-96 

Heart  Disease  ... 

1-72 

0-92 

1*58 

2-05 

Violence 

0-4() 

0*39 

0-35 

0-28 

Alcoholism 

0*22 

— 

0-17 

0-2  S 

Cancer  ... 

0-88 

0-39 

()T8 

1-02 

Infantile  Deaths  not 
included  above 

}■ 

POl 

2*39 

1-58 

1 1-40 

1 

Senile  Deaths  not  in- 
cluded above 

j 

2-11 

3-02 

1-93 

1 ’58 

Miscellaneous  ... 

1-22 

1-42 

1-95 

2-05 

9-68 

10-75 

10-55 

12*39 

(See  also  Table  on  page  4). 
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TABLE  3, 

Comparison  of  Rates  for  past  Thirty  Years, 


1 

. 

1 

i 

'V 

^ 1 

Gh 

c® 

'A 

rH 

-1-3 

OD 

I 

o 

G 

1 

:5 

S j 

Average  1878-1887j 

— 

— 

— 

39-8 

O 

,,  1888-18971 

— 

33  0 

29*9 

34-3 

c3 

„ 1898-1907| 

21-8 

34-9 

25*5 

31-5 

1908 

21-2 

34-3 

26*4 

2o*9 

1909 

18*9 

33T 

20-1 

2d'3 

1910 

19-3 

33*5 

19-j 

26-7 

Average  1878-1887 

1 

18-9 

16-0 

18-6 

„ 1888-1897 

— 

15-6 

13*9 

16-3 

„ 1898-1907 

12-7 

lo*6 

lo-l 

14-.3 

ci 

<V 

1908 

IIT 

12-0 

12-3 

lo*4 

c 

1909 

11*6 

16-0 

11-1 

13-3 

1910 

9-7 

10-7 

10*D 

! 12*4 

qJ 

Average  1878-1887 

M 

3-0 

„ 1888-1897 

— 

1-9 

1*2 

1-7 

„ 1898-1907 

0-9 

1-7 

1-2 

1*6 

S 

a» 

1908 

1‘0 

2-3 

’ 1-2 

2-0 

Q 

1909 

! 0*3 

1-0 

0-0 

T4 

1910 

i 0*3 

1 0-3 

0-7 

! 0-8 

Average  1878-1887 

1 101 

1 

; 144 

„ 1888-1897 

1 — 

136 

143 

1 144 

G C«  5 

v2  be 

„ 1898-1907 

107 

131 

120 

i 126 

1908 

100 

87 

81 

i 156 

1909 

60 

127 

96 

112 

1 1910 

64 

98 

90 

! 84 
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GENERAL  SUBJECTS. 


Printing. — In  consequence  of  the  practical  difficulty  of  print- 
ing the  Official  Tables,  with  all  their  “ Notes,”  on  pages  of  this 
size,  the  “ Notes  ” are  (as  before)  omitted  from  the  Tables,  to 
give  more  room  for  the  figures  ; and,  as  they  have  been  printed 
in  full  in  previous  Reports,  they  will  on  this  occasion  be  omitted 
altogether. 

Instructions. — The  official  Memorandum  which  is  annually 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  giving  instructions 
as  to  the  preparation  of  Reports,  has  been  carefully  observed  ; 
but  in  small  Districts,  which  have  no  striking  “ physical 
features,”  it  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  omit  the  formality  of 
repetition  on  such  points.  The  necessity  of  obeying  a further 
instruction  to  complete  the  Reports  within  two  (or  at  most 
three)  months,  will  compel  me  to  be  very  brief  on  many  points, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  discuss  adequately  those  which  appear  to 
myself  to  be  most  important. 

Arrangement. — I propose  to  follow  my  usual  plan,  that  is,  to 
write  first  a certain  number  of  paragraphs,  which  are  intended 
to  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  each  of  the  individual 
Reports  which  follow.  The  matter  in  the  first  Report  is 
arranged  on  the  plan  previously  adopted ; but  in  the  subsequent 
Reports  this  is  altered  to  agree  with  the  arrangement  in  the 
L.G.B.  Order  of  13th  December,  1910,  Art.  14.  Any  subjects 
omitted  are  inapplicable  to  the  District  under  consideration, 
or  because  I have  no  means  of  obtaining  information,  or  for 
other  similar  reason. 

This  year  it  is  the  turn  of  the  Knutsford  Report  to  be  written 
first ; the  others  will  follow  in  the  usual  order. 

1910. — The  general  death-rate  in  each  of  my  Districts  is  the 
lowest  recorded  for  that  District,  and  all  are  below  the  Rates  for 
England  and  Wales  (Table  L),  which  is  a remarkable  and 
fortunate  circumstance,  and  stamps  the  year  with  a character 
of  its  own.  Infectious  diseases  have  not  been  unusually 
prevalent ; save  for  an  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  in  Knutsford 
in  the  third  Quarter.  Epidemic  diarrhoea  has  been  very  rare  ; 
and  the  infantile  mortality  figures  are  all  good. 


THE  OFFICIAL  TABLES. 


These  are  the  same  as  for  tlie  previous  year.  In  many 
Districts  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Table  issued  by  the 
Home  Office,  will  require  laborious  compilation,  and  will  be  of 
primary  importance.  iMy  Districts  however  are  singularly  free 
from  the  special  trade  conditions  towards  which  it  is  directed. 

ESTIMATES  OF  POPULATION. 

These  have  been  made  with  scrupulous  care,  so  far  as  is 
possible  in  the  absence  of  exact  information.  In  the  Urban 
Districts  1 rely  upon  an  enumeration  of  inhabited  houses,  made 
from  the  rate-book  ; and  multiply  the  total  by  the  number  of 
inhabitants  per  house  as  actually  enumerated  at  the  last  Census. 

In  the  Kural  District  this  plan  is  not  so  feasible  on  account  of 
the  number  of  Townships,  viz.:  30,  each  with  a separate  rate- 
book. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  population  hardly 
varies,  and  my  estimate  is  based  upon  this  supposition  ; an 
annual  increase  being  made  corresponding  to  the  number  of  new 
houses  known  to  have  been  erected. 

INTER-NOTIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  OF  NON-RESIDENTS. 

This  has  been  systematically  carried  out  during  1910.  With- 
out enumerating  the  details  I may  just  say  that  1 have  sent  85 
notices  and  received  40  ; (including  21  inter-communications 
between  my  own  Districts)  ; making  a total  in  11  years  of  841 
sent  and  286  received. 

The  largeness  of  these  figures  is  of  course  dependent  on  the 
increasing  number  and  size  of  the  Public  Institutions  in  the 
Bucklow  and  Knutsford  Districts.  But  there  are  also  a small 
number  of  deaths  which  occur  purely  by  chance  in  the  Districts 
without  in  any  sense  belonging  to  them  ; such  as  bodies  found 
in  the  river  at  Northenden,  or  in  the  Ship  Canal  at  Partington; 
street  accidents  ; and  so  forth.  When  1 send  notice  of  these  to 
the  District  in  which  the  })erson  was  actually  residing  at  the 
time  of  death,  I feel  justified  in  excluding  them  from  my  Tables. 

PHTHISIS  AND  TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 

For  several  years  I have  compiled  a Table  of  deaths  and  Kates, 
which  I shall  now  discontinue,  as  it  has  served  its  purpose.  The 
death-rate  has  been  shewn  to  be  practically  steady  at  1*0,  two- 
thirds  being  due  to  phthisis,  and  one-third  to  other  tuberculous 
diseases.  At  the  same  time  1 believe  that  a gradual  improve^ 
nient  is  taking  })lace,  and  that  it  will  become  more  marked  in 
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each  succeeding  year,  owing  to  the  great  efforts  that  are  now 
being  made  by  various  bodies  to  disseminate  information  and 
to  arouse  the  public  attention. 

voluntary  notification  of  phthisis. 

This  Table  also  may  be  discontinued,  as  it  merely  records 
continued  failure.  The  propriety  of  asking  or  expecting  a 
medical  practitioner  to  notify  a case  without  the  consent  of  the 
})atient,  is  open  to  very  grave  doubt,  and  the  profession  seems  to 
have  made  up  its  mind  not  to  do  it.  Cases  where  consent  is 
given  are  so  rare  that  they  need  not  be  taken  into  account. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

TABLE  4. 


Notifications. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Bucklow  R.  ... 

39 

46 

107 

240 

182 

79 

65 

59 

46 

106 

96 

Biddiilph  U.... 

20 

22 

24 

15 

39 

25 

55 

17 

7 

118 

26 

Knutsford  U. 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

25 

12 

5 

6 

70 

18 

WinsfordU.... 

42 

40 

43 

267 

31 

47 

197 

47 

oo 

39 

147 

101 

108 

174 

522 

252 

176 

329 

128 

81 

333 

287 

Middlewich  U. 

0 

9 

1 

123 

24 

53 

67 

31 

18 

23 

12 

North wich  R. 

270 

162 

95 

Notifications. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

'1906 

1907 

1908 

1 

19091910 

Bucklow  R. ... 

158 

102 

97 

117 

108 

106 

72 

105 

206 

123 

Biddulph  U.... 

21 

13 

28 

50 

30 

47 

22 

30 

41 

21 

Knutsford  U. 

17 

8 

25 

17 

14 

57 

64 

14 

9 

60 

Wiijsford  U.... 

93 

44 

23 

43 

51 

38 

80 

280 

468 

79 

289 

167 

173 

227 

203 

1 00 
i;^ 

238 

429 

724 

283 

Middlewich  U. 

8 

35 

26 

80 

61 

47 

56 

19 

72 
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TABLE  5. 


Notifications  in  1910. 


Estimated 

Population.  | 

i 

Scarlet  Fever,  j 

Diphtlieria.  | 

Enteric  Fever. ! 

1 

Puerperal 

• Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

Caso-rate  per 

1000  of  popula- 

tion. 

Bucklow  R. 

23681 

94 

14 

6 

1 

8 

123 

5-2 

Biddulpb  U.  

7628 

15 

2 

4 

0 

0 

21 

2-7 

Knutsford  U.  ... 

6059* 

21  ! 

0 

37 

0 

2 

60 

9-9 

Winsford  U. 

10732 

55 

8 

0 

1 

14 

7Sf 

7-3 

48100 

185 

24 

47 

2 

24 

282 

5-9 

^Excluding  the  Gaol. 

tExcluding  one  notification  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 


Table  4 was  originally  compiled  with  the  hope  that  it  would  in 
course  of  time  afford  some  statistical  evidence  of  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases  by  modern  sanitary  administration,  including 
hospital  treatment.  Unfortunately  for  that  hope,  it  rather  seems 
to  prove  an  increase  of  cases. 

It  does  not  and  cannot  however  show  what  is  even  more 
important,  namely,  that  disease,  especially  scarlet  fever,  is  of  a 
far  milder  type  than  formerly,  and  that  the  percentage  of  deaths 
(in  all  notifiable  diseases)  is  steadily  hilling. 

Table  4 therefore  is  not  to  be  taken  as  anything  but  a record 
of  numbers,  Avhose  distribution  in  different  localities  in  different 
years  affords  many  interesting  and  curious  points  for  the  con- 
sideration of  any  reader  who  cares  to  study  it. 

Table  5 shows  that  except  for  a little  scarlet  fever,  and  the 
one  localised  enteric  outbreak,  1910  has  not  been  at  all  a bad 
year. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Six  of  the  “ seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  ” are,  this  year, 
in  evidence. 
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TABLE  6. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  1910. 

! 

Srnall-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

! 

Whooping  Congh. 

1 i 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

! 

Rate.  j 

Bucklow  R.  ... 

0 

0 

1 

1 1 

' 1 

j 

d 

1 

1 

1 7 

0-3 

Biddulph  U.  ... 

0 

1 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0-3 

Knutsford  U. ... 

1 0 

0 

0 

; 4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0-7 

Winsford  U.  ... 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

6 

9 

0-9 

0 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

8 

22 

1 

: 0-5 

i 

Table  6 confirms  the  conclusiori  deduced  from  Table  5. 
C'omparing  the  two  Tables  it  appears  that  only  2 deaths 
occurred  among  185  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  2 among  24  of 
diphtheria,  5 among  47  of  enteric  fever,  and  5 among  a large 
unknown  number  of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 

In  previous  years  the  figures  have  been 


1900 

56 

1-2 

1901 

61 

1-3 

1902 

60 

1*3 

1903 

59 

1*3 

1904 

69 

1*5 

1905 

82 

17 

1906 

58 

I ’2 

1907 

32 

0*6 

1908 

75 

... 

1*5 

1909 

36 

07 

infantile  mortality. 

TABLE  7. 


No.  of  Deaths 
under  one  year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Proportion  of 
Deaths  to  looo 
Births. 

Bucklow  ... 

28 

439 

64 

Biddulph 

i 

256 

98 

Knutsford 

10 

111 

90 

Winsford 

24 

287 

84 

I 
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These  figures  are  the  best  I have  ever  been  able  to  quote. 
Absence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  the  summer  is  undoubtedly  the 
main  factor;  but  I venture  to  hope  also  that  some  small 
improvement  may  be  due  to  the  'work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
(where  employed),  and  to  an  increasing  knowledge  of  domestic 
hygiene  among  mothers  and  nurses  in  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
community. 

VACCINATION. 

That  systematic  vaccination  is  the  sole  cause  of  the  practical 
disappearance  of  small-pox  is  the  belief  of  every  educated 
scientist  all  over  the  world.  It  is  astonishing  that  Parliament 
in  this  country  should  hare  passed  the  Acts  of  1898  and  1907, 
the  latter  of  which  actually  encourages  the  practice  of  neglect- 
ing the  safeguard  of  vaccination  of  infants.  The  number  of 
unprotected  members  of  the  community  is  now  increasing  at  a 
rapid  rate  ; and  in  some  future  year,  sooner  or  later,  the  price 
will  be  paid  in  widespread  disease  and  death  with  the  attendant 
sulfering  and  expense. 

T.  W.  H.  GARSTANQ. 


February  2n<l,  1911. 
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Knutsford  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1910. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  4,663. 

(4,266  exclusive  of  Workhouse  and  Qaol). 

Population  at  Census  1901,  5,172. 

(4,686  exclusive  of  strangers  in  Public  Institutions). 

Increase,  420. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1910,  6,611. 

(51689  exclusive  of  strangers). 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  1,760 — 42=1,718. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  966.  ^ At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*85./  1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District:  H.M.  Prison. 
Union  Workhouse. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District:  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Baguley ; Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
and  other  Hospitals. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
None. 

Workhouse  (Bucklow  Union).  Situated  in  this  District. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  19*5. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  10*5. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  0 7. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  90. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*17577. 


TABLE  8. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  1.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 


Population  estim- 

Ututh'S. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

io  3.0 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 
ing to  the 
District. 

ated  to  Middle 

Under 

I Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

"3  ,2 

^ "a  ® 

T a.  0 

"•5  "i: 

• 

Vear. 

Gross  Popula-  I 
tion  including 
Workhouse  and 
Gaol. 

Nett  Population 
excluding 
Workhouse  and 
Gaol.  1 

0 

3 

Kate. 

Number. 

1 Rate  per 

1 1000  Kirths 

1 registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

-5.2 

II® 

rt  = 
c 

H 

0 c *-■ 

° s = 

Q ^'5 

‘jr  js 

o.E^ 

"S 

fe  n 

q.^-B 

Number. 

Rate. 

1900 

5148 

4644 

130 

28*0 

17 

131 

154 

88 

76 

82 

177 

1901 

5^72 

4686 

124 

26*4 

14 

113 

131 

68 

61 

70 

14-9 

1902 

5306 

4738 

126 

266 

8 

63 

103 

53 

48 

3 

58 

12-2 

1903 

5512 

4780 

137 

287 

21 

153 

126 

70 

63 

I 

71 

14-8 

1904 

5639 

4850 

129 

26-6 

18 

139 

128  i 

57 

49 

79 

163 

1905 

5755 

4900 

II7 

23*8 

12 

103 

123  ! 

65 

55 

66 

13-5 

1906 

5825 

4950 

no 

22*2 

7 

64 

II7  1 

71 

55 

3 

65 

13-1 

1907 

6179 

5510 

124 

23*3 

12 

97 

99 

46  1 

39  1 

2 

62 

1 17 

1908 

6511 

5600 

148 

26*4 

12 

81 

145 

1 

92 

76 

69 

12*3 

1909 

6613 

5686 

II4 

20T 

1 1 

96 

133 

84 

71 

I 

63 

IIT 

S 12  0 

S' 

i 

1 

[ 

< S' 

5766 

5014 

126 

25-2 

^3  , 

104 

126 

69 

1 

59 

* 

68 

13*8 

1910 

6611 

5689 

III 

19*5 

10 

90 

115 

61 

53 

3 

60 

10-5 

TABLK  9. — (Local  (jovcnnnent  Board  Table  II.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  sej)arate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  K NUTS  FORD  (UBBAN). 
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TABLE  10. — (Local  Government  Board  Table  111.) 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  11. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Re- 
sidents” belonging  to  Lo- 
calities, whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

c 12  d.y 
(A  ~ c .ti 

1a 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i. 

I and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

0 

H 

Workhousej 

Gaol 

Total  De 

whetherofR 

I or  non  “Res 

in  Public  I 

tions  in  the  ] 

Small-pox  

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

... 

Diphtheria 

Croup 

1 Typhus 

B'ever  < Enteric 

4 

I 

3 

4 

f Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  ... 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 

I 

Enteritis 

Gastritis  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas  

1 

I 

I 

Phthisis  

5 

I 

I 

3 

4 

I 

*8 

Other  T uberculous  Diseases 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

I 

I 

I 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

I 

I 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ) 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ^ 

I 

1 

I 

I 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  ... 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

7 

7 

7 

Parturition 

Heart  Diseases  

9 

4 

5 

7 

2 

9 

Accidents  ... 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Suicides 

. • • 

1 

Debility,  &c 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Convulsions,  &c 

I 

I 

I 

Cerebral  Diseases 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

”6 

Old  Age 

7 

7 

6 

I 

II 

All  other  causes 

9 

7 

2 

8 

1 

10 

All  causes 

6o 

10 

! 5 

2 

2 

23 

18 

52 

8 

61 

18 

TABLE  12. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


JSame  of  District,  KNUTSFORD  (URBAN). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week.| 

1-2  Weeks.  | 

2-3  Weeks.  j 

3-4  Weeks.  | 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months.  j 

.c 

c 

0 

s 

fO 

3-4  Months.  1 

4-5  Months.  1 

5-6  Months.  1 

6-7  Months.  I 

7-8  Months.  1 

8-9  Months.  1 

9-10  Months.  1 

10- 1 1 Months.  1 

1 1- 12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths  I 

under  OneYear.l 

All  Causes. 

Certified 

Uncertified  

6 

I 

I 

8 

I 

I 

10 



, Small-pox 

Common 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Diarrhceal  ! 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria:  Croup 

^ Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  ) 

uasiro-enieriiis  \ 
Diseases.  j Gastritis,  Castro- 

1 intestinal  Catarrh  i 

, Premature  Birth  ... 

5 

I 

6 

6 

1 

Wasting  ! 
Diseases,  "j 

1 

1 

Tuberculous 

Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 

^ Marasmus  j 

f Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : / 

< tapes  iviesentenca  ) 

Diseases.  ] Tuberculous  ) 

1 

Other 

Causes.  1 

1 

uiseases  ) 

f Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ) 

( not  Tuberculous ) \ 

[ Convulsions 

I 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

1 Laryngitis 

1 Pneumonia 

1 Suffocation,  overlying 

L Other  Causes 

6 

■ 

> 

8 

I 

■ 

10 

1 

District  of  Knutsford. 

{ Iccjitimate 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910 


Births  in  the  year 


Deaths  in  the  year 


107 

I illegitimate  ...  4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages 


i legitimate  infants 
\ illegitimate  infants 

60. 


5665. 


TABLE  13 


Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Year  1910. 


Total, 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

1 

Births. 

[ 

Deaths 

i 

Zymotic  Deaths 

Average. 

1910. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OncYear. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

1 

Average,  j 

1910. 

Average. 

1910. 

j 

111 

60 

4 

25-2 

1 

19*5 

13-8 

10  5 

1-0 

0-7 

18 

10 

30 

16 

20 


TABLE  14. 


Births. 


M. 

1 

F. 

i 

Total. 

1 

Rate. 

Of  wliich 
Illegit. 

Additional  in 
Workhouse  & Gaol. 

M. 

Total. 

! 

M.'  F. 

1 

11 

M. 

llegi 

F. 

it. 

■iS 

c 

H 

1st  Quarter 

13 

28  i 

20-0 

0 

oo 

1 

3 ; 3 I 

6 

1 

2ml  „ 

9 

15 

24  i 

17-0 

2 

|1  3 

4 o' 

4 

4 

0 

4 

3rd  „ 

12 

lo 

27  i 

18-8 

1 

0 1 

0 1 : 

1 

0 : 

0 

0 

4 th  ,, 

21. 

11 

32 

22-3 

0 

0 0 

OjL 

1 

0 

1 

1 

00 

56 

111 

19*5 

3 i 

1 4 

7 ’ 5 

12 

5 

1 

4 

9 

21 


TABLE  15. 

Shewing  Deatlis,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1910. 


■i  j 

Quarter 

Ending. 

1 Total  Deaths. 

1 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
TO  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

1 Phthisis. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
i wards. 

! 

Under 

One 

Year. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

Total. 

Rate. 

March  31 

19 

13-5 

i 

i 5 

0 

26 

0 

0 

0*0 

4 

J une  30 

11 

7-8 

i 5 

2 

45 

18 

0 

0-0 

0 

Sept.  30 

9-8 

4 

3 

28 

21 

2 

i 1*4 

1 

Dec.  31 

i 16 

1 

11*2 

! 4 

5 

25 

31 

2 

1-4 

0 

T otal 

60 

10-5 

18 

10 

30 

16 

4 1 

0-7 

5 

TABLE  16. 

Shewdng  position  of  Knutsford  in  the  County  in  1909,  com- 
pared with  35  other  Urban  Districts. 


Best  of 

36 

Urban 

Districts 

Worst  of 

36 

U rban 
Districts 

Knuts- 

ford 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Knuts- 
ford in 
the  List. 

Birth  Kate 

41-2 

11*2 

20-1 

24 

Death  Kate 

6-0 

18-5 

11*1 

10 

Zymotic  Death  Kate 

O'O 

2*9 

0-0 

1 

Infantile  Mortality  

31 

162 

96 

23 

22 


TABLE  17. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


(No  records  prior  to  1895). 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

TOTAL. 

1895 

17 

1 

3 

21 

1896 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

6 

! 11 

1897 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1898 

— 

— 

1 1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

1899 

— 

62 

— 

3 

1 

2 

68 

1900 

— 

3 

7 

2 

1 

1 

! 14 

1901 

— 

7 

5 

2 

— 

1 

15 

1902 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

2 

! 8 

1903 

4 

7 

6 

1 

1 

6 

i 25 

1904 

2 

2 

i 7 

1 

2 

3 

17 

1905 

— 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

14 

1906 

— 

40- 

1 4 

8 

— 

5 

! 

57 

1907 

— 

52 

4 

6 

1 

1 

64 

1908 

— 

10 

1 1 

2 

— 

1 

14 

1909 

— 

7 

' 1 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Total  of 
15  years. 

6 

218 

' 43 

31 

9 

38 

1 

345 

1 

Average 
of  15  years 

— 

14 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

23 

1910 

— 

21 

— 

37 

— 

2 

60 

23 


TABLE  18. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

.S 

1 s 
$ 

Enteric 

F ever. 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

Phthisis. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

1890 

! 7 

1 

1 

1891 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 4 

i N 

0 

1892 

— 

6 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

10 

i 2 

1893 

^ — 

1 — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

I ^ 

Rec 

ords 

1894 

1 

1 — 

I 4 

1895 

j 

— 

— ' 

— 

2 

— 

2 

; 4 

— 

— 

1896 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

6 

— 

i — 

— 

1897 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

1 

1 — 

— 

1898 

10 

10 

1 ^ 

i 

— 

1899 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

— 

1900 

: — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

3 

7 

4 

1 

i 

1901 

: — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1902 

— 

3 

— 

: 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1903 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

6 

2 

— 

. — 

1904 

1 

— 

— 

: 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1905 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

3 

1 

— 

1906 

— 

5 

1 

— 

2 

1 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1907 

— 

1 

1 

! — 

2 

1 

— 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1908 

1 — 

3 

— 

i — 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1909 

1 — 

— 

— 

: — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Total  of 
20  years 

1 

20 

5 

1 5 

1 

19 

10 

39 

99 

62 

6 

1 

Average 
of  20  Years 

— 

1 

— 

j “ 

1 

— 

2 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1910 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

5 

— 

1 

24 


TABLE  19. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1910,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Knutsford. 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Abated 

AFTER  , 

Notice  by 

Inspections  and 
Observations 
made. 

Defects  found. 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by 
Authority. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

40 

4 

... 

25all 

clean. 

30all 

clean. 

Almost 

Daily, 

17  priv 

ies  con 

12 

9 

verted 

to  clos 

ets. 

I 

25 

12 

12 

none 

House 

Drainage. 


Dwelling- 
Houses  and 
Schools. 


Foul  Conditions  ... 
Structural  Defects... 
Overcrowding 
Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging  blouses  ... 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  ... 
Bakehouses... 
Slaughter-houses  ... 
Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  M 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Traps  ... 

No  Disconnection  .. 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 

Pigsties  

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades  . . 
Smoke  Nuisances  ... 
Other  Nuisances  ... 


Totals 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

Frecaictio7is  against  Itifectiotis  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 


Schools 


ditto 


ditto 


Nos. 

2 

lO 

all 

all  dur- 
ing hoi 
idays. 


January  13th,  191 1. 


WALTER  J.  DOWNES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


25 


TABLE  20. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1910,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Knutsford,  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  vSanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 
Written 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  Numerous  None  None 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries. ) 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  Numerous  None  None 

Total  ... 

2. — Defects  Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied  H.M,  of 

Inspector,  Prosecutions 

]V?nsances  luider  the  Public  lleulth  Acts 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 
Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under--. 

ground  Bakehouses  ...  | 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  > None 
Requirements  for  Bake-  I 
houses  ...  ...  ^ 

Other  Offences 

4 . — R E G I s T E H E i:)  Workshops. 

Class. 

Workshop  Bakehouses  16 


Number. 

109 


2iy 


TABLE  21. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1910. 


NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  KNUTSFORD  URBAN. 

I.  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Are  the  following  in  force  in  your  District  ? 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  Ves. 

2.  Notification  of  Births  Act.  Ves^ 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

Sections  in  force.  None. 

4.  Other  Adoptive  Acts.  Parts  IL,  III.,  IV..,  P.ILA. 

Amend.  Act^  1890. 

IT.  BYE-LAWS. 

Are  Bye-laws  in  force  relating  to — 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Yes. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Yes. 

3.  Slaughterhouses.  Yes. 

4.  Houses  let  in  lodgings.  No. 

5.  Cleansing  and  Scavenging.  Yes. 

6.  Oflensive  Trades.  No. 

7.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.  No. 

8.  Other  matters. 

Were  any  new  Bye-laws  adopted  durinjr  1910?  No. 
HT.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  From  what  source  derived.  Pedlei/an  I Marflia/I  Brooks, 

impounded , and  filtered  ; ( Private  Company  ). 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

without  a proper  supply?  No. 

3.  Any  complaints  as  to  action  on  lead  ? No. 

4.  Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1910.  Two. 
b.  Further  development*?  required. 
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IV.  SEWERAGE. 

1.  Specify  any  works  carried  out  during  1910.  Defective 

Server  in  SHkmill  Street  taken  tip  and  relaid. 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

without  a proper  system  of  Sewers?  No, 


V.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  On  what  system  is  sewage  treated  ? Chemical  precipi- 

tation and  filtration  thromjh  cinders. 

2.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  during  1910  as  to  the 

outfall  works  ? No^ 

3.  Any  special  action  taken  during  1910?  None. 


VL  SCAVENGING. 

1.  By  whom  is  this  carried  out?  The  Council. 

2.  With  what  frequency  are  the  following  scavenged  : — 

(a)  Midden-privies  ' 

(b)  Dry  Ashpits  The  Inspector  has  failed  to 

(c)  Pail  Closets  y supply  information. 

(d)  Dustbins  j 

(e) ,  Cesspools  j 

3.  Is  the  present  system  in  your  opinion  inadequate 

in  any  respect? 


VTT.  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

1.  Number  of  premises  on  Register  at 

close  of  1910 

Dairies Cowsheds Milkshops... 

2.  Number  of  inspections  of  these  made 

during  1910 

3.  Number  of  instances  where  notice  has 

been  served  for  defects 

4.  Number  of  instances  where  legal  pro- 

ceedings have  been  taken  and 
results  of  same 

0.  Are  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District  under  the 
Daii'ies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  Ves. 


The  Inspector 
has  failed  to 
supply  infor- 
mation. 
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VITI.  DWELLINGS. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  ^ The  Surf^eyor 

1910  f has  failed  to 

2.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  overcrowd-  j supply  imfor- 

ing  ) ination. 

3.  Action  taken  under  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Acts,  1890;  a larye  block  of  property  reported 
under  Part  and  several  houses  under  Part  II. 

4.  Action  taken  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations,  1910.  None. 


IX.  PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION. 


Any  system  of  notification.  Voluntary. 

Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  patients’^  Entirely depen- 

houses  I dent  on  energy 

Any  disinfection  of  ditto  ! er  otherwise  of 

Any  distribution  of  advice  j Inspector,  over 

Any  action  re  spitting  | whom  I have 

j no  control. 


(Signed)  T.  W.  H.  GARSTANG. 


18tb  January,  1911. 


TABLE  22. 

(Under  Art.  V.  Housing  Regulations,  1910) 


Number  of  houses  inspected. 

„ found  unfit  for  habitation. 

„ of  representations  to  authority. 

,,  of  closing  orders  made.  Nil. 

,,  of  houses  remedied  without  closing  orders, 

„ put  into  fit  state  after  closing  order. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist. 
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KNUTSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  printed  on  pages  4 to  12,  inclusive,  is  to 
be  considered  a part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — Unchanged. 

Population. — I have  again  to  thank  the  Governor  of  the  Gaol 
and  the  Master  of  the  Workhouse  for  their  courtesy  in  supply- 
ing information  as  to  the  number  of  inmates  in  those  Public 
Institutions.  I am  thus  enabled  to  give  as  the  “ estimate  ” for 
each  year  the  number  which  was  the  exact  “daily  average,”  for 
the  preceding  year. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  proper  was  left  at  5665, 
as  estimate  for  1910,  being  the  same  as  for  1909.  The  daily 
average  inmates  of  the  Gaol  were  552,  all  strangers ; and  of  the 
Workhouse  370  paupers  and  24  officers.  For  some  purposes  it 
seems  right  to  include  the  24  in  the  Institutional  numbers, 
whilst  for  other  purposes  it  seems  as  if  they  should  be  included 
among  the  ordinary  District  residents.  The  total  population, 
with  and  without  Public  Institutions,  may  therefore  either  be 
stated  as  6611  and  5689,  or  as  6611  and  5665.  A fraction  of  a 
decimal  is  altered,  as  the  24  are  in  or  out  of  the  normal  popula- 
tion, in  calculating  Rates. 

In  the  two  Public  Institutions  very  few  births  are  recorded, 
but  an  unusually  large  number  of  deaths.  I am  careful  to 
forward  information  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the 
Districts  concerned.  The  instructions  of  the.  Local  Government 
Board,  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  official  Tables,  are  thus  not 
only  fulfilled,  but  even  bettered. 

Average  Rates. — For  1910  the  average  birth-rate  drops  from 
25*4  to  25*2  ; the  average  death-rate  from  14*5  to  13*8 ; the 
average  zymotic  death-rate  falls  from  IT  to  1*0,  and  the  average 
infant  mortality  figure  falls  from  108  to  104.  (See  Table  8). 

The  decennial  average,  or  standard  of  comparison,  is  thus 
slowly  improving  year  by  year ; and  each  fresh  year  therefore 
has  to  meet  this  higher  standard  for  comparison. 

In  no  other  District,  with  which  I am  connected,  is  there  so 
great  and  marked  an  improvement.  The  general  death-rate 
was  14-6  in  1895;  17-2  in  1896  ; 17*0  in  1897;  17*5  in  1898, 
and  18-2  in  1899.  Add  these  figures  to  the  top  of  the  last 
column  in  Table  8;  and  it  is  then  at  once  evident  that  the 
quinquennial  average  Rate  is: — 1895-9,  16*9;  1900-4,  15*2; 
1905-9,  12-3;  whilst  1909  itself  was  ii’i,  and  now  1910  is  only 
10*5.  This  cannot  be  mere  chance.  It  may  be  in  a small  degree 
due  to  a change  in  the  age-distribution  of  the  population  ; but 
mainly  I hold  it  to  be  the  result  of  improved  sanitary  adminis- 
tration. 
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At  the  same  time  Rates  cannot  go  on  decreasing  for  ever ; 
and  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  point  now  reached  can  be  further 
improved  upon. 

Tables. — In  Table  9 the  births  registered  are  gross  numbers  ; 
but  the  deaths  are  those  belonging  to  Knutsford  only.  Deaths 
of  strangers  will  be  enumerated  in  a later  paragraph. 

Tables  8 to  21  contain  a complete  statistical  history  of  the 
year  1910 ; and  the  body  of  the  Report  is  in  many  items  only  a 
further  commentary  upon  them. 

The  7 Tables  in  the  first  part  of  this  Volume  should  also  be 
studied  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Births. — (Table  14).  The  total  number  registered  was  123, 
of  which  12,  in  the  Workhouse,  do  not  belong  to  the  District. 
Ill  births  give  a Rate  of  19*5  only;  which  is  5*7  below  the 
average,  is  the  lowest  Rate  ever  recorded  in  this  District,  and 
is  5*5  below  the  Rate  for  the  whole  country  {i,e.  England  and 
Wales  without  the  large  towns)  for  1910. 

Deaths. — (Tables  8,  11,  12,  15).  The  total  number  registered 
was  51  in  the  District,  58  in  the  Workhouse,  and  3 in  the  Gaol. 
Of  these  8 in  the  Workhouse  belonged  to  the  District;  but  2 in 
the  District  have  been  allotted  to  other  Districts ; whilst  3 
deaths  that  occurred  in  Monsall  Hospital  belong  to  us,  and 
bring  the  net  total  to  60.  This  is  equal  to  a crude  death-rate 
of  10*5  ; which  is  3*3  below  the  average,  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  this  District,  and  is  3*1  below  the  Rate  for  the 
whole  country  (as  defined  in  the  last  paragraph)  for  1910.  The 
Master  of  the  Workhouse  and  the  District  Registrar  have 
kindly  acceded  to  my  request  that  greater  care  should  be  taken 
to  allocate  correctly  tlie  deaths  which  occur  in  the  Workhouse. 
I am  now  certain  (as  1 said  last  year  “ 1 have  little  doubt  ”)  that 
all  previous  death-rates  have  been  a little  higher,  from  imperfect 
classification  of  Workhouse  deaths,  than  they  should  have  been; 
and  the  excess  may  be  anything  from  0*5  to  TO. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  building  up 
of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 


January 

No.  ofDe.aths. 

7 

Actual  Rate. 
1-23 

February 

8 

1-41 

March 

4 

070 

April 

7 

1*23 

May 

2 

0’35 

June 

2 

035 

July 

6 

I *06 

August 

...  6 

I -05 

September 

2 

0*35 

October 

4 

071 

November 

9 

1*58 

December 

3 

0*53 

6o 

10*55 
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Uncertified  Deaths. — None.  One  in  1909  is  the  only  one  in 
ten  years. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — In  1909  there  were  none 
at  all,  and  1910  would  have  equalled  this  record,  but  for  the 
epidemic  of  enteric  fever  which  caused  4 deaths,  and  a Rate  of 
0*7.  This  is  0*3  below  the  average  ; and  is  0*04  below  the  Rate 
for  the  whole  country  (as  previously  defined)  for  1910.  It  is 
worth  while  to  examine  Table  18  at  this  point ; it  now  includes 
the  returns  for  21  years;  and  shows  a very  high  degree  of 
freedom  from  this  class  of  deaths.  It  is  a Table  whose  informa- 
tion reaches  the  brain  through  the  medium  of  the  eye  far  more 
([uickly  and  completely  than  through  a detailed  written  com- 
mentary. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 10  deaths  occurred  in  children,  under 
1 year  of  age,  which  bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  111  births 
as  90  to  1000.  This  is  14  below  the  average  ; and  it  is  6 below 
the  actual  figure  for  the  whole  country  in  1910.  The  quin- 
quennial averages  are  : — 1895-9,  153  ; 1900-4,  120  ; 1905-9,  88. 
The  same  remarks  may  be  applied  here  as  I have  given  above 
in  connection  with  the  general  death-rate. 

Comparative  Position. — Table  16,  (which  applies  to  1909, 
not  1910,)  shows  curiously  varying  results.  Comparison  with 
previous  years  shows  that  this  District  holds  a mean  or  average 
position  among  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  ; and  there 
is  some  evidence  to  show  that  this  position  is  slowly  improving  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  in  the  midst  of  a general  improvement 
Knutsford  is  moving  a little  more  quickly  than  its  neighbours. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — There  were  4 illegitimate  births  among 
111,  or  3'6  per  cent.  There  were  2 deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants,  or  50  per  cent.,  compared  with  8 deaths  among  107 
legitimate  infants,  or  7*5  per  cent. 

Mortality  among  Old  People.— 18  deaths,  or  30  per  cent, 
of  all  deaths.  The  average  is  34  per  cent. 

Coroner’s  Inquests. — These  were  held  on  the  three  prisoners 
who  died  in  the  Gaol,  also  on  four  paupers  in  the  Workhouse, 
not  belonging  to  Knutsford  ; also  on  two  cases  of  accidental 
death  occurring  in  the  streets  in  persons  residing  in  other 
Districts.  Also  as  follows  : — January  16th,  F.,  75  years,  heart 
disease  ; February  12th,  M.,  45  years,  injury  to  spine  from  fall 
downstairs  ; February  10th,  M.,  48  years,  heart  disease  ; 

February  15th,  M.,  67  years,  cerebral  hoemorrhage,  and  shock 
after  fall  ; May  9th,  M.,  78  years,  syncope  ; November  2nd,  F., 
45  years,  alcoholism,  fall ; December  8th,  F.,  7 years,  enteric 
fever. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. — (Tables  10  and  17). 

The  total  of  60  has  only  twice  been  exceeded,  viz.:  in  1899  and 
1907  when  there  were  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever;  in  1910 
however  the  largest  number  of  notifications  were  those  of 
enteric  fever.  Table  18  may  also  be  compared  with  Table  17  ; 
and  affords  evidence  of  a fairly  satisfactory  position.  No 
community  has  yet  abolished  zymotic  disease  entirely  ; few  I 
think  will  show  proportionately  a less  number  of  deaths  over  a 
long  period.  The  total  is  only  1 per  1000  inhabitants,  per 
annum  ; of  which  diarrhoea  provides  tAvo-fifths,  measles  and 
whooping-cough  one-fifth  each,  and  all  other  zymotic  diseases 
together  one-fifth. 

Hospital  Isolation. — 20  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to 
Baguley,  out  of  21  that  occurred  ; the  one  not  removed  was  the 
only  child  in  the  family,  and  the  house  afforded  sufficient 
accommodation.  23  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  removed  to 
Monsall,  out  of  37  that  were  ultimately  notified  ; those  not 
removed  were  principally  cases  overlooked  in  the  first  place, 
diagnosed  with  hesitation  in  the  second  place,  and  consequently 
with  delayed  notifications  in  the  third  place.  Three  of  the 
enteric  cases  se<nt  to  Monsall  terminated  fatally  ; (they  of  course 
included  all  the  worst  cases  ;)  none  of  the  cases  left  at  home 
died  ; (they  equally  included  all  the  mildest  cases).  One  death 
occurred  in  the  District,  but  this  was  a case  which  was  never 
notified  at  all. 

Small-  pox. — Absent. 

Vaccination. — The  Urban  District  forms,  by  population,  two- 
thirds  of  the  Knutsford  Registration  Sub-District  of  the 
Bucklow  Union.  P^or  this  combined  area  the  vaccination 
returns  are  given  in  the  later  Report  for  the  Bucklow  Rural 
District  ; to  which  reference  should  be  made.  From  this  it 
appears  that  in  1909  (not  1910)  143  children  Avere  vaccinated, 
out  of  176  surviving.  The  percentage  is  81.  It  was  82  the 
year  before  ; and  for  the  previous  thirteen  years  had  averaged 
at  least  95.  The  evil  effects  of  facilitating  exemption  are 
therefore  less  serious  in  this  District  than  in  many  others  ; but 
I fear  the  natural  tendency  must  be  toAvards  further  deteriora- 
tion in  future  years. 

Measles. — No  deaths.  No  information  from  schools.  Prac- 
tically absent. 

Scarlet  Fever  — 21  cases  ; no  deaths.  Tavo  cases  occurred  in 
one  house  in  April;  five  cases  in  four  houses  in  July;  four 
separate  cases  in  August ; four  cases  in  one  house  in  September; 
one  case  in  October;  and  five  cases  in  four  houses  in  November 
and  December.  Although  there  Avas  therefore  a gentle  persist- 
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euce  of  the  disease,  (19  cases  in  26  weeks,)  during  the  second 
half  of  the  year,  it  never  assumed  epidemic  or  alarming  features. 
Most  of  the  cases  were  children  of  school  age,  but  no  school  was 
definitely  suspected  of  being  a focus.  I had  the  advantage  of 
Dr.  T.  LI.  Fennell’s  assistance  during  this  half-year;  and  every 
case  was  fully  and  carefully  investigated.  All,  save  one,  were 
promptly  removed  from  the  District  as  they  occurred  ; and 
probably  this  helped  to  keep  down  the  number  of  cases.  1 am 
sorry  that  it  is  not  possible  to  say  anything  more  definite  as  to 
their  causation. 

Whooping-cough. — No  deaths.  No  information  from  schools. 
Practically  absent. 

Diphtheria. — No  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  most 
serious  epidemic  on  record.  Two  cases  occurred  in  the  middle 
of  June  ; then  9 cases  between  June  29th  and  July  4th  ; 9 more 
cases  later  in  July;  I in  August,  1 in  September,  and  then 
14  about  the  end  of  October  and  beginning  of  November  ; 
concluding  with  one  case  in  the  middle  of  December.  This 
accounts  for  the  37  notifications  ; but  there  were  also  two  cases 
just  over  the  boundary  (in  the  Bucklow  Kural  District)  which 
were  a part  of  the  epidemic  ; one  fatal  case  in  the  District  not 
notified  ; and  at  least  four  more  cases  were  heard  of  in  persons 
who  developed  the  disease  after  leaving  the  District.  So  that 
there  must  have  been  at  least  44  cases  ; and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  others  were  overlooked.  Several  were  discovered  by 
bacteriological  examination  of  contacts  ; one  girl  in  particular 
having  not  been  suspected  of  illness,  as  she  had  never  missed  a 
single  attendance  at  school  ! Early  in  July  1 applied  to  the 
Council  for  a special  increase  of  staff,  and  Dr.  T.  LI.  Fennell 
was  formally  appointed  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
position  which  he  held  until  the  end  of  the  year.  To  his 
enthusiasm,  keenness,  and  perseverance,  the  District  owes  the 
possibility  that  a complete  and  reliable  record  of  the  epidemic 
can  be  given  ; as  well  as  the  practical  daily  application  of  those 
preventive  measures,  which  must  have  been  largely  effective. 
Severe  as  the  epidemic  was,  there  were  at  least  two  periods 
when  I would  not  have  been  surprised  if  it  had  been  infinitely 
worse.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  over  as 
early  as  J uly  6th,  as  well  as  on  a later  date  ; and  Dr.  Manby, 
Medical  Inspector  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  came  on 
July  15th,  and  on  very  many  subsequent  dates  ; affording  most 
valuable  advice  and  assistance,  making  numerous  inspections, 
visits,  and  enquiries  himself,  in  short,  organising  our  campaign, 
and  bringing  our  methods  up  to  date.  I have  asked  Dr.  Fennell 
to  write  a general  description  of  the  epidemic,  which  will  be 
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found  printed  at  the  end  of  this  Report ; and  I desire  to 
acknowledge  most  fully  my  own  personal  indebtedness  to  him 
for  zealous  and  loyal  assistance. 

One  or  two  points  require  individual  notice. 

The  Pablic,  Water  Supply. — This  was,  I believe,  the  first 
suspicion  of  everybody.  As  soon  however  as  it  became  clear 
that  the  epidemic  was  confined  to  a strictly  limited  area,  the 
general  supply  was  exonerated  ; and  there  only  remained  a 
remote  possibility  that  there  might  be  a local  contamination 
from  a leaky  joint  in  polluted  ground.  This  was  never  proved. 

Moreover,  although  the  water  is  known  to  suffer  much 
sewage-pollution  in  the  catchment  area,  no  epidemic  has  ever 
been  known  to  arise  from  it;  which  supports  the  latest  scientific 
view  that  the  typhoid  germ,  if  introduced,  would  not  survive 
the  passage  down  the  stream,  and  (more  particularly)  through 
the  large  i-eservoir.  So  that,  although  the  water  is  impure, 
there  is  little  risk  of  a water-borne  epidemic  of  typhoid. 

The  Area  affected.  — l^y  the  middle  of  July  there  were  7 cases 
in  Silkmill  Street,  2 in  Market  Place,  and  3 others.  By  the 
end  of  July  there  were  (in  all)  8 in  Silkmill  Street,  4 in  Market 
Place,  3 in  Malt  Street  (all  close  together),  and  6 others.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  numbers  were  : 21  in  Silkmill  Street,  5 
in  Market  Place,  3 in  Malt  Street,  and  8 others.  Attention 
was  thus  concentrated  on  Silkmill  Street  from  the  first.  It  is 
a short  street  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  connecting  Princess 
Street  wdth  King  Street,  and  having  a considerable  fall.  The 
South  side,  where  the  old  silk  mill  used  to  stand,  is  now  mainly 
occupied  by  the  Infants’  School  and  playground  ; and  below 
there  is  one  new  block  of  three  cottages.  On  the  North  side 
there  are  a few  cottages  of  comparatively  recent  erection,  but 
most  of  the  buildings  are  very  old.  There  are  30  houses ; most 
open  directly  on  to  the  street,  but  o are  in  narrow  alleys,  and  4 
are  in  yards  behind.  Within  the  last  few  years  several  obstruc- 
tive outbuildings  have  been  pulled  down,  the  surface  of  the 
yards  concreted,  and  water-closets  provided  in  place  of  privies. 
The  street  itself  is  narrow,  not  being  a thoroughfare  for  vehicles, 
is  paved,  has  no  sidepaths,  and  the  water  channel  with  three 
large  grids  is  in  the  centre.  That  the  individual  condition  of 
each  house,  sanitary  or  otherwise,  was  not  an  important  factor, 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
the  better  cottages  of  most  recent  erection. 

The  Main  Sewer. — This  has  long  been  suspected  to  be  faulty  ; 
and  an  inspection,  ordered  by  the  Council,  showed  that  it  was 
formed,  in  its  lower  part,  of  “ butt-ended  ” pipes  with  open  joints, 
and  in  its  middle  length  of  obsolete  “cannon”  pipes.  At  con- 
siderable expense,  in  November  and  December,  a new  sewer 
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was  laid,  and  the  house  drains  properly  connected.  When 
opened  up,  it  was  found  that  there  were  open  joints  in  the  old 
sewer,  anything  up  to  three  inches  in  extent ; and  not  a single 
iiouse-drain  was  properly  connected. 

The  new  sewer  is  of  course  properly  ventilated  ; the  old  one 
was  ventilated  by  the  rain-water  down-spouts,  a plan  which  I 
had  previously  condemned.  Whether  it  be  anything  more  than 
a coincidence  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  it  is  a fact  that  there 
have  been  no  further  cases  in  this  street  since  November  2nd 
(the  Avork  on  the  sewer  began  November  28th). 

Articles  of  Food. — The  milk-supply  received  repeated  investi- 
gation with  painstaking  detail,  without  result.  Some  of  the 
patients  took  no  milk,  or  very  little,  and  in  the  supply  of  the 
rest  every  dealer  in  the  town  was  concerned.  Shell-fish  and 
water-cress  had  not  been  consumed.  Ice-cream  was  supplied  by 
an  itinerant  vendor  from  Northwich,  but  there  was  no  enteric 
among  his  customers  at  home.  Home-brewed  “ herb-beer  ” was 
made  at  one  cottage  in  the  street,  but  repeated  inspections  both 
of  premises  and  utensils  gave  no  clue.  The  same  may  be  said 
with  regard  to  fried  fish  and  chips.  Ordinary  mineral  waters 
were  not  consumed. 

The  First  Case  ? — This  was  never  discovered.  Every 
medical  practitioner  in  the  town  unanimously  declared  his 
experience  that  Silkmill  Street  was  notorious  for  the  persistent 
existence  of  cases  of  a vague  and  indefinite  febrile  character;  and 
that  this  had  been  so  for  many  years.  During  a house-to-house 
inspection  Dr.  Fennell  found  two  houses  which  were  being  used 
as  Common  Lodging-houses  (though  unregistered),  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  mischief  was  introduced  by  some  person 
who  made  a brief  stay  in  one  of  these  houses  about  the  middle 
of  May.  Most  of  the  cases  could  of  course  be  explained  by 
personal  contact  with  the  earlier  ones ; but  it  is  also  very 
remarkable  that  when  a systematic  test  was  applied  to  those 
in  contact  with  known  cases,  no  less  than  six  were  discovered  to 
be  sufferers  who  had  not  been  suspected  by  any  one,  lay  or 
professional. 

Carriers. — Dr.  Manby’s  investigations  were  largely  directed 
to  the  discovery  of  “ carriers,”  though  none  were  found.  It  is 
now  established  and  accepted  that  2 or  3 per  cent,  of  persons 
recovering  from  enteric  fever  continue  intermittently  for  months 
or  even  years  to  excrete  the  typhoid  germs  from  their  bowels  or 
kidneys  ; such  are  obviously  “ carriers  ” of  infection  when 
believed  to  be  harmless.  This  fact  is  likely  to  cause  a consider- 
able alteration  of  opinion  as  to  the  danger  from  water,  or  milk, 
or  sewers,  or  any  of  the  things  which  have  heretofore  constituted 
the  list  among  whose  items  a first  cause  was  sought. 
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Such  are  the  points  to  Avhich  it  seems  proper  that  I should 
refer  ; in  the  knowledge  that  another  Report  will  be  made  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  by  Dr,  INIanb}'  ; and  that  I have 
still  to  receive  Dr.  Fennell’s  account  of  his  work  ; and  I am 
only  sorry  that  1 have  not  had  the  advantage  of  seeing  these 
before  writing  myself. 

Influenza. — Nil. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.— Absent  for  two  years. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Nil. 

Erysipelas. —1  death,  in  April.  M.,  76  years. 

Phthisis. — 5 deaths ; Rate  0*88.  2 males,  ages  2,  and  40, 

years;  3 females,  ages  19,  35,  and  37  years. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. — Nil. 

Cancer. — 1 death.  Rate  0*18.  M.,  61  years,  larynx  (Work- 

house). 

Respiratory  Diseases.— 7 deaths.  Rate  1*23. 

Alcoholism. — 1 death;  F.,  45  years. 

Heart  Diseases. — 9 deaths,  Rate  1*58. 

Accidents. — 2 deaths.  (See  “ Coroner’s  Inquests.”) 

Cemetery. — Burials  in  1910,  64.  Total  in  9 years,  682. 

Systematic  Inspections.— These  were  replaced  by  the  very 
large  number  of  special  inspections  necessitated  by  the  enteric 
fever  outbreak  ; and  by  the  inspections  of  the  houses  on  one 
particular  area,  which  1 had  decided  to  condemn  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  Inspector’s  Department. — Mr.  Downes,  who  has  held 
the  office  since  the  District  was  formed  in  1895,  tendered  his 
resignation  on  November  8th,  1910,  which  therefore  becomes 
effective  on  February  8tli,  1911. 

I have  reason  to  believe  that  in  making  a new  appointment 
the  Council  will  take  steps  to  create  a “ Department”  of  Health 
by  placing  the  Inspector,  in  certain  matters,  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Up  to  the  present  the 
Inspector  has  been  an  independent  Officer,  responsible  only  to 
the  Council. 

Tables  19  and  20  have  reached  me  only  just  in  time  to 
be  included.  They  contain  the  only  information  from  the 
“ Inspector’s  Department”  which  has  been  given  to  me. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— No  inspections  were  made  by 
myself  during  1910 ; for  reasons,  express  or  implied,  in  the  two 
preceding  paragraphs. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  12  only  on  the  register, 
including  4 farms.  The  latter  have  been  visited  and  inspected 
by  myself  and  Dr.  Fennell  jointly;  and  he  visited  the  remainder 
’ 3veral  times  during  the  enteric  outbreak. 

Schools. — In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  County 
Education  Committee  notices  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  received  from  Head  Teachers.  34  cases  were  reported 
between  May  25th  and  July  5th,  of  which  I unfortunately  did 
not  preserve  the  details,  except  that  they  included  13  cases  of 
chicken  pox  in  S.  Cross  School  on  the  latter  date.  Since  then, 
taking  the  4 schools  together,  there  have  been  reported  : 
enteric  fever  1,  scarlet  fever  7,  chicken  pox  15,  mumps  3,  ring- 
worm 11,  The  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  scarlet  fever  were  of 
course  known  to  me  under  the  I.D.  Notification  Act  before  they 
were  known  to  the  Teachers,  I desire  to  be  entirely  sym- 
pathetic to  the  scheme  ; and  it  is  not  from  any  want  of  sympathy 
that  I find  myself  compelled  to  confess  that  I have  not  yet  been  * 
able  to  discover  the  value  of  the  remaining  notifications,  or  to 
form  any  idea  of  the  use  I was  expected  to  make  of  them. 
(This  remark  is  limited  to  these  cases,  in  this  District,  in  this 
year  1910). 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  1890, — I have  made 
an  official  representation  to  the  Council  under  Sect.  5 (2), 
defining  a certain  area  in  terms  of  Sect.  4 (b).  I have  long  had 
this  area  under  consideration,  but  have  felt  at  a loss  how  to  deal 
with  it ; and  even  now  I am  unable  to  suggest  any  improvement 
scheme  within  the  bounds  of  financial  possibility.  My  repre- 
sentation is  therefore  by  way  of  an  experiment,  to  see  what  will 
come  of  it.  (And  I have  other  areas  in  view  which  have  just 
as  much  need  to  be  reported).  A brief  verbal  description  may 
be  given.  Take  a square  A.B.C.D.,  and  then  reduce  the  length 
of  one  side  A.D.  by  one-third,  by  “ bending  in”  the  sides  B.A. 
and  C.D.  Along  the  side  A.B.  place  7 large  shops,  which  are 
also  dwelling-houses  ; along  B.C.  6 smaller  shops  and  dwelling- 
houses  ; along  C.D.  7 cottages  ; and  along  D.A.  a high  brick 
wall.  In  the  well  thus  formed  place  out-buildings,  yards,  wash- 
houses, closets,  and  ashpits  for  all  20.  One  narrow  entry  exists, 
bent  at  a right  angle,  running  from  B.C.  to  C.D.  No  other 
means  of  access,  or  ventilation,  except  certain  covered  passages 
(i.f’.,  running  through  the  body  of  the  buildings)  generally 
closed  by  wooden  doors.  The  necessarily  insanitary  condition 
of  the  small  and  overcrowded  area  which  forms  the  “ back- 
premises  ” ; and  the  way  in  which  each  one  of  the  houses  con- 
tributes to  the  common  nuisance,  injurious  alike  to  itself  and  its 
neighbours  ; and  the  impossibility  of  demanding  improvement 
in  any  one  case  without  taking  all  the  others  into  consideration 
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at  the  same  time,  are  the  reasons  which  seem  to  me  to  require 
that  this  area  be  “ represented  ” under  Part  I.  of  the  Act. 

Under  Part  II.  of  the  Act  I have  also  reported  two  cottages 
in  Gaskell  Avenue;  and  two  “ back  to  back  ” houses  in  Silkmill 
Street.  The  latter  have  been  repeatedly  reported  during 
several  years  past. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Regulations  1910. — Nothing 
has  yet  been  done,  beyond  the  provision  of  note-book  and 
register,  in  consequence  of  the  impending  change  of  Inspector. 
It  is  intended  to  entrust  the  work  to  the  new  Officer,  who  is  to 
be  a qualified  man,  and  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  Council’s 
work.  The  notes  which  Dr.  Fennell  made  on  the  property 
described  in  the  last  paragraph,  will  be  at  his  disposal,  and  it 
will  no  doubt  shortly  be  possible  to  proceed  undei*  this  Act 
instead  of  under  the  older  one.  Dr.  Fennell  devoted  much  time 
and  care  to  the  detailed  inspection  of  this  property  ; as  well  as 
to  the  whole  of  Silkmill  Street,  and  other  individual  houses  ; 
for  which  it  is  only  right  that  he  should  receive  full  credit  ; and 
all  this  work,  though  not  technically  done  under  these  Regula- 
tions, was  practically  of  the  exact  nature  which  they  require. 

Pigsties. — The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  his 
visit  in  July,  commented  upon  the  fact  that  in  numerous  instances 
pigs  were  allowed  to  be  kept  within  a distance  from  dwelling- 
houses  which  is  prohibited  by  the  byelaws.  No  further  action 
has  been  taken. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bakehouses. — These  have  been 
visited  from  time  to  time. 

Midwives. — There  are  now  only  4 in  the  District.  The 
usual  Quarterly  inspections  have  been  made,  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Notification  of  Births  Act. — The  duty  of  visiting  and  advis- 
ing mothers,  where  necessary,  as  to  the  proper  management  of 
young  infants,  was  transferred  at  midsummer,  (on  Nurse 
Hicks’s  resignation,)  to  the  District  Nurse,  by  arrangement 
with  the  Nursing  Committee,  and  has  been  carried  out  since 
then  by  Nurse  Almond.  The  figures  for  1910  show  121  cards 
received  ; 5 births  not  notified  ; 8 still-births  ; 10  deaths  of 
infants  ; and  a large  number  of  individual  visits  paid,  probably 
not  far  short  of  a thousand.  Nurse  Almond  reports  that  there  is 
no  friction,  that  she  is  well  received,  that  the  mothers  are  grate- 
ful for  advice,  and  follow  it,  and  that  “ taking  into  consideration 
“ the  conditions  under  which  many  of  them  live,”  she  considers 
that  “ on  the  whole  ” they  manage  very  creditably. 

As  this  District  generally,  and  especially  for  the  last  five 
years,  shows  a good  “ infant  mortality  figure,”  it  is  difficult  to 
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adduce  statistical  proof  of  tbe  value  of  the  work  done  ; but  I 
think  it  must  be  evident  that  it  is  considerable  ; and  well  worth 
the  small  actual  outlay. 

Public  Water  Supply. — The  gathering-ground  has  been 
subjected  to  constant  inspection  by  the  Water  Company  and 
also  by  the  Council.  The  Macclesfield  Rural  District  Council 
has  a scheme  for  sewage  works  for  the  village  of  Chelford,  the 
effluent  from  which  would  be  discharged  into  the  Pedley  Brook. 
This  should  he  vigorously  opposed  ; but  at  the  same  time  that 
Authority  should  be  pressed  to  carry  out  the  scheme  on  another 
site,  draining  in  a difierent  direction,  as  the  existing  pollution 
is  too  serious  to  be  allowed  to  continue. 

Information  to  County  Council. — By  recent  legislation  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  inform  himself 
of  the  condition  of  the  various  Districts  in  the  County,  and  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  compelled,  under  penalty, 
to  give  all  the  information  in  his  power.  Table  21  represents 
the  information  asked  for,  and  afibrded.  This  is  quite  a new 
feature ; and  is  a statutory  obligation. 

Order  of  Local  Government  Board,  13th  December,  1910. — 

This  is  a new  General  Order,  superseding  that  of  23rd  March, 
1891,  with  respect  to  the  appointment,  tenure  of  office,  salary, 
and  duties  of  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

Article  XIX.,  section  (14),  enumerates  the  matters  which 
MUST  be  referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report,  ADDITION 
^^TO  any  other  matters”  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
chooses  to  write  about.  Next  year,  all  being  well,  it  will  probably 
be  convenient  to  adopt  this  classification,  and  make  it  the  ground 
plan  of  the  Report.  I am  sorry  I did  not  think  of  it  sooner,  so 
as  to  do  so  on  this  occasion.  Most  of  the  matters  will  be  found 
to  have  been  discussed  in  the  preceding  pages.  The  following 
will  complete  the  list. 

Subsect.  (c). — “ An  account  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
“Inspector  of  Nuisances.”  1 cannot  give  this,  as  I have  not 
received  it  myself.  The  Inspector  has  ignored  the  requirement 
of  Art.  XX.  Sect.  (16). 

Subsect.  {g). — “Pollution  of  rivers  or  streams.”  There  are 
none,  save  the  brook  from  which  the  water  supply  is  derived, 
which  forms  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  District,  and  the 
stream  into  which  the  sewage-works  effluent  is  discharged,  which 
passes  immediately  into  Tatton  Mere,  (a  lake  a mile  in  length). 

Subsect.  {k). — “Sufficiency  of  arrangements  for  sewerage  and 
“ sewage  disposal.”  Drains  and  sewers  are  sufficient.  All 
sewage  is  collected  at  one  Outfall,  and  dealt  with  by  chemical 
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precipitation,  and  filtration  through  cinders.  The  analyses  of  the 
effluent  made  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Committee  are  uniformly 
satisfactory. 

Subsect.  (/). — “Privy,  water  closet,  and  other  closet,  accom- 
modation.” Kefereiice  to  numbers  of  each  type  has  been  made 
in  Reports  some  years  ago.  This  year  (as  stated  above)  I have 
no  information. 

Many  years  ago,  in  fact  very  soon  after  I entered  upon  my 
duties,  I was  impressed  with  the  superiority  of  the  “ Congletou 
peat-pail  ” to  the  common  privy  or  to  any  other  form  of  pail ; 
and  1 got  them  introduced  in  four  Urban  Districts.  They  have 
from  time  to  time  been  the  subject  of  complaint,  but  on  invest- 
igation the  cause  has  invariably  been  found  to  be  improper  use, 
either  by  householder  or  by  scavenger  ; and,  if  properly  used, 
I still  retain  my  belief  in  them  as  the  least  offensive  provision 
for  cottages  which  have  not  water  closets.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  essential  points  are  (1)  the  provision  of  peat  dust,  (2) 
the  acidulation  of  the  peat  dust  by  the  addition  of  one-tenth  its 
weight  of  crude  sulphuric  acid,  and  (3)  the  placing  of  a three- 
inch  layer  of  acidulated  peat  in  the  bottom  of  each  fifteen-inch 
pail.  I have  onlj^  quite  recently  become  aware  of  the  fact  that 
some  time  ago  the  Inspector  discontinued  the  use  of  the  acid, 
and  so  entirely  destroyed  the  very  essence  of  the  system,  and 
reduced  it  to  one  of  common  pails,  (which  I always  consider 
about  the  most  offensive  possible).  Not  only  did  the  Inspector 
not  consult  me,  but  he  did  not  even  mention  the  matter  to  the 
Council  or  its  Sanitary  Committee.  He  carried  out  this  most 
important  (and  also  retrograde  and  unfortunate)  revolution 
entirely  on  his  own  responsibility.  I leave  the  fact  to  speak 
for  itself,  without  comment. 

Conclusion. — I beg  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  support  they  have  afforded  me,  both  individually  and  as 
a Council,  during  a year  which  has  caused  me  a very 
exceptional  amount  of  anxiety  ; and  to  express  the  hope  that 
the  new  year,  1911,  may,  when  its  turn  comes,  be  dealt  with  in 
a much  shorter  Report  than  has  proved  necessary  for  1910. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 


February  6th^  1911. 


D.P.U.  Viet. 
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Report  upon  the  occurrence  of  Enteric  Fever  in 
Knutsford  from  June  to  December,  ipio. 


The  second  half  of  the  year  1910  was  characterised  by  the 
most  serious  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  which  has  visited  the 
township  of  Knutsford  within  the  memory  of  man.  The 
epidemic  naturally  divided  itself  into  two  phases,  the  first 
extending  from  6th  June  to  20th  August,  the  second  from  a 
notification  on  16th  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  (and  even 
continuing  into  the  early  weeks  of  »January,  1911). 

The  first  notification  received  was  that  of  E.B.  (25)  on  16th 
June,  followed  by  P.D.  (7)  on  the  same  date,  A.C.  (9),  J.C, 
(10),  E.C.  (13),  on  29th  June,  and  Agnes  C.  (33)  on  2nd  July, 
four  of  these  latter  cases  occurring  in  one  house. 

It  was  evident  from  this  group  of  notifications  that  the 
disease  was  present  in  the  town  in  an  epidemic  condition,  and 
as  the  cases  so  far  investigated  were  not  of  a very  typical 
nature,  in  their  early  stages  at  any  rate,  the  attention  of  the 
medical  men  in  the  town  was  drawn  to  the  possibility  of  other 
cases  being  unrecognised,  and  this  resulted  in  the  notification  of 
J.F.  (12),  P.F.  (8),  on  2nd  July,  H.C.  (9),  E.J.  (7),  R.S.  (28), 
on  4th  July,  S.H.*  (25)  on  5th  July,  J.J.*  (39)  on  14th  July. 
Up  to  this  point  the  incidence  of  the  disease  had  been  more 
marked  amongst  children  than  amongst  adults,  and  had  occurred 
in  a comparatively  small  area  of  the  town  and  amongst  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  Investigation  of  the  water 
supply,  milk,  and  food  stuffs  was  immediately  instituted,  and 
after  long  and  careful  enquiry,  the  source  of  the  epidemic  could 
not  be  attributed  to  any  of  them.  Evidence  of  direct  contact 
was  established  between  the  majority  of  these  cases  and  the 
others  could  be  indirectly  connected  to  them. 

The  origin  of  the  outbreak  was  most  obscure.  It  was  at 
first  thought  that  it  might  have  been  started  by  an  undetected 
slight  case  lodging  in  one  of  the  several  unauthorised  lodging- 
houses  in  the  locality,  but  bacteriological  examination  brought 
to  light  the  fact  that  a child,  M.A.,  who  had  been  seriously  ill 
over  twelve  months  ago,  now  gave  positive  evidence  of  having 
suffered  from  enteric  fever.  So  with  this  case  in  view  it  was 
thought  to  be  likely  that  others  also  had  been  going  about  in  an 
infectious  state,  and  that  the  epidemic  had  existed  in  a mild  and 
unrecognised  form  for  some  time  prior  to  the  first  notification. 
Several  medical  men  volunteered  the  information  that  they  had 


* See  footnote  on  page  46. 
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been  conscious  of  an  ill-defined  tjq^e  of  illness,  especially 
amongst  children,  for  some  years  past,  and  that  this  had  been 
more  prevalent  in  Silkmill  Street  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
town.  A reference  to  Table  II.  will  show  that  this  Street  also 
was  the  focus  of  the  present  epidemic,  and  a reference  to 
previous  Health  Reports  shows  this  Street  to  have  been  visited 
by  enteric  fever  to  a greater  extent  than  any  other  part  of  the 
town. 

The  attention  of  the  public  and  the  medical  men  of  the  town 
having  been  again  drawn  to  the  seriousness  of  the  condition, 
a further  batch  of  notifications  was  forthcoming;  M.H.  (1*2)  on 
19th  July,  T.H.  (15)  on  2()th  July,  L.B.  (12),  J.W.L.  (23)  on 
20th  July,  E.B.  (17)  on  22nd  July,  M.H,  (27)  on  27th  July, 
S.A.  (11)  on  8th  August,  and  M.A.  already  referred  to. 

In  the  majority  of  these  cases  also  satisfactory  contact  was 
established. 

A curious  and  somewhat  disquieting  feature  of  several  of 
these  cases  was  the  fact  that  they  were  so  slightly  indisposed 
that  they  were  never  away  from  work  or  from  school  for  a 
single  half-day.  Another  factor  w'hich  may  have  contributed 
to  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  the  fact  that  several  of  the  cases 
were  treated  at  home,  and  not  removed  to  hospital,  and  also 
that  the  disinfection  of  infected  houses  'was  not  in  every  case 
carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  the  importance  of  the  situation 
demanded.  The  first  phase  of  the  epidemic  'was  ended  by  an 
outbreak  at  a girls’  school  in  the  town.  Although  only  one  case 
Avas  notified  to  the  Knutsford  authority,  H.R.  (22)  on  20th 
August,  one  other  died  near  Rochdale  of  enteric  fever  during 
August,  and  two  other  occupants  almost  certainly  suffered  from 
the  disease  immediately  after  leaving  the  school  and  the  district. 
Although  these  two  latter  cases  were  never  bacteriological ly 
verified,  I have  no  hesitation  in  counting  them  as  cases  in  this 
epidemic,  and  so  have  included  them  in  Table  II.  Direct 
evidence  of  infection  could  not  be  obtained,  so  it  can  only  be 
assumed  that  it  was  carried  to  the  school  by  one  of  the  maids,  or 
perhaps  more  probably  by  a casual  charwoman. 

The  possible  existence  of  a “ carrier”!  or  “carriers”  was  not 
forgotten  in  the  etiological  investigation,  and  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  of  a large  number  of  specimens  of  urine 
and  ficces  collected  from  those  who  were  known  to  have 
])reviously  suffered  from  enteric  fever,  to  have  suffered  from 
illnesses  of  an  obscure  or  uncertain  type,  persons  known  to  have 
been  in  intimate  contact  with  cases  that  arose,  and  convalescents. 
A Ithough  the  search  for  a carrier  was  continued  up  to  the  close 
of  the  year,  no  such  infectious  person  was  discovered,  but,  unless 


t See  footnote  on  page  46, 
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the  whole  community  was  systematically  examined,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  say  that  none  such  existed.  In  very  many  of  the 
cases  considerable  time  intervened  between  the  onset  and  the 
notification  of  the  disease,  the  mildness  of  symptoms  in  most 
cases  perhaps  accounting  for  this,  but  in  several,  at  any  rate, 
there  was  neglect  of  the  parents  in  calling  in  a medical  man  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  illness.  These  reasons,  along  with  those 
already  mentioned,  contributed  largely  to  the  continuance  of 
the  epidemic. 

The  vigilance  of  everyone  concerned  was  becoming  relaxed, 
when  on  16th  September  another  case  was  notified — A.J.  (34), 
living  in  a previously  infected  house.  A month  later  there  was 
a definite  recrudescence.  F.W.  (22)  on  14th  October,  E.J. 
(16)  on  16th  October,  W.C.  (14)  on  24th  October,  T.C.  (40), 
M.G.  (25),  F.C.  (4)  on  27th  October,  A.F.  (26),  L.W.  (24)  on 
28th  October,  H.J.  (13),  G.P.  (25)  on  29th  October,  J.W.  (22), 
E.F,  (10),  M.C.  (24)  on  2nd  November,  E.B.  (7)  on  11th  Nov- 
ember, and  H.R.  (14)  on  15th  December.  The  very  great 
majority  of  these  cases  occurred  in  Silkmill  Street,  and  in  the 
few  arising  in  other  localities,  direct  contact  with  houses  in  this 
Street  was  established.  The  fact  that  A.J.  and  F.W.  were 
nursed  at  home  and  not  sent  to  hospital  was  a great  factor  in 
this  second  outbreak.  Ten  of  this  latter  group  of  cases  were 
residents  in  houses  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  Silkmill  Street. 
Some  of  these  houses  were  provided  with  pail  closets,  and  flies 
being  especially  prevalent  during  the  month  of  October,  a 
reasonable  means  of  transmission  can  thus  be  established  for 
this  group. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  cases,  a child  J.C.  (7) 
died  in  the  house  occupied  by  the  case  M.C.  on  8th  December, 
without  receiving  medical  attention,  and  a post-mortem  examina- 
tion revealed  the  fact  that  the  cause  of  death  w’as  the  perforation 
of  a typhoid  ulcer.® 

A further  case  was  notified  to  the  Rural  Authority,  L.K.  (16), 
on  28th  November,  and  direct  contact  with  a previous  case  was 
with  some  difficulty  traced,  and  another,  C.V.  (25),  working  at 
a Public  Laundry  in  the  town,  was  taken  ill  on  the  13th  October 
and  eventually  notified  to  the  North wich  Urban  Council.  In 
this  latter  case  no  direct  contact  could  be  discovered,  but  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  disease  Avas  contracted  in 
Knutsford.  This  second  section  of  the  outbreak  did  little  to 
elucidate  the  original  cause,  but  the  repeated  cases  in  the  same 
area  and  in  many  of  the  same  houses  continued  to  point  to  some 
lack  of  care  in  disinfection,  and  possibly  to  the  fart  that  some  of 
the  cases  were  returned  from  hospital  in  a stiJJ  infectious  state. 


® See  footnote  on  page  46, 
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TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  age  incidence  of  enteric  fever  in  Knutsford 
during  the  year  1901  (all  cases  included). 

0 — o'—  10  — 15  — 20  — 30  — 40  + 40  Total 
1 7 11  4 16  4 1 44 

From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  incidence  of  the  fever 
was  heaviest  in  the  age  groups  5 — 15  and  20 — 30. 

28  of  those  attacked  were  females  and  16  males. 

1 add  Table  II.  as  a resume  of  information  in  connection  with 
the  epidemic. 

TABLE  11. 


— 

Age. 

Sex. 

Date  of 
Notification. 

Date  of  onset 
of  attack. 

Residence  at  time 
of  infection. 

H ospi- 
tal. 

Result,  j 

E.B. 

25 

M 

1 6th  June 

■^rd  [une 

Leeks  Terrace 

FI 

Recovered 

P.D. 

7 

F 

1 6th  June 

2ud  June 

Malt  Street 

99 

A.C. 

9 

M 

29th  June 

17th  June 

Silkmill  Street 

H 

99 

J.C. 

10 

M 

29th  June 

24th  June 

9 9 

99 

E.C. 

13 

F 

29th  June 

17th  June 

99 

H 

99 

Ag.C. 

33 

F 

2nd  July 

I2th  June 

Old  Market  Place 

9 9 

T.F. 

12 

M 

2nd  July 

17th  June 

n 

99 

P.F. 

8 

M 

2nd  July 

2Sth  June 

Silkmill  Street 

H 

99 

H.C. 

9 

M 

4th  July 

20th  June 

H 

99 

E.J. 

7 

M 

4th  July 

1st  June 

9 9 

Died 

R.S. 

28 

F 

4th  July 

28th  June 

Drury  Lane 

II 

*S.H. 

25 

F 

5th  July 

13th  June 

Tabley 

Died 

JJ- 

39 

M 

14th  July 

7th  July 

Silkmill  Street 

H 

Died 

M.H. 

12 

F 

19th  July 

5th  July 

Old  Market  Place 

H 

Recoverec 

T.II. 

15 

M 

20th  July 

i8th  July 

99 

H 

L.  B. 

12 

F 

20th  July 

i.st  July 

Silkmill  Street 

) 9 

l.W.L. 

23 

M 

20th  July 

24th  May 

Mobberley  Road 

99 

KB. 

17 

F 

22nd  July 

1st  July 

Malt  Street 

99  ' 

M.H. 

27 

F 

27th  July 

? 

99 

H 

99 

M.A. 

13 

F 

8th  August 

April,  1909 

Minshull  Street 

99 

S.A. 

M 

8th  August 

20th  June 

99 

1 

99 

H.  K. 

22 

V 

20th  August 

9th  August 

Heathside 

' H 

99 

*L.V. 

25 

F 

— 

I 

9 9 

*J.R. 

32 

F 

— 

? 

99 

Died 

*A.M.D. 

24 

F 

— 

? 

Silkmill  Street 

Recovered 

A.J. 

34 

F 

1 6th  September 

loth  September 

9 9 

F.W. 

22 

M 

14th  October 

19th  September 

,, 

E.J. 

16 

F 

1 6th  October 

7th  October 

99 

99 

W.C. 

14 

M 

24th  October 

1 2th  October 

99 

H 

99 

T.C. 

40 

M 

27th  October 

13th  October 

99 

H 

Died 

M.G. 

25 

F 

27th  October 

1 2th  October 

99 

H 

Recovered 

F.C. 

4 

V 

27th  October 

i8th  October 

,, 

9 » 

A.E. 

26 

1^' 

28th  October 

17th  October 

H 

99 

L.W. 

24 

F 

28th  October 

1 8th  October 

5 9 1 

H 

99 

H.J. 

I? 

M 

29th  October 

15th  October 

99 

H 

99 

G.P. 

25 

F 

29th  October 

2 1 St  October 

99 

H 

9 9 

J.W. 

22 

F 

2nd  Noveml)er 

29th  October 

99 

H 

,, 

E.  E. 

10 

F 

2nd  November 

1 8th  October 

Old  Market  Place 

H 

99 

M.d 

24 

F 

2nd  November 

1 8th  October 

Gaskell  Avenue 

H 

99 

E.B. 

7 

F 

nth  November 

22nd  October 

Silkmill  Street 

99 

*L.K. 

16 

F 

28th  November 

17th  November 

Heathside 

H 

99 

H.R. 

14 

M 

15th  December 

7th  December 

Stanley  Road 

H 

99 

J.C. 

7 

F 



17th  November 

Gaskell  Avenue 

Died  i 

*C.V. 

26 

F 

— 

13th  November 

Northwich 

H 

Recovered 

See  page  46  for  footnote. 
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The  enquiries  necessary  in  attempting  to  trace  the  source  of 
the  epidemic  entailed  an  enormous  number  of  visits  and  interviews 
with  people  of  all  classes  either  closely  or  remotely  connected 
with  those  attacked,  but  the  information  gained  was  chiefly  of  a 
negative  character. 

Water. — As  water  alone  was  common  to  all  the  cases,  it 
naturally  attracted  early  attention.  Although  the  source  of  the 
supply  is  far  from  satisfactory,  bacteriological  examination  failed 
to  detect  any  specific  impunity,  and  a thorough  examination  of 
the  courses  of  the  brooks  forming  the  supply  brought  to  light  no 
evidence  of  contamination  likely  to  give  origin  to  the  epidemic. 
The  circumscribed  area  involved  was  also  against  a water-borne 
epidemic. 

Milk. — All  the  farms  supplying  milk  to  the  houses  involved 
were  repeatedly  visited  and  no  case  of  sickness  detected  at  any 
of  them.  The  retail  dealers  were  also  carefully  looked  after  and 
nobody  concerned  in  the  distribution  of  the  milk  was  found  to  be 
involved,  except  one  small  boy  whose  brother  was  found  to  have 
suffered  from  the  disease.  However,  the  retailer  employing  this 
lad  was  found  to  have  supplied  comparatively  few  of  the  houses 
concerned.  In  some  of  the  houses  practically  no  milk -at  all  was 
used. 

Ice  Cream. — There  was  no  evidence  to  incriminate  the  ice 
cream  supplied. 

Shell  Fish. — Hardly  ever  eaten. 

Herb  Beer. — Herb  beer,  manufactured  by  an  old  woman  living- 
in  Silkmill  Street,  was  used  by  the  majority  of  those  infected. 
No  case,  however,  occurred  in  her  house,  and  the  woman  and  a 
daughter  who  lived  with  her  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination  wdth  negative  results. 

Fish  and  Chips  were  largely  taken.  The  shops  supplying 
these  food-stuffs  were  carefully  examined.  In  every  case  the 
business  was  carried  on  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  food  supplied  was  good  and  wdiolesome. 

Water-cress  and  other  Uncooked  Vegetables  Avere  very 
little  used. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. —OAving  to  repeated  complaints  by 
the  residents  in  Silkmill  Street  of  bad  smells  arising  from  the 
grids,  an  examination  of  the  seAA^er  was  undertaken.  It  Avas  found 
to  be  of  an  obsolete  and  dangerous  type,  being  composed  of  a 
miscellaneous  collection  of  pipes  of  different  sizes  and  shapes, 
largely  unjointed,  and  .ventilated  in  rudimentary  fashion  by 
means  of  the  down-spouts.  Not  a single  connection  Avith  this 
sewer  could  be  classed  as  satisfactory.  Its  renewal  was  decided 
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upon,  and  this  work,  supervised  by  a skilled  Sanitary  Engineer, 
was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  I understand  that  action 
is  to  be  taken  to  have  all  other  drains  in  this  street,  many  of 
which  w^ere  of  an  almost  prehistoric  kind,  put  in  order,  the 
remaining  pail-closets  replaced  by  water-closets,  and  a few  ash- 
pits w'hich  still  exist  removed. 

During  the  enquiry  attention  -was  drawn  to  sanitary  defects 
in  other  parts  of  the  town,  but  it  is  hardly  within  the  scope  of 
this  report  to  go  into  details. 

Lodging-houses. — Two  houses  in  Silkmill  Street,  as  well  as 
a few  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  Avere  found  to  be  used  as 
unauthorised  common  lodging-houses.  Such  houses  are  always 
liable  to  be  a source  of  danger. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  report,  at  the  end  of  six  months 
Avork,  that  no  definite  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at  as  to  the 
original  source  of  the  outbreak.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
indulge  in  theories,  but  to  submit  this  report  as  a statement  of 
simple  fact  and  as  an  indication  of  the  scope  and  extent  of  the 
enquiry  that  took  place. 

For  a large  part  of  the  period  I had  the  pleasure  of  assisting 
Dr.  E.  P.  Manby,  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  in  his 
investigations,  and  I am  deeply  grateful  to  him  for  his  encourage- 
ment and  the  fund  of  knowledge  he  always  placed  at  my 
disposal.  To  Dr.  T.  W.  H.  Garstang,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I ow^e,  in  the  first  place,  the  privilege  of  being  able  to 
submit  this  report,  and  throughout  have  been  indebted  to  him 
for  his  kindness  and  assistance.  To  the  inhabitants  of  Knuts- 
ford,  who,  with  few  exceptions,  were  ever  ready  to  provide  any 
information  in  their  power,  I also  desire  to  record  my  thanks. 

T.  L.  FENNELL. 

Knutsford,  llth  February,  1911, 


NOTES.— 

* Not  notified  to  the  Knutsford  Urban  Authority,  but  undoubtedly  contracted  the 
disease  in  Knutsford. 

t ‘ A “ carrier”  of  enteric  fever  is  a person  who,  although  he  or  she  may  be  in  good 
health,  carries  the  infective  material  of  the  fever  in  his  or  her  body,  from  which  it 
may  be  given  off  either  in  the  stools  or  the  urine.’ — Dr.  R.  W.  Johnsto.ne. 

® Two  further  cases  have  occurred  in  the  same  house  during  January,  1911,  prior 
to  the  preparation  of  this  report. 
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Winsford  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1910. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  10,440. 

Population  at  Census  1901,  10,382. 

Decrease,  58. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1910,  10,732. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  5,780—100=5,680. 


Total  Population  at  all  Ages,  10,382. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  2,167. 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*8. 


Census  of 


Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District:  Albert  Infirmary, 
in  Wharton.  (Receives  from  Middlewich). 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District : Union  Workhouse,  at 
Northwich.  Infectious  Diseases*  Hospitals  at  Daven= 
ham  and  Marbury. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 

• tributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
Nil. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  26*7, 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  12*4. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  i’6. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  84. 

Hospital:  Davenham,  and  Marbury. 

Workhouse:  In  Northwich  Urban  District. 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*09318. 


I 
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TABLE  23. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  L) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 


1 ^ 

c 0 

Eirths. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

.y 

! £ c 6 

M 3.0 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages  belong- 

a 

Under 

I Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Cl- 

Deaths  of  Non-residet 

registered  in  Public  1 
stitutions  in  the  Distr 

ing  to  the 
District. 

Year. 

Population  e 
ated  to  Midc 
each  Yea 

Number. 

rt 

Number. 

1 Rate  per 

1 1000  Births 

1 registered. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Total  Deaths  in  ] 
Institutions  in 
District. 

Deaths  of  Residen 

istered  in  Public  I 

tions  beyond  the  I 

Number. 

1 

1 

1 

1900 

10388 

345 

33*2 

46 

133 

162 

4 

165 

15-9 

1901 

10382 

324 

31-2 

29 

89 

132 

I 

132 

12  7 

1902 

10375 

316 

30-4 

40 

127 

146 

I 

145 

13-9 

1903 

10370 

335 

32*3 

40 

119 

135 

4 

I 

6 

139 

13-4 

1904 

10365 

335 

32'3 

45 

134 

165 

8 

4 

I 

162 

15O 

1905 

10355 

313 

30*2 

36 

115 

157 

6 

3 

2 

156 

I5'i 

1906 

10445 

314  ! 

j 

30*1 

52 

166 

140 

6 

5 

I 

136 

13-0 

1907 

10430 

298 

28-5 

31 

104 

146 

5 

3 

5 

143 

137 

1908 

10656 

276  : 

25*9 

43 

156 

160 

7 

3 

7 

164 

15-4 

1909 

10656 

269 

25*5 

31 

"5 

138 

6 

4 

8 

142 

13*3 

Averages 
for  years 
1900-1909 

10442 

312 

30*0 

i 

39 

126 

148 

5 

2 

3 

148 

14-2 

1910 

10732 

287 

267 

24 

84 

136  1 

7 

3 

133 

12-4 
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TABLE  24. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  II.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  Year 


Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 


Names  of 
Localities. 

.-OYER. 

2. — 

AVHARTON. 

, jj 

t/5 

(U 

\r. 

0 

ta 

Ut 

:r.  ^ L* 

tn 

Year. 

Population  e: 
mated  to  mid 
of  each  Yea 

s 

(fi 

T/j 

0 

ir. 

s 

< 

Is 

cS 

<L) 

Deaths  unde 
year. 

Population  e: 
mated  to  mid 
of  each  Yeai 

c 

<u 

m 

s 

< 

13 

ci 

in 

rt 

OJ 

Deaths  undei 
year. 

1900 

i 7040 

238 

104 

28 

3348 

107 

61 

18 

1901 

1 7063 

228 

89 

21 

3319 

96 

43 

8 

1902 

7092 

212 

95 

24 

3283 

104 

50 

16 

1903 

i 7110 

239 

96 

28 

3260 

96 

43 

12 

1904 

7125 

219 

107 

29 

3240 

II6 

55 

16 

1905 

1 7100 

215 

108 

25 

3255 

98 

48 

1 1 

1906 

i 7170 

200 

80 

26 

3275 

II4 

56 

26 

1907 

1 7160 

21  I 

102 

22 

3270 

87 

41 

9 

1908 

i 7316 

163 

104 

20 

3340 

II3 

60 

23 

1909 

! 7316 

180 

96 

15 

3340 

89 

46 

16 

Averages  \ 

! 

of  years  f 
1900  to  ( 
1909.  ) 

7149 

2II 

98 

24 

3293 

102 

50 

16 

1910 

7366 

196 

s,; 

!■= 

3366 

91 

44 

9 

Name  of  District,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  26. 

(Local  Grovemment  Board  Table  IV.) 


Causes  of,  aud  Ages  at,  Death  during*  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District,  VVINSFORD  (URBAN). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Re- 
sidents” belonging  to  Lo- 
calities, whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i. 

I and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  1 1;. 

15  and 
under  2t;. 

1 lA 

C 

53 

u'.'Tj 

c 

65  and 

upwards. 

Over. 

' « . 

! 

Small-pox 

i 

Measles  

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

Whooping-cough... 

I 

I 

I 

Diphtheria 

I 

I 

I 

Croup  

1 Typhus  ... 

... 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

f Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

I 

I 

I 

Cholera  ... 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 

"6 

i 4 

2 

3 

3 

Enteritis  ... 

Gastritis  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas  

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Phthisis  ... 

3 

3 

3 

OtherTuberculous  Diseases 

6 i 

I 

I 

3 

I 

5 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

II 

3 

’s 

6 

5 

Bronchitis  

12  1 

3 

4 

5 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

9 ‘ 

2 

I 

I 

4 

I 

7 

2 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

1 

i 

tory  Organs  

Alcoholism  ) 

3 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  \ 

3 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

i 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

9 

9 i 

•• 

7 

2 

Parturition 

... 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

22 

I 

I 

4 

16 

17 

5 

Accidents  ... 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

Suicides 

...  1 

Debility,  &c 

3 

3 

3 

Convulsions,  &c 

Cerebral  Diseases ... 

13 

8 

5 

10 

3 

Old  Age  ... 

5 

5 

4 

I 

All  other  causes 

20 

2 

2 

10 

6 

IS 

5 

All  causes 

133 

24  i 

5 

8 

38 

47 

89 

44 

Total  Deaths 

whether  ofRe.sidents 
or  non  “Residents  ” 
in  Public  Institu- 
tions in  the  District. 


52 

TABLE  27. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  tlie  year  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 

^ame  of  District,  WINSFQRD  (UKBAN). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week.| 

1-2  Weeks.  | 

"S  , 

<U  1 

rp 

<u 

y 

rp 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months.  1 

2-3  Months.  1 

3-4  Months.  1 

i/j 

c 

0 

IS 

u-> 

[/; 

C 

0 

uo 

6-7  Months.  1 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months.  1 

tft 

c 

S 

o 

On 

lO-iT  Months.  1 

1 1- 12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year. 

. ,i  \ Certified  ... 

All  Cau.ses.  j u, ^certified  

8 

2 

1 

1 1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

24 

.Small-pox 

A-.  Chicken-pox 

Common  P 

Infectious  o i . i- 

Scarlet  rever 

Diseases.  1 n 

Diphtheria:  Croup 

^ Whooping  Cough 

( Diarrhcea,  all  forms 

3 

I 

4 

, ,1  Enteritis, Muco-enterilis,  ) 

DiarrlKfal  1 Gastro-enterilis 

Diseases.  ] Gastro- 

1 intestinal  Catarrh  \ 

. Premature  Birth  ... 
Congenital  Defects 
Wasting  j Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Diseases.  ] Want  of  Breast-milk 

I 

I 

2 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

I 

7 

1 

2 

I 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 

^ Marasmus  \ 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

I 

I 

I 

~ , , 1 Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : ) 

Tuberculous  ^ Tabes  Meseuterica  ( 

Diseases,  j Tuberculous  I 

Diseases  \ 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

1 Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ) 

. , 1 (not  Tuberculous )\ 

yiner  , Convulsions  

3 

I 

I 

I 

1 lironcliitis  

1 Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

i 

I 

I 

2 

1 Sufibcation,  overlying 

L Other  Causes 

1 

i 

1 

8 

2 

J... 

II 

3 

4 

. 

2 

> 

I 

I 

24 

District  of  Winsford. 


Births  in  the  year 


lejritimate 

illegitimate 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  i^io  ...  10732.  f ii 


276 

I I 


Deaths  in  the  year 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  133. 


1 legitimate  infants 
I illegitimate  infants 


53 


TABLE  28. 


Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deatlis;  for  the  Year  1910. 


Total, 

i 

Bihth  Kate. 

Death  Kate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Zymotic  Deaths 

Average. 

1910. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OncYear, 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

Average. 

1910. 

Average. 

1910. 

287  ' 

133 

9 

30-0 

26-7 

14-3 

12  4 

1 

1-6 

0-8 

47 

24 

33 

17 

o4 


TABLE  29. 
Birtlis. 


OVER. 

Of  \ylncli  Ille- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate. 

gitimate. 

M. 

F. 

[Total. 

1st  Quarter 

24 

25 

49 

27'1 

0 

1 

' 1 

2nd  „ 

2o 

21 

46 

25-0 

1 

1 1 

2 

3rd  „ 

28 

21 

i 26-5 

1 

1 1 

2 

4th  „ 

28 

24 

1 52 

28-1 

1 

; 2 

1 

3 

Total 

105 

91 

196 

26-6 

3 

1 5 

i 8 

WHARTON. 

1st  Quarter 

9 

8 

1 

17 

! 

20*5 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2nd  „ 

12 

13 

25 

29-7 

0 

0 

0 

3i-d  „ 

9 

10 

19 

22-4 

0 

1 

1 

4tli  „ 

20 

10  1 

30 

35*4 

0 

1 

0 1 

0 

Total 

50  1 

41 

91 

27-0 

2 

1 1 

3 

Winsford  Total 

155 

132 

287 

26-7 

5 

6 

11 

55 


TABLE  30. 

Shewing  Deaths,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1910. 


Quarter 

Ending. 

1 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate. 

1 

Deaths. 

Percentage 
TO  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever.  | 

Whooping  Cough.  1 

Diphtheria.  | 

c5 

3 

.2 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

1 IMitliisis.  1 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Y ear. 

At  65 
Years 
and  up- 
wards. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

Total. 

Rate. 

March  31 

1 

‘ 32 

i 1 

, 12-1 

8 

6 

25 

19 

1 

1 1 

‘ 0 : 

1 

2 

4 

1-5 

' 9 

J line  30 

i 29 

' 10-8 

7 

6 

24 

21 

0 

^ 1 ! 

0 

1 

9 

1 

0-7 

1 

Sept.  30 

35 

13-0' 

12 

7 : 

34 

20 

01 

0 

2 

2 ‘ 

0-7 

0 

Dec.  31 

* 37 

13-7 

20 

5 

54 

14 

o: 

0 

1 

0-4 

0 

Total 

1 12-4 

47 

24  1 

33 

17 

ll 

1 

1 

6 

i 9 ! 

0-8 

3 

o6 


TABLE  31. 


V accination. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Births 
Begistered- 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Had  Small-pox. 

Dead. 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  on 

Medical  Certifi- 

cate. 

Removed,  and 

Traced. 

Removed,  and 

Lost. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

Unnccounted 

for. 

1896 

i472 

422 

1 

i 

41  i 6 



2 





1897 

450 

398 

— 

■ — 

49  1 2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1898 

i428 

379 

— 

— 

43  2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1899 

U2I 

385 

— 

— 

32  ! 1 

2 

— 

1 

1 — 

1900 

428 

374 

— 

— 

37  1 13 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1901 

393 

361 

— 

— 

22  ! 7 

— 

1 

2 

1 — 

1902 

404 

374 

! 1 

— 

24  i 3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1903 

1403 

350 

— 

— 

42  ! 4 

2 

— 

5 

1 — 

1904 

427 

373 

1 

41  1 5 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1905 

403 

358 

— 

29  ! 8 i 

I 2 1 

— 

I 6 

1 

1906 

399 

334 

— 

1 43  9 

1 

— 

' 12  1 

• — • 

1907 

|362 

305 

1 

' 

28  9 

1 

1 

19 

— 

1908 

1367 

i 

225 

1 i 

— 

28  ! 15 

j i 

2 

1 

. 1 

95 

— 

Total  in  13  j'cars 

5o67 

4638 

1 

4 

459  84  ! 

12 

^ 1 
* 1 

1 

151 

2 

1909 

! 

358 

1 

176 

i 

1 

— 

29  j 8 

2 

1 

1 

141 

— 

57 


TABLE  32. 

Shewing  position  of  Winsford  in  the  County  in  1909,  com- 
pared with  35  other  Urban  Districts. 


Best  of 

36 

Urban 

Districts 

Worst  of 

36 

U rban 
Districts 

Wins- 

ford 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Wins- 
ford in 
the  List. 

Birth  Rate 

41*2 

11-2 

25*5 

7 

Death  Rate 

6-0 

18-5 

13-3 

27 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

00 

2-8  1 

1-4 

33 

Infantile  Mortality  

31 

162 

115 

29 

58 


TABLE  33. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


X* 

OJ 

.2 

u 

V 

It. 

ci 

u 

— i (L) 

Year. 

"rt 

s 

c/3 

Typhus. 

Scarlet 

Fe^ 

j Diphthe 

Enteric 

FeA 

Erysipel 

<u 

3 

Ci. 

TOTAL 

1890 



— 

23 

9 

* 3 

6 

1 

42 

1891 

— 

— 

5 

1 

5 

2 

2 

15 

1892 

— 

— 

14 

12 

j — 

17 

— 

43 

1893 

3 

— 

222 

3 

1 3 

32 

! 6 

2i  9 

1894 

— 

— 

11 

— 

7 

i 2 

23 

1895 

— 

— 

31 

— 

! 2 

9 

4 

46 

1896 

— 

— 

S 173 

4 

i 1 

17 

2 

197 

1897 

— 

— 

25 

2 

1 

19 

— 

47 

1898 

— 

— 

11 

2 

1 

7 

j 1 

22 

1899 

— 

— 

1 18 

2 

i 1 

17 

1 

39 

1900 

— 

— 

i 

6* 

I 

21 

i 2 

147 

1901 

— 

— 

65 

2 

i 

18 

; 3 

93 

1902 

1 

— 

! 20 

8 

: 1 

12 

3 

44 

1903 

1 

— 

i 4 

2 

— 

12 

1 4 

23 

1904 

— 

1 

20 

1 

1 2 

20 

j — 

43 

1905 

— 

1 

! 25 

2 

i 1 

21 

1 2 

51 

1906 

— 

— 

6 

9 

2 

19 

2 

38 

1907 

— 

— 

34 

20 

1 

16 

9 

80 

1908 

— 

1 

228 

29 

4 

14 

4 

280 

1909 

' — 

— 

420 

25 

1 

14 

9 

468 

Total  of 
20  years. 

4 

1 

1 

1469 

139 

40 

300 

57 

2010 

Average 
)f  20  years 

— 

— 

73 

7 

2 

15 

3 

100 

1910 

— 1 

— 

55 

8 

j 

14  ! 

1 1 

78 

59 


TABLE  34. 


Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

cJ 

8 

rt 

G 

TOTAL. 

Phthisis. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

1890 



3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

16 

11 

__ 



1891 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

13 

7 

‘ 22 

14 

— 

1 

1892 

— 

1 

5 

— 

5 

— 

3 

i 14 

9 

— 

1 

1893 

1 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

20 

12 

' 3 

1 

1894 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

12 

2 

1 19 

8 

— 

1895 

— 

3 

! 

— • 

9 

1 

17 

30 

10 

5 

— 

1896 

— 

7 

3 

1 

3 

— 

5 

I 19 

21 

— 

— 

1897 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

11 

i -15 

11 

— 

— 

1898 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18 

i 

11 

— 

— 

1899 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

7 

3 

6 

17 

13 

1 

1 

1900 

1 — 

! 15 

2 

— 

— 

3 

6 

1 26 

10 

— 

— 

1901 

— 

1 2 

i 1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

10 

6 

— 

2 

1902 

— 

— 

4 

1 

6 

5 

4 

20 

9 

— 

— 

1903 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

1 

8 

9 

8 

1 

— 

1904 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

17 

1 

4 



— 

1 905 

— 

1 

— 

— 

21 

1 

1 6 

29 

5. 

I 

2 

1906 

i 1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 1 

7 

13 

4 

1 

1 

1907 

— 

— 

5 

; — 

1 

3 

2 

11 

5 

5 

1 

1908 

— 

2 

4 

' — 

2 

3 

10 

21 

10 

1 

— 

1909 

— 

8 

4 i 

i — 

— 

3 

15 

5 

2 

— 

Total  of 
20  years 

1 

1 CO 

! 

42 

7 

59 

1 

00 

1 45 

394 

1 

186 

20 

10 

Average 
of  20  Years 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 i 

1 

4 

7 

20 

9 

1 

— 

1910 

— 

1 ! 

1 

— 

— 

1 i 

6 

9 

^ 3 

— 

2 

60 


TABLE  35. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1910,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Winsford. 


Dwelling- 
Houses  and 
Schools. 


House 

Drainage. 


Foul  Conditions  ... 
Structural  Defects  ... 
Overcrowding 
Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging  Houses  ... 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  ... 
Bakehouses... 
Slaughter-houses  ... 
Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  K 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Traps  ... 

No  Disconnection  .. 

Other  Faults 
Water  Supply  (Leakages] 
Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades  . . 
Smoke  Nuisances  ... 
Other  Nuisances  ... 


Totals 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

Frecatitiojis  against  Infections  Disease. 
Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  De.' 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
.Schools  ditto  ditto 


Number  ok 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Abated 

ALTER 

Notice  by 

Inspections  and 
Observations 
made. 

Defects  found. 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by 
Authority. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

22 

1 8 

1 

5 

3 

5 

3 

14 

"5 

2 

1 ••• 

3 

2 

2 

16 

216 

13 

4 

9 

' 4 

7 

48 

6 

6 

1 5 

80 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

504  i 

75 

40 

35 

35 

33 

22 

14 

6 

8 

' 6 

8 

160 

15 

13 

2 

13 

2 

346 

54 

36 

18 

20 

18 

26  1 

18 

18 

18 

... 

32 

6 

5 

I 

4 

I 

4 

4 

4 

4 

'6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1501 

232 

147 

85 

124 

80 

Nos. 

6 

)yed  . , 

... 

61 

61 

17 

January  9th,  191 1, 


THOS.  HICKSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


61 


TABLE  36. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1910,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Winsford,  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 
Written 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  2 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  130  4 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total 169  6 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  10  8 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 

1890,  is  adopted. 

The  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order, 

4th  February,  1903,  is  acted  upon 
in  the  District. 

Insufficient  ...  ...  10  10 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  4 3 


2. — Defects  Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 
P'ound.  Remedied  H.M,  of 

Inspector.  Prosecutions 

Health  Acts : — 


Total 


24  21 


3. — Home  Work. 

Inspections  of 

Lists  received  from  Employers.  Outworkers’ 
Lists.  Contractors.  Workmen.  Premises. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c.  2 2 20  20 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Class. 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

5. — Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories : — 
Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  Action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Underground  Bakehouses — 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 


Number, 

118 


2 


62 


TABLE  37. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1910. 


NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  WINSFORD  (URBAN). 

I.  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Are  the  following  in  force  in  your  District  ? 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  Yes, 

2.  Notification  of  Births  Act.  Ac, 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

Sections  in  force.  None, 

4.  Other  Adoptive  Acts.  P,H,A,  Amendt,  Act,  1890, 

IL  BYE-LAWS. 

Are  Bye-laws  in  force  relating  to — 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Yes. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Yes, 

3.  Slaughterhouses.  Yes, 

4.  Houses  let  in  lodgings.  No, 

5.  Cleansing  and  Scavenging.  Yes. 

6.  Offensive  Trades.  No. 

7.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.  No. 

8.  Other  matters.  Water  Worhs ; Seiners  and  Drains; 

Fire  Brigade;  Nuisances. 

Were  any  new  Bye-laws  adopted  during  1910?  No. 


HI.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  From  what  source  derived.  Springs. 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

without  a proper  supply?  No. 

3.  Any  complaints  as  to  action  on  lead  ? No. 

4.  Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1910.  Six,  good, 
b.  Further  developments  required.  None. 
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IV.  SEWERAGE. 

1.  Specify  any  works  carried  out  during  1910.  None, 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

without  a proper  system  of  Sewers  ? A portion 
of  SicanJon)  Lane^  ( under  consideration ), 


V.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  On  what  system  is  sewage  treated  ? Crude  setonge  is 

run  onto  targe  beds  of  cinders  ichich  stand  on  the 
river  bank  and  partly  actually  in  the  river, 

2.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  during  1910  as  to  the 

outfall  works  ? No, 

3.  Any  special  action  taken  during  1910?  Negotiations 

completed  for  purchase  of  2^  acres  of  additional 
land  for  improvements. 


VI  SCAVENGING. 


1.  By  whom  is  this  carried  out?  The  Council. 

2.  W ith  what  frequency  are  the  following  scavenged  : — 

(a)  Midden-privies.  Quarterly, 

(b)  Dry  Ashpits,  Monthly, 

(c)  Pail  Closets.  Weekly. 

(d)  Dustbins.  1 r,,,  . , 

/ ( 1 y yi  hen  required. 

(e)  Cesspools.  J ^ 

3.  Is  the  present  system  in  your  opinion  inadequate 

in  any  respect  ? See  body  of  Report 


VII.  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK5H0PS. 

1.  Number  of  premises  on  Register  at  close  of  1910  : — 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops.  Total  88, 

2.  Number  of  inspections  of  these  made  during  1910.  2J6. 

3.  Number  of  instances  where  notice  has  been  served  for 

defects.  9, 

4.  Number  of  instances  where  legal  proceedings  have  been 

taken  and  results  of  same.  None, 

5.  Are  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District  under  the 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  Ves, 
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VIII.  DWELLINGS. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1910.  4. 

2.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  overcrowding.  5 Notices 

served,  and  nuisance  abated, 

3.  Action  taken  under  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Acts.  None, 

4.  Action  taken  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations,  1910.  See  body  of  Report. 


IX.  PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION. 


1. 

2. 


3. 

4. 

o. 


Any  system  of  notification.  Voluntary. 
Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  patients’^ 
houses  j 

Any  disinfection  of  ditto  ( 

Any  distribution  of  advice  ( 

Any  action  re  spitting  j 

j 


fVhen  a case  is 
notified  these 
points  are 
attended  to  as 
far  as  practic- 
able. 


(Signed)  T.  W.  H.  GARSTANG. 

18th  January,  1911. 


TABLE  38. 

(Under  Art.  V.  Housing;  Reg:ulations,  1910). 


Number  of  houses  inspected.  ...  6 

„ found  unfit  for  habitation.  ...  1 

„ of  representations  to  authority.  ...  0 

„ of  closing  orders  made.  ...  0 

„ of  houses  remedied  without  closing  orders,  ...  1 

„ put  into  fit  state  after  closing  order.  ...  0 


General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist.  ( See  body  of 
Report ). 


65 


WINSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  4 to  12,  inclusive,  is  to 
be  read  as  part  of  this  Keport. 

Area. — Unchanged. 

Population. — After  enquiry  as  to  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  on  the  rate-books,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to 
increase  the  estimate  from  10656  to  10732.  As  1011  brings 
another  Census,  we  shall  soon  know  if  this  basis  is  a sound  one. 

Tables. — A complete  statistical  history  of  the  year,  and  com- 
parison with  previous  years,  may  be  read,  even  if  no  comment 
were  added,  in  the  series  of  16  Tables  immediately  preceding; 
with  the  7 general  Tables  in  the  first  part  of  the  book.  Six  of 
them  are  ordered  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  one  by  the 
Home  Office,  and  one  by  the  County  Council  (the  last-named 
being  a new  one,  of  a highly  inquisitorial  nature)  ; the  remainder 
are  added  at  my  own  discretion,  two  having  been  used  by  my 
predecessor  (1877  — 1895),  and  the  others  containing  such  figures 
as  1 think  likely  to  be  most  interesting  to  the  average  reader. 

1910. — The  year  will  be  found  to  compare  favourably  with  the 
averages  of  previous  years,  though  these  averages  are  themselves 
steadily  improving,  and  so  setting  a higher  standard.  The 
birth-rate  is  the  only  exception,  the  average  falling  from  30*7  to 
30*0  ; the  average  death-rate  improves  from  14*5  to  14*2  ; the 
average  zymotic  death-rate  remains  at  T6  ; and  the  average 
infant  mortality  figure  is  lowered  from  127  to  126. 

Arrangements. — The  Local  Government  Board  has  cancelled 
the  Order  of  23rd  March,  1891,  with  respect  to  “ the  qualification, 
“ appointment,  duties,  salary,  and  tenure  of  office  of  a Medical 
“ Officer  of  Health,”  and  has  issued  a new  Order  of  13th  Decem- 
ber, 1910;  the  only  part  of  it  to  which  1 wish  to  allude  at  the 
moment  is  Article  XIX.  (14),  which  gives  a distinct  instruction 
that  certain  (named)  subjects  SHALL  be  discussed  ; whatever 
may  be  done  with  others.  I propose  in  this  Report  to  adopt  the 
order  and  classification  there  laid  doAvn  ; (which  will  be  a 
complete  departure  from  the  plan  of  previous  Annual  Reports.) 

Art.  XIX.  ( 14 ).  He  shall  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
thirty-Jirst  day  of  December  in  each  year  make  an  Annual  Report 
to  the  Coancif  up  to  the  end  of  December.^  on  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances^ the  sanitary  administration^  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District. 

In  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report,  his  Annual  Report  shall  contain  the  information 
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indicated  in  the  following  paragraphs ; together  with  such  further 
information  as  We  map  from  time  to  time  require, 

XIX.  (14)  (a).  An  account  of  an  p influences  threatening  the 
health  of  the  Disti'ict.^  the  prevalence  of  injections  or  epidemic 
diseases  therein,  and  the  measures  taken  Jor  their  prevention. 

No  special  influeaces  threatening  the  health  of  the  District 
are  known. 

The  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  during  1910  is  shown  in 
Table  25  ; and  a comparison  with  the  preceding  20  years  is  made 
easily  intelligible  in  Table  33. 

Diphtheria. — Only  8 cases  were  notified  ; one  in  the  middle, 
and  one  at  the  end  of  January,  one  at  the  end  of  February,  one 
in  April,  two  (in  one  house)  in  July,  one  in  September,  and  one 
at  the  end  of  December.  They  were  scattered  in  locality  just  as 
in  time,  and  it  is  pretty  clear  that  they  were  sporadic  cases,  and 
not  epidemic.  The  first  case  died  the  day  after  notification  ; of 
the  others  two  were  sent  to  hospital,  and  five  treated  at  home, 
all  of  which  recovered. 

Erysipelas.  —14  cases  notified,  2 deaths.  Such  cases  of 
“ erysipelas  ” as  we  get  are  usually  of  no  practical  importance  ; 
the  occurrence  of  two  deaths  is  quite  unusual.  One  was  a child 
of  5 weeks  (which  had  not  been  vaccinated) ; the  other  a woman 
of  69  years.  I have  no  further  information. 

Scarlet  Fever  — 55  cases  notified  ; probably  more  existing,  as 
several  were  over-looked  until  peeling.  In  Wharton  there  were 
9 cases  in  January,  1 in  March,  and  1 iu  May,  total  1 1,  of  Avhich 
8 were  removed  to  hospital.  In  Over  there  were  12  cases  in 
January,  11  in  February,  5 in  March,  6 in  April,  2 in  May,  3 in 
June,  1 each  in  July,  August,  September,  October,  and  Novem- 
ber, total  44  ; of  which  16  were  removed  to  hospital.  This  was 
obviously  the  close  of  the  great  epidemic  which  began  in  1908  ; 
which  in  three  years  caused  803  cases ; of  which  401  were 
removed  to  hospital.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1910  the  District 
appears  to  be  once  more  quite  free. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  1 case  notified,  (December  19th)  ; 
this  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a midwife,  just  at  the  close  of  the 
customary  ten  days’  attendance  ; the  patient  recovered.  This 
midwife  had  a (fatal)  case  in  November,  1907,  a (fatal)  case  in 
May,  1908,  and  a case  in  June,  1908  ; all  visited  and  enquired 
into  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  She  had  a case 
also  in  February,  1909  ; so  that  her  record  is  a bad  one. 

Cerebro-Spin*al  Meningitis. — One  case  was  notified  on  October 
4th.  It  was  very  fully  and  carefully  enquired  into  the  following 
day  by  Dr.  Fennell  (Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Knuts- 
ford)  on  my  behalf ; and  was  closely  watclied  for  a fortnight. 
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We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  although  undoubtedly  there  was 
meningitis,  it  was  probably  not  “ cerebro-spinal.”  The  medical 
practitioner  who  attended,  still  maintains  his  opinion  that  his 
diagnosis  was  correct ; and  of  course  no  disrespect  is  intended  or 
involved  in  our  retaining  also  our  opinion.  The  case  therefore 
is  included  in  Table  25,  but  is  omitted  from  Table  33. 

Other  Diseases  in  Local  Government  Board  Table  III. — 

(Table  25).  None  of  these  occurred. 

Vaccination. — By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Pimlott  I am  enabled 
to  present  Table  31,  which  gives  the  figures  for  the  “Over” 
Sub-District  of  the  Northwich  Union,  of  which  the  town  of 
Wiusford  provides  more  than  three-fourths  (in  population). 
The  one  feature,  which  overshadows  all  the  others,  is  the 
number  of  conscientious  objections.  Averaging  only  4 per 
annum  over  a period  of  12  years,  they  jumped  to  95  in  1908, 
and  to  141  in  1909.  Undoubtedly  this  might  be  classified  as 
an  “ influence  threatening  the  health  of  the  District.” 

Notifiable  Diseases  and  Deaths. — Table  26  shows  one  death 
from  scarlet  fever  (in  January);  this  was  a case  notified  in 
1909.  Tables  33  and  34  show  that  the  number  of  cases  was 
not  excessive  ; and  that  the  mortality  was  confined  to  1 death 
from  diphtheria,  among  79  miscellaneous  notifications,  (1910). 
This  is  an  excellent  record.  Removals  to  hospital  have  been 
already  detailed  ; they  amounted  to  26  out  of  64  (ordinarily 
removable)  cases.  For  Isolation  Hospital,  see  Annual  Report, 
1908. 

Non-notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases. — Table  26  shows  one 
death  from  whooping-cough  and  6 from  diarrhoea.  Notices 
received  from  Head-Teachers  of  Schools,  under  instructions 
from  the  County  Education  Committee,  included  1 case  of 
whooping-cough  from  the  Council  School  (Infants),  1 of  whoop- 
ing-cough and  1 of  m.easles  from  St..  John’s  (Infants),  6 of 
whooping-cough  from  Wiusford  C.E.,  14  from  Wharton  (Boys), 
48  from  Wharton  (Infants),  44  from  Wharton  (Dierden  Street) 
also  1 measles.  Total  114  cases  of  whooping-cough,  and  2 of 
measles.  The  one  epidemic,  in  Wharton,  was  closely  watched 
by  the  Inspector,  and  isolation  of  cases  obtained  as  far  as 
possible. 

The  6 deaths  from  diarrhoea  all  occurred  in  very  young 
children;  2 in  February,  1 each  in  April,  July,  September  and 
December.  How  far  the  majority  Avere  really  “ zymotic  ” is 
obviously  an  open  question. 

Schools. — Other  notices  have  been  received  (from  11  Schools) 
as  follows  : — scarlet  fever  5,  mumps  3,  chickenpox  2,  ringworm 
56,  eczema  4,  itch  2.  So  far  as  the  experience  of  this  particular 
year  goes,  the  value  of  this  information  seems  very  vague. 


68 


influenza. — One  death  (influenza  and  pneumonia)  occurred 
in  August ; F.,  60  years. 

Phthisis. — Only  3 deaths  were  recorded,  Eate  0*28.  All 
were  females,  and  their  ages  35,  39,  43  years.  After  a death  is 
registered,  disinfection  of  the  house  is  carried  out. 

XIX.  (14)  (b).  An  account  of  all  general  and  special  enquiries 
made  dru'ing  the  year. 

So  far  as  I can  remember,  there  were  no  “enquiries”  (I  am 
a little  in  doubt  as  to  the  exact  meaning  of  the  word)  save  such 
as  were  incidental  to  “ inspections  ” under  which  head  they 
are  described.  Enquiries  and  inspections  are  of  course  being 
made  by  the  Inspector  every  day,  and  at  each  visit  to  the 
District  I personally  inspect  (with  him)  any  place  or  matter  of 
sufficient  importance  among  them.  These  however  are  mere 
routine  duties,  and  I cannot  pretend  to  record  them  in  detail. 

XIX.  (14)  (c).  An  account  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  year,  including  the  statement 
supplied  in  pursuance  of  Art.  XX.  (16)  of  this  Order. 

See  Tables  35,  36,  38. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

In  presenting  my  fifth  Annual  Report,  being  a summary  of 
the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  Council,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
by  the  beginning  of  April  the  pressure  due  to  the  severe 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  had  seriously  interfered  with 
the  more  regular  work  of  the  Department  during  1909,  was 
considerably  relieved,  thereby  leaving  a greater  margin  of  time 
for  attention  to  the  general  duties  of  the  office. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — In  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
the  work  of  Registration  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  was  completed,  88  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors 
of  Milk  having  been  registered  during  this  period  under  these 
Orders.  176  Notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  premises  have 
been  served  on  owners  or  occupiers,  and  in  cases  where  the  work 
has  been  neglected  or  unsatisfactory,  additional  Notices  have 
been  issued,  compliance  with  the  regulations  being  thereby 
secured.  216  Inspections  of  premises,  etc.,  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 

Dr.  Garstang  having  as  usual  accompanied  me  on  many  of 
the  visits,  any  defects  noted  have  been  reported  to  the  Council, 
resulting  in  9 Formal  Notices  being  served,  the  matters  of 
complaint  have  thus  been  remedied,  except  in  one  instance, 
where  extensive  structural  alterations  are  required,  the  work  is 
being  held  over  until  the  coming  spring  months. 
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Factories  and  Wokshops. — 169  Inspections  have  been  made 
in  this  Department  during  the  year,  a number  of  these  visits 
being  made  with  Dr.  Garstang,  and  in  some  instances  I have 
gone  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  One  additional  open- 
ing to  secure  sulficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  has  been 
])rovided  at  Messrs.  Crook  & Son,  Ltd.,  Clothing  Workshop, 
Siddon  Street.  3 Water  Closets  have  been  erected  in  con- 
nection with  the  United  Velvet  Cutters’  Factory  in  Well 
Street,  in  place  of  the  old  Privy  Middens,  and  8 additional 
Pail  Closets  have  been  provided  by  the  Salt  Union,  Ltd.,  for 
the  convenience  of  their  employees  at  the  Meadow  Bank  Salt 
Factory.  Other  matters  dealt  with,  including  matters  referred 
to  the  Council  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  appear  in  the 
Table  of  Inspections  under  this  heading. 

Home  Work. — There  is  only  one  Workshop  in  the  District 
where  Home  Work  is  given  out,  viz.  : — Messrs.  Crook  & Son, 
Ltd.,  Clothing  Workshop,  Siddon  Street.  Two  lists  have  been 
supplied  by  this  firm,  one  in  February,  and  one  in  August,  each 
list  containing  ten  names.  The  homes  where  this  work  is 
carried  on  have  been  kept  under  observation,  no  defects  or 
complaints  having  been  dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  same. 

Canal  Boats. — There  are  only  3 Boats  now  on  the  Register, 
all  being  of  the  “Wide  Boat”  class;  2 of  the  Boats  trade 
between  Northwich  and  Weston,  seldom  coming  to  Winsford, 
except  for  repairs,  etc.  o Inspections  of  Boats  have  been  made, 
the  infringements  discovered  being  Certificate  and  Marking 
defective  with  respect  to  I Boat,  Painting  defective  with  respect 
to  2 Boats  ; compliance  with  the  Regulations  in  reference  to 
these  matters  has  been  secured  without  difficulty.  All  the 
remaining  Boats  comprising  a large  number,  trading  from 
Winsford,  are  now  registered  under  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Acts,  and  do  not  therefore  come  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  Council. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  21  Slaughter-houses  in  use  in 
the  District,  20  being  licensed  and  1 Registered.  The  licenses 
are  renewed  annually  by  the  Council,  a formal  application  in 
each  case  being  required.  These  premises  have  been  systemat- 
ically kept  under  observation,  and  any  nuisances  or  defects 
discovered  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — Only  2 on  the  Register,  both 
being  in  Over.  These  houses  are  kept  clean  and  are  well  con- 
ducted. No  infringement  of  the  Bye-laws  has  been  noted. 

Vans  used  as  Dwellings. — 19  of  these  Dwellings  have  been 
inspected  at  different  times  on  the  Fair  Ground  at  Over,  and 
other  parts  of  the  District.  The  Vans  generally  were  found  to 
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Le  clean  and  in  good  order.  No  instances  of  Overcrowding  or 
other  infringements  were  noted,  and  no  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurred. 

Overcrowding.— 5 Cases  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

Privy  Middens. --The  number  now  in  use  in  the  District  is 
1331.  This  type  of  closet  is  being  gradually  reduced.  During 
the  year  11  Privy  Middens  have  been  converted  into  Pail  Closets, 
and  18  substituted  by  Water  Closets,  after  Notice  being  served 
on  the  owners.  The  Privies  in  the  District  have  been  scavenged 
four  times  during  the  year  under  contract,  the  contents  having 
been  distributed  on  open  land,  a considerable  distance  from 
inhabited  parts  of  the  District. 

Peat  Pails  — The  number  now  in  use  is  419,  being  an  increase 
of  19  for  the  year  ; 11  of  these  are  converted  from  Privy  Middens, 
and  8 are  connected  with  additional  closets  erected  during  the 
year. 

Water  Closets. — There  are  now  659  in  the  District,  being  an 
increase  of  19  for  the  year  ; 4 are  attached  to  new  houses,  13  are 
substituted  for  Privy  Middens,  and  2 have  been  added  to  existing 
property. 

Disinfecting. — 61  houses  in  the  District,  where  infectious 
disease  has  occurred,  also  all  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  found  to 
have  been  in  contact  with  infected  patients,  have  been  disinfected 
during  the  year. 

8 Schools  have  been  disinfected  twice,  the  usual  custom  during 
holidays,  and  1 School  has  been  specially  disinfected,  through 
the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease. 

Infectious  Disease. — All  cases  of  infectious  disease,  on  being 
notified,  have  received  prompt  attention.  Tlie  infected  premises 
have  been  personally  visited,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  case  investigated.  Whenever  the  situation  required,  the 
patient  has  at  once  been  removed  to  Hospital,  and  the  sick-room, 
bedding,  etc.,  disinfected.  Disinfectants  have  in  all  cases  been 
supplied  by  the  Council  free  of  charge,  and  instructions  as  to 
their  proper  use  issued. 

Inspections  under  Housing  Inspection  of  District  Regula- 
tions, 1910. — 6 houses  have  been  inspected  by  Dr.  Garstang  and 
myself  conjointly,  and  action  is  being  taken  with  respect  to 
defects  discovered,  as  a result  of  special  instructions  issued  by  the 
Council,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  a system  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  above  regulations. 

A summary  of  other  matters  dealt  with  is  found  under  the 
Table  of  General  Work. 

THOS.  HICKSON,  A.R.San.I., 
14th  January^  191L  Inspector, 
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XIX.  (14)  (d) . A statement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
nilLoIcsomeness  oj  tJee  milk  produced  or  sold,  in  the  District. 

There  are  no  cattle  permanently  tied  up  ; all  are  turned  out 
to  grass  throughout  the  summer,  and  also  as  much  as  possible  in 
the  other  seasons.  The  structure  of  the  cowsheds  varies  from 
stone  or  brick  with  slate,  to  the  most  flimsy  erections  of  second- 
hand boards  and  bits  of  corrugated  iron.  The  capacity  varies 
from  1 to  60  head  of  cattle.  The  cubic  space  per  head  also 
varies  very  widely.  So  also  do  all  the  other  important  features, 
lighting,  ventilation,  condition  of  floors,  drains,  disposal  of 
manure,  general  cleanliness  of  premises,  and  cleanliness  of 
individual  cattle.  The  Inspector  and  myself  are  constantly 
endeavouring  to  teach  the  importance  of  these  matters  to  those 
cowkeepers  who  are  ignorant  or  indiflerent.  And  though  there 
are  still  unsatisfactory  places,  we  can  at  least  positively  assert 
that  the  general  condition  of  the  District  improves  a little  each 
year. 

XIX.  (14)  (c).  A statement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
wholesomeness  of  foods  for  human  consumption^  other  than  rnilk^ 
produced  or  sold  in  the  District. 

Adulteration  of  food  is  practically  unknown.  Any  action 
taken  is  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  County  Council. 

XIX,  (14)  (f).  A statement  as  to  the  sufficiency  and  quality 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  District  and  of  its  several  parts^  and  in 
areas  where  the  supply  is  from  waterworks,^  information  as  to 
whether  the  supply  is  constant  or  intermittent. 

Quality  excellent.  Sufficiency  just  adequate  to  present  popu- 
lation, All  parts  of  District  supplied.  Supply  constant. 

XIX.  (14)  {g).  A statement  as  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  or 
streams  in  the  District. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  beyond  the  Kiver  Weaver. 
This  river  and  its  tributaries  flow  through  the  great  salt-making 
district  of  Cheshire,  which  includes  also  a considerable  number 
of  chemical  works.  My  private  opinion  is  that  any  little  organic 
pollution  arising  in  this  District  is  of  no  importance  whatever,  in 
view  of  the  normal  condition  of  the  river. 

XIX.  (14)  (li).  A statement  as  to  the  character  and  sufficiency 
of  the  arrangements  jor  the  drainage^  sewerage.,  and  sewage  disposal 
in  all  parts  of  the  District. 

Sewers  and  drains  are  very  fairly  satisfactory.  A small  portion 
of  Swanlow  Lane  needs  a sewer,  but  beyond  that  the  only  parts 
not  sewered  are  I believe  scattered  farms  and  cottages  in  the 
fields  at  some  distance  from  the  town. 

Sewage  disposal  is  a subject  more  open  to  debate.  According 
to  the  point  of  view  it  may  be  described  either  ( 1)  as  the  best 
and  cheapest  in  the  kingdom,  or  (2)  as  practically  non-existent. 
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There  is  of  course  a separate  outfall  for  each  side  of  the  river. 
Each  delivers  crude  sewage  onto  a large  bed  of  cinders  whose 
surface  is  2 or  3 feet  above  water-level.  The  bed  of  cinders 
itself  stands  partly  on  the  bank  and  partly  actually  in  the  water. 
The  river  here  is  abnormally  Avide  and  deep,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  its  bed  has  been  included  in  one  of  the  areas  of  subsidence 
caused  by  brine-pumping.  The  sewage  percolates  through  the 
cinders  in  a manner  which  makes  it  impossible  to  take  a sample 
of  effluent  for  analysis,  and  leaves  a deposit  of  solid  matter  on 
their  surface.  This  is  raked  or  scraped  from  time  to  time  ; and 
fresh  cinders  are  periodically  added,  on  the  surface,  as  the  bed 
gradually  sinks  into  the  river.  Occasionally,  but  not  frequently, 
there  are  complaints  of  bad  smells.  These  filter  beds  lie  south- 
east of  the  town,  well  clear  of  any  houses,  and  have  open  country 
to  the  east  and  north-east. 

The  hamlet  of  Meadow  Bank  until  quite  recently  poured  its 
sewage  direct  into  the  river.  New  works  are  stated  to  be  in 
progress  ; but  no  plans  have  been  submitted  to  me,  nor  have  I 
yet  made  a personal  inspection  ; I am  therefore  unable  at  present 
to  say  anything  about  them. 

XIX^  (14)  (i),  A statement  as  to  the  privy ^ loater-closet^  and 
other  closet  accommodation  in  the  District,  including  information 
as  to  the  approximate  number  of  each  type  oj  privy  and  closet. 

Mr.  Hickson  estimates  (see  (c)  antea)  that  there]  are  now 
1331  privies,  659  water-closets,  and  419  peat- pails.*  When  1 
became  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1896,  there  were  very  few 
water-closets,  and  no  peat-pails.  The  Sanitary  Authority, 
before  that  date,  had  encouraged  privies,  and  discouraged  water- 
closets,  under  a fear  that  the  use  of  the  latter  would  increase  the 
difficulty  of  sewage-disposal.  The  old  privies  are  of  peculiar 
construction  ; (there  are  similar  ones  at  Middle wich).  The 
receptacle  is  sunk  in  the  ground,  and  is  not  confined  to  the  area 
under  the  seat,  but  is  prolonged  under  or  through  the  side-wall 
into  the  back-yard.  This  part  is  covered  with  a stone  or  Avith 
timber  ; (its  object  is  to  afford  means  of  access  for  the  scavenger). 
Frequently  it  receives  rain  Avater  from  the  privy-roof,  or  even 
from  the  yard-surface,  so  an  untrapped  overflow  pipe  is  laid 
connecting  it  Avith  the  nearest  sewer.  These  receptacles  are 
locally  called  “cesspools  ” ; but  this  is  a specialised  use  of  that 
Avord.  The  peat-pail  system  Avas  introduced  by  myself ; and 
gradually  the  Authority  has  come  to  permit  Avater-closets,  and 
to  encourage  the  conversion  of  the  old  privies  into  either  Avater- 
closets  or  peat-pails,  and  the  numbers  quoted  above  are  evidence 
of  Mr.  Hickson’s  activity.  No  other  kind  of  pail  is  allowed. 


* For  description  of  peat-pails  see  Knulsford  Report,  page  40. 
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The  use  of  the  word  “ cesspool  ” must  be  remembered  when 
we  come  to  (A), 

XIX.  {14)  (j).  A statement  as  to  the  character  and  efficiency 
of  the  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  house-refuse,  and  the  cleans- 
ing  of  earth-closets,  privies,  ash-pits,  and  cesspools  in  the  District. 

Briefly  put,  the  arrangements  are  divided  between  contractors, 
who  empty  the  privy-cesspools,  and  the  Council’s  own  Staff,  who 
attend  to  peat- pails  and  ashpits.  There  is  only  one  unsatisfactory 
feature  ; the  contents  of  ashpits  are  frecpiently  wheeled  from  the 
back-yards,  and  tipped  in  the  street,  early  in  the  day,  and  some- 
times lie  there,  (a  dangerous  nuisance,  especially  to  school 
children),  until  late  the  same  clay  before  being  carted  away. 
This  work  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  done  in  the  night-time. 

XIX.  (14)  {k).  A statement  with  regard  to  the  housing  accom- 
modation of  the  District  as  required  hy  Art.  V.  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District ) Regulations,  1910,  and  an  account  of  any 
other  action  taken  hy  the  Council  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  ^c..  Act,  1909,  hearing  on  the  public  health. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1910  the  Council  had  not  complied  with  Art. 
I,  (1 ) of  the  Regulations,  and  had  not  ‘‘  determined  the  procedure 
“ to  be  adopted.”*  Permission  was  obtained  to  make  an  experi- 
mental inspection,  and  report  on  it  to  the  Council.  The  result 
is  shoAvu  (as  required  by  Art.  V.)  in  Table  38,  A suitable  street 
was  chosen,  and  the  first  six  houses  in  it  inspected.  All  were 
found  more  or  less  defective,  and  one  actually  unfit  for  habitation. 
Unofficial  representations  were  made  to  the  owner,  and  the  worst 
faults  were  at  once  remedied.  On  December  13th,  1910,  I 
reported  to  the  Council  as  follows  : — “ I have  visited,  in  company 

“with  Mr.  Hickson,  the  six  houses  in  IStreet  which  are 

“ the  subject  of  his  special  report  to  you  to-night  as  a specimen 
“ of  the  work  that  would  have  to  be  done  under  the  Housing 
“ Regulations. 

“ Several  large  questions  are  immediately  raised,  which  it  will 
“ be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Council  to  discuss  and  decide 
“ broadly  as  a matter  of  principle,  before  applying  it  to  details, 
“ or  particular  cases.  Such  questions  are  for  instance 

“(1)  existence  of  cesspoolsf  and  of  untrapped  overflows  from 
“ them  to  drains. 

“ (2)  absence  of  intercepting  traps  on  house  drains. 

“ (3)  connection  of  rainwater  downspouts  direct  into  drains. 

“ (4)  absence  of  free  yard  area  in  rear  of  dwelling-houses.” 

The  last  named  condition  is  due  to  the  erection  by  the  tenant 
of  unauthorised  outbuildings,  generally  of  wood. 


* On  January  31st,  1911,  a limited  consent  was  given  to  the  making  by  Mr. 
Hickson  of  inspections  in  continuance  of  the  one  now  described. 

t For  definition  see  (/)  sjipra. 
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And  1 might  have  added  the  unsatisfactory  surface  of  unpaved 
yards,  with  broken  and  leaky  drainage-channels. 

The  Council  devoted  a considerable  time  to  the  discussion  of 
these  matters  ; but  with  no  satisfactory  result  from  my  point  of 
view.  For  instance,  on  the  Surveyor  pointing  out  that  my  item 
(3)  was  definitely  permitted  by  the  bye-laws  if  the  joints  were 
sound,  the  Council  decided  that  all  that  could  be  done  was  to 
require  ow  ners  to  make  good  all  defective  joints.  In  my  opinion 
it  would  have  been  a better  policy  to  decide  to  adopt  new^  bye- 
law's a little  less  antiquated. 

And  it  is  obvious  that  until  the  Council  takes  a more 
serious  view  of  its  duties  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  the 
amount  of  work,  which  Mr.  Hickson  will  be  able  to  do,  wdll  be 
lessened  by  lack  of  support  from  the  Authority. 

XIX,  (14)  (/).  A statement  as  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District^  including  a tabular  statement^  in  such  form  as  H^e  may 
from  time  to  time  Direct^  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  ivithin  the 
District. 

See  Tables  23-4,  26-30,  34. 

Births. — Table  29  presents  the  multitudinous  details  in  a 
form  which  can  be  more  easily  grasped,  on  sight,  than  by  any 
lengthy  written  description.  Table  23  show's  that  the  number 
of  births  (287)  is  rather  higher  than  in  the  tw'o  preceding  years, 
but  is  still  much  below'  the  average.  1 he  Rate  (26'7)  is  in  the 
same  position  among  the  Rates.  The  Rate  is  however  1*7  above 
that  for  the  whole  country  (^i.e.  England  and  Wales  without  the 
large  towms). 

Illegitimate  Infants. — (Table  29).  The  number  born  is  11  ; 
or  3*8  per  cent,  of  all  births.  There  w'ere  2 deaths  of  illegiti- 
mate infants,  or  18  per  cent,  of  such  births,  whilst  22  deaths 
among  276  legitimate  births  form  8 per  cent. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  in  the  District  w'as  136  ; of 
which  2,  occurring  in  the  Infirmary,  belonged  to  Middlewich, 
and  one,  body  found  in  river,  to  Moulton.  -None  were  reported 
from  outside  ; so  the  net  number  is  133,  and  the  Rate  12*4.  This 
is  the  lowest  death-rate  recorded  for  this  District,  is  1*8  below 
the  average,  and  is  1*2  below  that  for  the  whole  country  (as 
defined  above). 
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The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 
building  up  of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

II 

1*02 

February 

15 

I *40 

March 

6 

• • • 

0-56 

April 

...  lO 

0*93 

May 

13 

r2i 

June 

6 

0-56 

July 

II 

1*03 

August 

13 

I-2I 

September 

II 

1*02 

October 

7 

065 

November 

15 

1-40 

December 

15 

I *40 

133 

1 2 39 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  were 
24  only,  or  15  below  the  average  ; and  the  “ mortality  figure  ” is 
84,  which  is  42  below  the  average,  and  the  lowest  recorded  in 
Table  2'S.  It  is  also  12  below  the  figure  for  the  whole  country 
for  1910.  Table  27  analyses  the  causes  of  these  deaths,  and  it 
would  appear  that  just  about  one-half  were  unavoidable. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — None. 

Mortality  among  Old  People.— 47  deaths  at  65  years  and 
upwards,  being  33  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 

Gastritis.— 2 deaths  ; children  of  6 months  and  8 months. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases.— 6 deaths  ; 2 ascribed  to  men- 
ingitis, 1 to  peritonitis  ; 2 to  tubercle  of  bones  (leg),  and  1 to 
tubercle  of  larynx.  Ages  3,  8,  8,  17,  18,  39  years.  Rate  0-56. 

Cancer. — 11  deaths.  Rate  1*02.  3 males,  8 females.  Ages 

42,  44,  53,  and  the  rest  from  68  to  75  years. 

Respiratory  Diseases.— 21  deaths.  Rate  1*96. 

Heart  Diseases.— 22  deaths.  Rate  2*05. 

Alcoholism. — 3 deaths.  Rate  0*28.  M .,  37  years  ; M.,  38  years  ; 
F.,  32  years. 

XIX.  (14)  (m).  re  Midwives. 

This  section  does  not  apply.  I only  act  as  local  Inspector  for 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; and  I visit  every  midwife 
quarterly,  and  more  often  if  necessary. 


Having  now  written  the  various  accounts  demanded  by  the 
new  Order  of  the  Lo^al  Government  Board,  I find  that  it  has 
practically  meant  little  more  than  a re-arrangement  of  the  matter 
1 have  been  accustomed  to  include  in  my  Annual  Report. 

The  following  however  have  escaped  inclusion. 
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Comparative  Position.— Table  32  (for  1909)  shows  that 
Winsford  was  low  down  the  list,  compared  with  other  Urban 
Districts  in  Cheshire.  I have  frequently  commented  on  this, 
which  is  chronic. 

Accidents  are  included  in  “ Coroner’s  Inquests,”  which  were 
held  as  follows  : — (two  on  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District; 
and)  January  15th,  F.,  49  years,  fall  off  chair;  May  9th,  F.,  32 
years,  alcoholic  poisoning  ; July  26th,  M.,  5 years,  accidentally 
drowned  in  pond  ; October  3rd,  M.,  15  years,  crushed  in 
machinery  ; November  21st,  M.,  66  years,  apoplexy. 

Conclusion. — I have  thought  it  well  to  bring  the  Inspector’s 
report  into  its  place  under  XIX,  (14)  (c),  as  being  a first-hand, 
instead  of  second-hand,  account  of  his  Avork  ; and  I do  not  think 
I can  add  anything  to  it.  It  is  the  merest  justice  to  him  to  add 
my  personal  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  always 
given  me. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANG, 


February  15th^  1911. 


D.P.H.  Viet. 
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Bucklow  Rural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1910. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  20,382. 

Population  at  Census  1901,  19,850.  (N.B.-Area  diminished). 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1910,  23,681. 

Ditto,  less  Public  Institutions,  22,550. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  57.642—544=57.098. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  4,115.  ) At  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*8.  J 1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District:  St.  Anne’s  Home, 
Dunham  Massey,  (Manchester  Consumption  Hospital). 
Baguley  Sanatorium  for  General  Infectious  Diseases. 
(Manchester  Corporation).  David  Lewis  Epileptic 
Colony,  Marthall. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District:  Union  Workhouse,  Knuts- 
ford.  General  Hospital,  Altrincham.  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary.  Monsall  Hospital. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
Nil. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  19*3. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  9*7. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  0*3. 

Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  64, 

Hospital.  'j 

\xr  . u (See  above. 

Workhouse.) 

Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*04399. 


TABLE  39. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  I.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 
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TABLE  40. — (Local  Governincnt  Boaid  Table  11.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BUCK  LOW  (BURAL). 
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TABLE  42. 

(Local  Grovemment  Board  Table  IV.) 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Re- 
sidents” belonging  to  Lo- 
calities,whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

t/i  r 

t/1  " c .tj  h 

•5  -S  “ • - 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i. 

I and 
under  5.  , 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

— i 

S3 

ir-.'TJ 
H C 

65  and 

upwards. 

Altrin-  i 

CHAM. 

<< 

> 

Knuts-  i 

FORD.  : 

WlLM- 

SLOW.  , 

u 

a 

< 

en 

Total  De 

whether  of  R 

or  non  “Re? 

in  Public  I 

tionsinthc] 

Small-pox 

Measles  

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

. .. 

6 

Whooping-cough... 

I 

I 

I 

... 

Diphtheria  ... 

I 

I 

I 

4 

Croup 

I 

I 

I 

( Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

1 

I 

I 

f Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

5 

I 

3 

I 

2 

2 

I 

Cholera 

Plague  

Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

I 

Enteritis  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Gastritis  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

I 

1 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis  

9 

I 

8 

2 

I 

'*6 

OtherTuberculous  Diseases 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

20 

1 

I 

12 

7 

6 

4 

I 

6 

3 

Bronchitis 

12 

I 

4 

7 

4 

2 

I 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

lO 

I 

3 

4 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

5 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory Organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ^ 

5 

2 

3 

2 

I 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  ... 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

9 

9 

4 

3 

* 

I 

... 

Parturition 

* 

Heart  Diseases  

39 

I 

I 

19 

18 

^3 

I 

10 

6 

9 

I 

Accidents 

8 

I 

I 

I 

4 

I 

2 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Suicides 

I 

1 

I 

I 

Debility,  &c 

5 

5 

1 

i ••• 

...  i 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Convulsions,  See 

9 

6 

1 3 

1 

i 

2 

2 

I 

4 

Cerebral  Diseases. . . 

i8 

' 3 

2 

5 

”8 

8 

2 

3 

5 

Old  Age 

28 

28 

8 

"6 

5 

2 

7 

All  other  causes 

27 

2 

3 

10 

12 

9 

5 

3 

10 

b 

All  cavises 

220 

28 

1 

15 

4 

1 1 

75 

87 

69 

24 

34 

30 

63 

17 
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TABLE  43. 

(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1910. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 

JSame  of  District,  BUCKLOW  (BUBAL). 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week.] 

1-2  Weeks.  | 

2-3  Weeks.  | 

3-4  Weeks.  | 

Total  under 

I Month. 

1-2  Months.  1 

2-3  Months.  1 

3-4  Months.  1 

4-5  Months.  1 

5-6  Months.  1 

6-7  Months.  | 

7-8  Months.  1 

8-9  Months.  1 

9-10  Months.  1 

C 

0 

s 

6 

1 1 1- 12  Months.  1 

All  Causes. 

Certified 

Uncertified 

14 

1 

I 

16 

2 

2 

2 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Common 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Diarrhoeal  j 
Diseases,  'j 

i 

1 

Wasting 
Diseases,  j 

1 

Tuberculous  J 
Diseases. 

1 

Other  J 

Causes. 

r Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  : Croup 

^ Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

I 

Enteritis, Muco-enteritis,  | 
1 Gastro-enteritis  | 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  | 

L intestinal  Catarrh  * 

, Premature  Birth  ... 
Congenital  Defects 

1 Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

I 

9 

3 

9 

3 

I 

1 Want  of  Breast-milk 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ( 

^ Marasmus  ' 

C Tiihpmilnns  "Meninrritis  . 

1 

I 

I 

1 Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : / 

[ Tabes  Mesenterica  i 

1 Other  Tuberculous  ) 

L Diseases  ^ 

f Erysipelas  ..  ... 

1 

1 

1 Syphilis 

I 

1 Meningitis  1 

1 ( not  Tuberculous ) ' 

[ Convulsions 

1 Tlrr»nr*Viitic 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

( T Q tic 

1 ■ 

y 11^  i ••  ••• 

1 Pneumonia 

I Suffocation  overlyin**' 

... 

1 r'ancpc 

' I 

I 

I 

i 

14 

■ 

■ 

16 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

9 

5 


I 


4 

I 


28 


District  of  Bucklow 


Births  ill  the  year 


legitimate 

illegitimate 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910  ...  22550 


427 

12 


Deaths  in  the  year 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  220. 


i legitimate  infants 
^ illegitimate  infants 


27 


under  One  Year. 
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TABLE  44. 

Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  7 years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Year  1910. 


i 

i RURAL  PART 

1 OF 

1 SUB-DISTRICT 
OF 

Total, 

Birth  Bate. 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths. 

[Percentage 
to  Total 
Deaths  of 
Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths 

1 1 

Zymotic  Deaths 

Average  7 years. 

1910. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

At  65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Under  OneYear. 

1 

Average 

7 years. 

i 

1 

1 

Average 

7 years. 

1910. 

Altrincham. 

177  1 

' 69 

2 

21-8 

21-5 

IM 

8-4 

1-0 

0-2 

23 

9 

33 

13 

Lymm 

47  ! 

24 

— 

19*3 

15-7 

11-8 

8*0 

0*5 

— 

10 

4 

40 

16 

Knutsford... 

70  i 

34 

1 

19*5 

19*1 

12-0 

9-3 

0-3 

0*3 

16 

4 

47 

12 

Wilmslow ... 

54 

30 

1 

16-01 

15-0 

10-4 

8-3 

0-4 

0-3 

12 

1 

40 

3 

Sale 

91 

63 

3 

26*0| 

! 

21-3 

14-5 

14-8 

1-5 

0-7 

26 

10 

41 

16 

Total 

439 

220 

7 

20-8 

19-3 

11-9 

9-7 

0-7 

0-3 

87 

28 

39 

13 

TABLE  45. — Births  1910. 
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TABLE  46. 
Illegitimate  Infants. 


'rural  part  of 

SUB-DISTRICT 

OF 

Legilimale. 

Illegit 

imate. 

Percentage  of  Deaths 
under  i Year  to  Births. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I Year, 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I Year. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Altrincham . 

172 

9 

5 

0 

5-2 

1 

* 0-0 

Lymm  .... 

46 

,3 

1 

1 

6-4 

, 1000 

Knutsford . . . 

69 

4 

1 

0 

5-8 

0-0 

Wilmslow  ... 

52 

1 

2 

0 

1-9 

0-0 

Sale 

88 

9 

3 

1 

10*2 

33*3 

Total 

427 

26 

12 

2 

6T  ' 

16*6 

TABLE  47. 
Deaths  1910. 


Rural  part  of 
Sub-District  of 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Total. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Altrincham 

12 

5-9 

24 

11-7 

15 

7-2 

18 

8-7 

69 

8-4 

Lymm 

8 

10-8 

7 

9-3 

5 

6-6 

4 

5*3 

24 

8-0 

Knutsford  ... 

10 

IIT 

7 

7-7 

10 

10-8 

7 

7-6 

34 

9*3 

Wilmslow  . 

15 

16-9 

3 

3-3 

7 

7*7 

5 

5-5 

30 

8-3 

Sale 

15 

14-3 

22 

20*7 

13 

12-1 

13 

12T 

63 

14-8 

Total 

60 

10-7 

63 

IM 

50 

8-7 

47 

! 8-2 

220 

9-7 
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TABLE  48. 
Coroner’s  Inquests. 


Date. 

Sex 

Age. 

Where  Held. 

Where 
Belonged  to. 

Verdict. 

NON-RESIDENTS. 

Nov.  24 

F 

20 

Consumption 

Ashton-under- 

Heart  failure  during 

Flospital,  Dun- 

Lyne 

anaesthetic 

ham  Massey 

RESIDENTS. 

Dec.  27 

(1909) 

M 

30 

Manchester 

Styal 

Suicide  ; cut  throat 

Jan.  21 

M 

31 

Knulsford 

Ollerton 

Heart  disease 

Feb.  20 

M 

51 

High  Legh 

High  Legh 

Heart  disease 

Mar,  8 

M 

30 

Manchester 

Northen  Etchells 

Accident ; fractured 

skull  ^ 

Mar,  9 

F 

2 mos 

Baguley 

Baguley 

Convulsions 

Mar.  12 

M 

67 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Pneumonia,  following 

accidental  injury 

Mar.  20 

M 

21 

Astoii-by-Bud- 

Aston-by-Bud- 

Found  drowned  in  a pit 

worth 

worth 

Mar.  30 

M 

72 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Syncope 

April  16 

F 

30 

Timperley 

Timperley 

Cerebral  hoemorrhage 

April  16 

M 

1 1 mos 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Pneumonia 

April  17 

F 

3 cJays 

Warburton 

Warburton 

Congenital  Defects 

May  S 

M 

1 1 mos 

Timperley 

Timperley 

Rickets;  improper  feed- 

May  16 

M 

40 

Dunham  Massey 

Unknown 

in^ 

Found  drowned  in  canal 

May  24 

M 

42 

Altrincham 

Dunham  Massey 

P'ound  drowned  in  canal 

July  22 

F 

2 mos 

Mere 

Mere 

Improper  feeding 

July  27 

M 

6 

High  Legh 

High  Legh 

Accidentally  drowned  in 

Sep.  26 

F 

73 

Timperley 

I'imperley 

pit 

Heart  disease 

Oct.  19 

M 

47 

Timperley 

Timperley 

Heart  disease 

Dec.  4 

M 

73 

Northenden 

Northenden 

Inflammation  of  bowels 

Dec.  23 

M 

47  1 

1 

Altrincham 

Millington 

Run  over  by  lurry 
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TABLE  49. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  1910,  arranged  according 

to  Localities. 


1 Small-pox.  1 

Scarlet  Fever.  I 

1 Diphtheria.  1 

Enteric  Fever.  I 

1 Eiysipela.s.  I 

Puerperal  Fever.  I 

1'otal. 

1 Small-pox.  1 

Scarlet  Fever.  I 

1 Diphtheria.  I 

Enteric  Fever.  1 

Erysipelas.  1 

Puerperal  Fever.  1 

Total. 

Ashley 

Agden 

Dunham  Massey 

5 

I 

I 

I 

7 

Aston  - by  -Budworth 
Bollington 

I 

Timperley 

19 

I 

2 

'>1 

High  Legli 
Millington 

A 

A 

T* 

_ 



Partington  * 

Altrincham  ) 

District  | 

Warburton 

I 

I 

25 

I 

I 

3 

30 

Lymm  District  . . . 

5 

5 

Bexton 

Mobberlev 

1... 

Marthall 

I 

I* 

Northen  Etchells 

1.. 

Mere 

I 

I 

2 

Styal 

47 

I 

-1 

48" 

Ollerton 

Peover  Inferior 

Wihnsloiv  District 

47 

i! 

48 

1 CUVCl  oupcriux  1 

Pickmere 

Plumbley 

I 

I 

Bagulev 

1 I 

?! 

I 

Q 

Rostherne 

A 

I 

5 

I 

Carrincrton 

3 

6 

li 

A 

Tabley  Inferior 
Tabley  Superior 
Tatton 

T* 

I 

Northenden 

4! 

2 

3 

15 

...| 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

Sale  District 

10 

12! 

_i 

2 

4 

28 

Toft 

Knntsford  District 

- 

7 

— 

7 

I 

I 

12 

SUMMARY  : 
Altrincham 

Ly  7)17)1 

25 

c 

I 

I 

3 

30 

5 

12 

48" 

28 

o 

K7intsford 

Wil77islow 

J 

1 

47 

10 

I ' 

3 

I 

I 

Sale 

I2i 
i 

2 

4 

Btccklow  District  . . . 

94 

^4! 

6 

8 

I 

123 

In  the  Epileptic  Colony. 


'39  Scarlet  fever  and  i diphtheria  in  the 
Cottage  Homes. 


88 

TABLE  50. 

vSliewiug  Population,  Census,  1901 ; Total  Deaths,  Deaths 
from  Special  Diseases,  and  at  Special  Ages,  in  entire  Sanitary 
District,  the  Registration  Sub-Districts,  and  the  individual 
Townships,  in  1910. 


OO 

m 

X 

H 

Deaths  from 

Special  Dise.^ses. 

Two  Groups 
OF  Ages. 

H r-l 

Kkgistration 

W 

t 65  Years 

and 

Upwards. 

^ cc 

Districts 

AND  Townships. 

Q 

H 

O 

H 

sarlet 

Fever. 

nteric 

Fever. 

c/5 

r^H 

CD 

ci 

0 

’5^0 

80 

8 

c3 

S3  0 
PI 

0 

y5 

CO 

'S 

uerperal 

Fever. 

Under  1 

Year. 

s 

Q 

H 

pH 

424 

Ashley 

Dunham  Massey  ... 

2 

1 

2644 

27 

1 

1 

2 

7 

4 

491 

Ringway 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3215 

Timperley 

35 

14 

4 

6774 

Altrincham  District 

69 

1 

1 

2 

2 

23 

9 

110 

Agden 

423 

Aston-by-Budworth 

4 

2 

"i 

215 

Bollington 

1 

794 

High  Legh 

8 

2 

1 

225 

Millington 

3 

"i 

1 

552 

Partington 

5 

. 3 

"i 

403 

Warburton 

3 

0 

1 

2722 

Lymm  District 

24 

1 

10 

4 

124 

Bexton 

244 

Marthall 

437 

Mere 

”4 

"i 

2 

270 

Ollerton 

3 

1 

1 

144 

Peover  Inferior  ... 

1 

1 

549 

Peover  Superior  . . . 

8 

4 

203 

Pickmere 

3 

333 

Plurabley 

4 

"2 

"i 

413 

Rostherne 

4 

"i 

3 

129 

Tabley  Inferior  ... 

2 

"i 

"i 

1 

493 

Tabley  Superior  ... 

2 

1 

120 

Tatton 

176 

Toft 

3 

2 

3635 

Knutsford  District 

34 

1 

1 

1 

16 

4 

1353 

Mobberley 

10 

3 

738 

Northen  Etchells  ... 

12 

1 

"i 

5 

"i 

1153 

Styal 

8 

4 

3244 

Wilmslow  District... 

30 

1 

1 

12 

1 

834 

Baguley 

13 

1 

1 

4 

2 

514 

Carrington 

9 

"i 

1 

"i 

3 

1 

2127 

Northenden 

41 

’’i 

1 

5 

19 

7 

3475 

Sale  District 

63 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

26 

10 

19850 

j Buckloio  Rural  \ 
i District.  J 

220 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

9 

1 

87 

28 

89 


TABLE  51. 
Vaccination  1909. 


j Births. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Had  Small-pox. 

1 

Died 

Unvaecinated. 

Postponed  on 

Certificate. 

Removed  and 

Traced. 

Lost. 

Number 

Remaining. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

Altrincham 

406 

I 277 

1 



21 

5 

1 

7 



94 

356 

I 225 

4 

— 

25 

8 

1 

3 

— 

90 

Lymm 

87 

1 69 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

93 

1 73 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Knutsford 

85 

' 62 

— 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

12 

... 

102 

1 81 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Wilmslow 

111 

54 

— 

— 

2 

29 

4 

— 

— 

22 

112 

53 

— 

— 

4 

15 

7 

3 

— 

30 

Sale 

325 

276 

1 

— 

18 

1 

— 

6 

— 

23 

297 

228 

3 

— 

15 

7 

— 

7 

— 

37 

Totals 

1974 

1398 

9 

— 

100 

69 

14 

26 

— 

358 

TABLE  52. 

Shewing  the  position  of  the  Bucldow  District  as  compared 
with  11  other  Rural  Districts  in  Cheshire  in  1909. 


Birth  Rate. 

Place  in  List. 

Deatli  Rate. 

Place  in  List. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

Place  in  List. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Figure. 

Place  in  List. 

Best  of  12  ... 

26-8 



lOT 



0-25  i — 

58 



Worst  of  12 . 

16-4 

— 

13*5 

— 

1'25  ^ — 

102 

— 

Bticklow  ... 

18-9 

10 

11-6 

5 

0-30  2 

66 

4 

90 


TABLE  53. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


X 

c3 

.2 

33 

lA 

rt 

Year. 

1 

1 

rt 

o 

C/2 

Diphthe: 

Enteric 

Fe^ 

Puerperc 

Fe\ 

Cholera. 

Erysipel 

TOTAL 

1890 



26 

5 

5 

1 



2 

i 39 

1891 

— 

28 

5 

7 

— 

— 

8 

i 48 

1892 

— 

68 

8 

2 

' — 

11 

107 

1893 

193 

18 

j 14 

1 

1 — 

i 14  1 

240 

1894 

1 

116 

40 

i 7 

2 

1 

16 

182 

1895 

2 

39 

19 

11 

3 

j 

79 

1896 

— 

31 

9 

19 

1 

1 — 

' 5 

65 

1897 

— 

42 

3 

8 

— 

! 

6 : 

59 

1898 

— 

19 

, 11 

6 

— 

1 1 

9 ! 

46 

1899 

— 

83 

6 

7 

2 

— 

8 

i 106 

1900 

— 

79 

8 

1 6 

1 — 

— 

; 3 

96 

1901 

— 

120 

23 

1 6 

— 

! 

i 9 

158 

1902 

1 

! 46 

37 

; 6 

! 4 

9 

; 102 

1903 

6 

1 52 

25 

7 

— 

1 — 

, 7 

97 

1904 

— 

^ 79 

27 

2 

3 

1 6 

i 117 

1905 

— 

j 58 

! 31 

2 

1 3 

1 — 

14 

1 108 

1906 

— 

75 

! 17 

5 

1 

: — 1 

8 

106 

1907 

— 

I 53 

1 9 

4 

1 

' — 

5 

1 

1908 

1 

65 

25 

2 

2 

1 - 

10 

' 105 

1909 

— 

156 

! 7 

41 

1 

- 

1 

; 206 

Total  of 
20  years. 

1428 

333 

183 

27 

. 1 

1 

156 

2138 

Average 
of  20  years 

i - 

71 

17 

9 

1 i 

_ 

8 j 

107 

1910 

: — i 

94 

14 

6 

1 ! 

— 

8 1 

I 123 

91 


TABLE  54.  . 
Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

TOTAL. 

Phthisis. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

1890 



5 

. 1 



3 

3 

8 

20 

43 

1 

1 

1891 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

6 

18 

40 

— 

— 

1892 

— 

13 

3 

1 

7 

3 

• 6 

33 

32 

2 

2 

1893 

2 

3 

6 

6 

1 

7 

18 

43 

28 

3 

1 

1894 

— 

1 

4 

5 

8 

1 

5 

24 

i 29 

3 

1 

1895 

1 

— 

2 

i 5 

3 

4 

2 

17 

j 22 

1 

3 

1896 

: 

1 

— 

3 

3 

4 

17 

1 

23 

— 

1 1 

1897 

— 

16 

1 

i 2 

1 

3 

15 

38 

1 

26 

— 

i — 

1898 

— 

3 

1 

1 2 

— 

2 

11 

19 

1 

19 

— 



1899 

— 

— 

3 

^ 1 

7 

3 

16 

30 

29 

1 

2 

1900 

• 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1 

7 

18 

22 

— 

— 

1901 

— 

1 

2 

5 

8 

2 

10 

28 

15 

1 

i 

1902 

— 

1 

2 

' 7 

1 

— 

1 

12 

10 

— 

4 

1903 

2 

2 

4 

7 

6 

1 

8 

30 

18 

2 

i 

1904 

— 

1 

2 1 

2 

7 

1 

8 

21 

17 

1 

1 

1905 

— 

5 

4 

4 

1 

1 

6 

21 

12 

— 

— 

1906 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

11 

19 

15 

— 

1 

1907 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 ! 

— 

2 

6 

13 

— 

— 

1908 

— 

2 

1 

6 

7 

— 

5 

22 

10 

— 

— 

1909 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— ! 

— 

3 

8 

14 

— 

— 

Total  of 
20  years 

5 

61 

43 

65 

78 

39 

152 

444 

437 

15 

17 

Average  ! 
of  20  Y ears 

— 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

8 

22 

1 

22 

1 

1910 

— 

3 

-!  1 

1 1 

1 

1 

7 

i 9 

— 

1 

92 


TABLES  o5  & 56. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  Cow-keepers  and  Milk-sellers. 


Township. 

Mr.  McKenzie.- 

-On  Register. 

Mr.  Metcalfe. 

Inspections 

1 Defects 

1 Found  and 

1 Notices 
Served. 

Factories. 

Workshops 

Domestic 

Workshops 

j Total. 

Cow- 

keepers. 

Milk- 

sellers. 

Agden 

2 

1 





2 

2 

3 

1 

Ashley 

5 

3 

— 

3 

2 

5 

26 

15 

Astoo-by-Bud  worth 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

38 

8 

Baguley 

9 

2 

— 

7 

2 

9 

18 

2 

Bextoii 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

5 

4 

Bollington 

2 

2 

1 

] 

— 

2 

10 

6 

Carrington 

9 

3 

— 

6 

3 

f) 

9 

1 

Dunham  Massey  ... 

24 

2 

6 

13 

5 

24 

37 

]6 

High  Legh 

9 

2 

1 

5 

3 

9 

44 

12 

Marthall 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

19 

12 

Mere 

6 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

25 

4 

Millington 

4 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Mobberley 

24 

1 

4 

11 

9 

24 

59 

36 

Northenden 

67 

1 

6 

23 

38 

67 

13 

9 

Northen  Etchells  ... 

7 

1 

— 

4 

3 

4 

13 

7 

Ollerton 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

12 

9 

Partington 

9 

1 

2 

5 

2 

9 

9 

3 

Peover  Inferior 

O 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

7 

3 

Peover  Superior  ...1 

9 

2 

2 

2 

5 

9 

27 

13 

Pickmere 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

16 

4 

Plumbley 

8 

— 

2 

3 

3 

8 

18 

6 

Ringway 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

27 

8 

Rostherne 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

4 

Styal 

10 

3 

1 

5 

4 

10 

]7 

12 

Tabley  Inferior 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Tabley  Superior 

1 12 

— 

— 

4 

8 

12 

22 

16 

Tatton 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Timperley 

1 37 

5 

9 

18 

10 

37 

15 

8 

Toft 

j 1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

4 

\Va I burton 

1 4 

2 

1 

1 

o 

4 

8 

2 

Tutfil 

_ 

285 

39 

45 

124 

110 

285 

523 

231 

93 


TABLE  57. 


Summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  in  the  Bucklow  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1910, 


Dwelling»houses  and  Schools  — 

Houses  inspected  ... 
Schools  inspected  ... 
Foul  conditions 
Structural  defects  ... 


Drainage — 

Drains  tested 
Drains  re-laid 
Drains  amended 
Soil-pipes  tested  ... 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Farms  n 

Cowsheds  ( 

Dairies  C 

Milkshops  ) 

-New  Cowsheds  built 

Notices  served  (including  lime-washing)... 
Applications  for  registration 


4 

71 

89 


...  141 

...  66 

7 

11 


...  614 


3 

...  1180 
14 


Disinfection  and  Infectious  Diseases — 

Number  of  visits  ... 

Houses  disinfected  ... 

Schools  disinfected... 

Lots  of  bedding  and  clothes  disinfected  .. 
Lots  of  bedding  and  clothes  destroyed  .. 

Anthrax — 

Visits 

Tuberculous  Cows  — 

Visits 

Food  Inspection  — 

Slaughter-houses 
Butchers’  Shops 
Fish  Carts 
Meat  Carts 
Fruit  Shops,  etc. 


253 

79 

4 

79 

Nil 


6 


9 


306 
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Scavenging- 

Ashpits  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1123 

Ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4816 

Pails  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2223 

Dustbins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...10091 

Loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2366 

Houses  scavenged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...18298 


Water  Supply — 

Water  certificates  granted  (No.  of  houses)  ...  72 

Water  certificates  granted  (pipe  water)  ...  ol 

Water  certificates  granted  (well  water)  ...  o 

Water  certificates  granted  (soft  water  tanks)  ...  16 

Water  samples  from  wells ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  samples  from  rivers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Water  samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  8 

Sewage  Effluents— 

Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

River  Pollution  (Ins'pections)  — 

The  Bollin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Timperley  Brook  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sinderland  Brook  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Baguley  Brook  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Whim  Brook  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Plumbley  Brook  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

General — 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1098 

Pigsties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  17 

Privies  converted  to  Pails...  ...  ....  ...  6 

Privies  abolished  and  dustbins  provided...  ...  23 

Overcrowding  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Smoke  Nuisances  (observations  and  visits)  ...  96 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished  and  dustbins  provided  ...  4d 
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TABLE  58. 

Anuiial  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1910,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Bucklow,  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  ... 

. . . 

45 

6 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

W orkshops 

. . . 

124 

32 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

... 

116 

1 

Total  ... 

... 

285 

39 

2. — Defects 

Found. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 
Remedied  H.M,  of 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : — 

Inspector.  Prosecution. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

34 

34 

• • • • • • 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

2 

• • • • • • 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

3 

3 

... 

— 

— 

— — 

Total 

39 

39 

... 

— 

— 

— — 

3.— Home 

Work. 

Addresses  of  Outworkers. 
Received  from 
other  Councils. 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c.  ... 

File  Making 

4 

1 

Total 

5 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Class. 

Workshops 

Domestic  Workshops 

... 

Number. 

124 

116 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Registei’  ... 

... 

240 

5. — Other  Matters. 
Matters  notified  to  ILM.  Inspector  of  Factories : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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TABLE  59. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1910. 


NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  BUCKLOW  (RURAL). 

I.  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Are  the  following  in  force  in  your  District  ? 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  Yes. 

2.  Notification  of  Births  Act.  iVc, 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

May,  1910,  Sections  in  force  15  and  16,  52  75 

the  ivhole  of  the  District^  34  to  46  Dunham  Massey, 
Northenden,  Timperley  only. 

4.  Other  Adoptive  Acts.  P.H.A.A.  Act,  1890,  Sec.  29, 

30,31.  Part  III.  (vide  Sec.  50  j applies  to  whole 
District. 

II.  BYE-LAWS. 

Are  Bye-laws  in  force  relating  to — 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings.  Yes. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  No  (sec  P.H.A.A,  Act, 

\907,  adopted  May,  1910). 

3.  Slaughterhouses.  Yes,  the  whole  of  the  District, 

4.  Houses  let  in  lodgings.  No, 

5.  Cleansing  and  Scavenging.  No. 

6.  Offensive  Trades.  No, 

7.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.  No. 

8.  Other  matters. 

Were  any  new  Bye-laws  adopted  during  1910?  Yes, 
\9th  October,  1910.  Bye-laws  as  to  New  Streets 
and  Buildings  and  certain  matters  in  connection 
with  Buildings. 
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III.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  From  what  source  derived.  North  Cheshire  fVater  Co., 

Stockport  Corporation,  Knutsford  IJght  and  Water 
Co.,  Wells. 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

without  a proper  supply?  Several  Toivnships 
depend  upon  a supply  from  Wells  (^see  body  of 
report.) 

3.  Any  complaints  as  to  action  on  lead  ? No. 

4.  Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1910.  Eight. 

b.  Further  developments  required.  Extension  of  North 
C,  W.  Co^ s Mains  to  Woodhouses  and  Loiverhouses, 
Dunham  Massey  (^see  body  of  report). 

IV.  SEWERAGE. 

1.  Specify  any  works  carried  out  during  1910.  Sewer 

Extensions  Longleg  Lane,  Northenden ; Park  Lane, 
Northen  Etchells ; Thorley  Lane,  Timperley ; 
Bazley  Road,  Northenden ; and  Town  Lane, 
Mobberley. 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  District  still 

. without  a proper  system  of  Sewers  ? Parting- 

ton and  Styal  {see  body  of  report). 

V.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  On  what  system  is  sewage  treated  ? Open  septic  tanks; 

tanks  and  land  ; and  cinder  filters. 

2.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  during  1910  as  to  the 

outfall  works  ? None., 

3.  Any  special  action  taken  during  ipio?  New  tanks 

and  filters  and  sewer  extension  Town  Lane, 
Mobberley. 

VI.  SCAVENGING. 

1.  By  whom  is  this  carried  out?  Council^  .ntaff  in 

Timperley  and  Dunham;  and  Contractor,  Northenden. 

2.  With  what  frequency  are  the  following  scavenged  : — 

(a)  Midden-privies.  Every  six  iveeks. 

(b)  Dry  Ashpits,  Every  six  iveeks. 

(c)  Pail  Closets.  Weekly. 

(d)  Dustbins.  Fortnightly. 

(e)  Cesspools.  Not  emptied  by  Council. 

3.  Is  the  present  system  in  your  opinion  inadequate 

in  any  respect  ? The  question  of  scavenging  other 
Toivnships  by  Contract  or  CounciC s staff  is  receiving 
consideration. 


98 


VIL  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

1.  Number  of  premises  on  Register  at  close  of  1910  ; — 
Dairies  225,  Cowsheds  523,  Milksliops  6. 

2.  Number  of  inspections  of  these  made  during  1910.  614. 

3.  Number  of  instances  where  notice  has  been  served  for 

defects.  52. 

4.  Number  of  instances  where  legal  proceedings  have  been 

taken  and  results  of  same.  NiL 

5.  Are  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District  under  the 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  Yesy 
since  1891. 

VIIL  DWELLINGS. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1910,  37. 

2.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  overcrowding.  NiL 

3.  Action  taken  under  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Acts.  No  Notices  served;  some  houses  have  been 
closed  voluntarily, 

4.  Action  taken  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations,  1910.  See  body  of  report, 

IX.  PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION. 

1.  Any  system  of  notification.  Yes^  voluntarily, 

2.  Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  patients’  houses.  Yes, 

3.  Any  disinfection  of  ditto.  Yes, 

4.  Any  distribution  of  advice.  Yes, 

5.  Any  action  re  spitting.  Sec  No,  4 ; no  vessels  are 

provided. 


TABLE  60. 

(Under  Art.  V.  Housing  Regulations,  1910). 


Number  of  houses  inspected. 

„ found  unfit  for  habitation. 

„ of  representations  to  authority. 

„ of  closing  orders  made.  y Nil, 

„ of  houses  remedied  without  closing  orders, 

„ put  into  fit  state  after  closing  order. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist.  J 
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BUCKLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  4 to  12,  inclusive,  is  to 
be  considered  an  integral  part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — This  remains  unchanged,  and  comprises  30  Townships, 
whose  names  and  grouping  will  be  found  in  Tables  49  and  50. 
The  grouping  in  five  Sub-Districts  (see  page  55,  Annual  Report 
1903)  instead  of  four  as  formerly,  has  an  upsetting  effect  on 
Table  40,  but  this  is  the  last  time  that  this  Table  will  appear, 
as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
discontinue  it.  The  figures  resulting  from  the  ne\v  arrangement 
can  only  begin  with  1903.  For  previous  years  those  of  the  new 
one  are  included  in,  and  distributed  among,  three  of  the  four 
pre-existing  Sub-Districts. 

Public  Institutions. — These  include  the  Manchester  Con- 
sumption Hospital,  actually  in  Dunham  Massey  ; the  Baguley 
Sanatorium  and  the  temporary  Small-pox  Hospital,  now’  also 
belonging  to  Manchester  ; the  Cottage  Homes  at  Styal ; and 
the  Epileptic  Colony  in  Marthall ; 2 houses  belonging  to 
the  Cheadle  Royal  Asylum,  in  Northen  Etchells ; also  the 
Altrincham  Infectious  Diseases’  Hospital  in  Dunham  Massey. 

These  Institutions  have  now  become  collectively  so  populous, 
that  I have  decided  for  the  future  to  exclude  the  numbers  from 
the  estimate  of  ordinary  population.  In  1910  the  estimate  of 
inmates  is  183  Staff,  and  948  patients  (or  children).  The  old 
question  still  vexes  me,  whether  the  183  should  be  considered 
“ outsiders  ” like  the  patients,  or  should  be  included  in  the 
ordinary  population  of  the  District.  I have  adopted  the  latter 
alternative  throughout,  except  in  Table  39.  In  this  the  number 
of  the  Staff  is  credited  to  the  Institution. 

Population. — It  is  not  convenient,  in  this  District,  to  attempt 
to  get  the  actual  number  of  inhabited  houses,  because  application 
w’ould  have  to  be  made  to  30  different  Assistant  Overseers.  I 
am  compelled  therefore  to  rely  on  the  Surveyor  of  new  buildings 
for  the  number  of  new  houses  erected.  On  these  lines,  the 
figures  for  1910  seem  to  be  22550  in  the  District  proper,  and 
23681  inclusive  of  Institutions.  (Table  39). 

Tables. — A complete  statistical  history  of  the  year,  and  com- 
parison with  previous  years,  may  be  read,  even  if  no  comment 
were  added,  in  the  series  of  22  Tables  immediately  preceding  ; 
together  with  the  7 general  Tables  in  the  first  part  of  the  book. 
Six  of  them  are  ordered  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  one 
by  the  Home  Office,  and  one  by  the  County  Council,  (the  last 
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named  being  a new  one,  of  a highly  inquisitorial  nature  ;)  the 
remainder  are  added  at  my  own  discretion,  two  having  been 
used  by  my  predecessor,  (1877 — 1895,)  and  the  others  containing 
such  figures  as  I think  likely  to  be  most  interesting  to  present 
readers,  or  most  valuable  to  my  successor. 

ipio. — The  year  will  be  found  to  present  exceptional  features  ; 
for  instance  the  lowest  death-rate  on  record  ; and  the  lowest 
infant  mortality  figure  ; consequently  it  compares  favourably 
with  the  averages  of  previous  years,  though  these  averages  are 
themselves  steadily  improving,  and  so  setting  a higher  standard. 

Arrangement. — The  Local  Government  Board  has  cancelled 
the  Order  of  23rd  March,  1891,  with  respect  to  “ the  qualifi- 
‘‘  cation,  appointment,  duties,  salary,  and  tenure  of  office  of  a 
“ Medical  Officer  of  Health,”  and  has  issued  a new  Order  of 
13th  December,  1910.  This  is  issued  under  powers  conferred 
upon  the  Board  by  Sect.  191  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
and  therefore  practically  has  all  the  force  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Up  to  now  an  annual  circular  of  instructions  on  the 
writing  of  Annual  Reports  has  been  issued  to  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  (and  my  observation  of  neighbouring 
Districts  leads  me  to  believe  it  has  been  frequently  ignored  ;) 
now  for  the  first  time  the  Order  itself  includes  these  matters,  in 
a very  definite  schedule  ; and  as  I am  now  compelled  to  “ give 
“ an  account  ” of  them,  I propose  to  adopt  the  order  and 
classification  there  laid  down  ; (though  it  will  involve  a 
complete  remodelling  of  the  plan  of  my  Report). 

Art.  XIX.  (14).  He  shall  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each  year  make  an  Annual  Report 
to  the  Councif  up  to  the  end  of  December^  on  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances.^ the  sanitary  administration^  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District. 

In  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report,  his  Annual  Report  shall  contain  the  information 
indicated,  in  the  following  paragraphs ; together  with  such  further 
information  as  We  may  from  time  to  time  require: — 


XIX.  (14)  (a).  An  account  of  any  influences  threatening  the 
health  of  the  District,  the  prevalence  of  injections  or  epidemic 
diseases  therein,  and  the  measures  taken  for  their  prevention. 

No  special  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District 
are  known. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases.— (Tables  41,  49,  53). 
The  total,  123,  is  16  above  the  average  ; but  is  little  more  than 
half  the  number  in  the  preceding  year ; moreover  it  is  almost 
entirely  made  up  of  scarlet  fever,  and  nearly  half  of  these  cases 
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(Table  49)  occurred  in  one  Public  Institution  through  which 
there  is  constantly  passing  a stream  of  children  from  a Man- 
chester Work-house,  whose  ailments  have  really  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Bucklow  District.  The  deaths  from  these  diseases 
(Table  54)  are  two  only  ; one  from  diphtheria,  and  one  from 
enteric  fever ; and  the  latter  belongs  to  the  Knutsford  epidemic. 

Vaccination. — (Table  51).  In  the  11  years  up  to  and 
including  1906,  there  were  188  conscientious  objections,  or  an 
average  of  17  per  year.  In  1907  the  number  was  77  ; in  1908 
277  ; and  now  in  1909  it  is  358.  The  percentage  of  successful 
vaccinations  to  surviving  children  was  between  94  and  98  in  the 
first  period  ; 90  in  1907,  79  in  1908,  and  now  74  in  1909.  This 
is  very  greatly  to  be  regretted  ; and  it  is  only  modified  comfort 
to  reflect  that  other  places  are  even  worse  ofh 

Diphtheria. — 14  cases  ; 8 removed  to  Hospital ; 1 death. 
Carrington  had  1 case  in  January  ; Styal  (Cottage  Homes)  1 
case  in  February  ; Timperley  1 case  in  December.  Northenden 
had  4 cases  in  September,  October,  and  November;  and 
Baguley  had  7 cases  during  the  same  period.  Although  Baguley 
and  Northenden  are  adjoining  townships,  there  was  no  evidence 
(beyond  coincidence  in  time)  that  these  two  sets  of  cases  were 
connected.  No  schools  were  implicated.  The  cause  of  the 
outbreaks  was  not  definitely  established. 

Erysipelas.— 8 cases  ; of  no  importance. 

5carlet  Fever  — 94  cases.  39  of  these  occurred  in  the 
floating  child  population  of  the  Cottage  Homes,  (where  the 
daily  average  number  of  children  was  561),  spread  over  the 
whole  year,  with  a special  incidence  in  May,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. These  cases  were  removed  by  the  South  Manchester 
Guardians  to  their  own  Hospitals  ; and  really  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Bucklow  District.  The  remaining  55  cases  were 
cases  in  the  District  in  the  ordinary  sense.  17  Townships  had 
no  cases  ; 6 Townships  had  only  1 case  each  ; Carrington  had  3 
cases  ; High  Legh  4 (in  one  house)  ; Rostherne  4 ; Dunham 
Massey  5;  Northenden  6;  Styal  8;  and  Timperley  19. 
Distances  both  of  locality,  and  in  time,  separate  all  these  from 
one  another  ; and  the  only  one  that  could  be  considered  in  any 
way  “ epidemic  ” was  the  Timperley  outbreak  of  13  cases  in 
November  and  December.  The  Thorley  Lane  School  was 
under  some  suspicion  as  a point  of  dissemination,  but  perhaps 
unjustly  so,  as  the  outbreak  Avas  definitely  traced  to  the 
occurrence  of  several  unrecognised  (and  not  isolated  or  treated) 
cases  in  the  first  instance  ; and  it  disappeared  as  soon  as  active 
measures  Avere  taken. 
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Enteric  Fever. — Six  notifications,  one  death.  A fatal  case 
in  Tabley  Inferior  in  July,  and  a case  in  Tatton  in  November, 
were  part  of  the  Knutsrord  epidemic.  A case  removed  to 
Monsall  from  Northenden  in  August  was  there  diagnosed  as 
pneumonia,  and  the  death  lias  been  so  classified.  A case  in 
Plumbley  was  bacteriologically  negatived.  A case  in  North- 
enden in  July  and  one  in  Dunham  Massey  in  August  were  both 
imported.  The  Bucklow  District  therefore  had  no  enteric  fever 
of  its  own. 

Reverting  for  a moment  to  the  epidemic  in  1909  at  the  David 
Lewds  Homes,  a suggestion  as  to  the  missing  link  in  the  history 
given  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  pages  86-89,  may  possibly  be 
found  in  this  year’s  discussion  of  the  Knutsford  Epidemic. 
Much  greater  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  the  discovery  of 
“ carrier  ” cases  ; and  it  seems  to  be  possible  for  a carrier  to  be 
actively  dangerous,  and  yet  give  no  evidence  when  tested  in  the 
usual  way  (Widal).  All  persons  connected  with  the  dairy  were 
tested  in  this  way  ; we  have  only  to  assume  that  one  of  them 
w’as  nevertheless  a carrier,  and  the  whole  mystery  disappears. 
Such  cases  can  only  be  proved  by  repeated  examinations  of 
their  excreta  ; and  this  method  was  not  adopted  in  1909,  having 
not  at  that  time  become  sufficiently  well  known. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  occurred  at  Rostherne  in  March, 
and  was  fatal. 

Other  Diseases,  named  in  Table  41  (Local  Government 
Board  Table  III.)  were  absent. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. — (Table  42).  These  only 
numbered  7,  and  gave  the  inconsiderable  Rate  of  0‘31.  This  is 
an  extraordinarily  good  return,  and  Table  54  shows  that  1907 
and  1909  are  the  only  other  years,  out  of  twenty-one,  with  any- 
thing like  so  good  a record.  The  average  (Bucklow)  Rate  is 
0-90;  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (less  the  large  Towns) 
for  1910  is  0-74. 

Measles. — .3  deaths  occurred  ; one  in  Ring  way  in  December, 
one  in  Northen  Etchells  in  March,  and  one  in  Northenden  in 
April.  Notices  received  from  Schools*  only  included  1 case  at 
Carrington,  4 cases  at  Northenden,  and  1 case  at  Timperley. 
There  were  no  Schools  closed  on  account  of  measles. 

Whooping-cough. — One  death  occurred  in  Dunham  Massey 
in  July.  Notices  received  from  Schools  only  included  8 from 
Dunham  Massey,  8 from  Timperley  (2  Schools),  and  2 from 
Mobberley  (2  Schools). 


* I am  not  quite  certain  that  I was  careful  to  preserve  some  of  the  earlier  notices 
received.  The  true  figures  may  be  a trifle  larger  than  those  I quote ; in  this  and 
following  paragraphs. 
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School  Notices. — These  included  4 cases  of  diphtheria  in 
Baguley,  2 cases  of  scarlet  fever  at  High  Legh,  and  3 cases  of 
scarlet  fever  in  Timperley  ; of  all  of  which  1 was  already  aware 
under  the  Notification  Act.  There  were  also  47  cases  of 
Mumps  at  Carrington,  9 at  Partington,  36  at  Northenden,  6 at 
Northen  Ethells,  2 at  Baguley,  1 at  High  Legh,  and  2 at 
Mobberley.  Also  9 cases  of  chicken-pox  in  Timperley,  3 in 
Warburton,  and  1 in  Northen  Etchells,  13  cases  of  ringworm, 
and  5 of  indefinite  “ scabs,”  in  various  schools,  complete  the  list. 
I do  not  think  there  was  much  school-closure  required  ; but  I 
did  not  keep  a record.  Whether  the  information  so  obtained  is 
worth  the  trouble  involved  is  at  present  (in  my  mind)  an  open 
question.  Schools  are  disinfected  by  the  Inspector  whenever 
requested.  A suggestion  for  regular  disinfection  twice  a year 
during  the  holidays  had  to  be  dropped  because  there  are  nearly 
30  Schools  in  a very  wide  area,  and  nothing  short  of  a special 
stall*  could  have  undertaken  the  work. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — One  death  only  from  diarrhoea,  a 
baby  of  five  months  at  Carrington  in  May  ; and  one  from 
enteritis,  a baby  of  four  months,  at  Mere,  in  June. 

Influenza. — 5 deaths,  widely  scattered  both  in  place  and  time; 
all  complicated  with  pneumonia  or  bronchitis. 

Phthisis. — 9 deaths.  Rate  0*40.  5 of  them  occurred  in 

Northenden.  Disinfection  is  always  offered,  and  usually 
accepted. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — These  were  fully  described  in  my 
Annual  Report  1908. 

Since  removal  to  Hospital  was  commenced  in  1898,  the 
numbers  have  been — 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Removals. 

Percentage. 

1898 

46 

5 

10 

1899 

106 

16 

15 

1900 

96 

42 

43 

1901 

158 

50 

31 

1902 

102 

27 

27 

1903 

97 

57 

59 

1904 

117 

63 

54 

1905 

108 

43 

40 

1906 

106 

51 

48 

1907 

72 

43 

60 

1908 

105 

69 

66 

1909 

206 

173 

84 

1910 

123 

86 

70 

This  is  an 

extremely  creditable 

record.  The 

cases  in 

at  the  Cottage  Homes  are  counted  as  Hospital  cases. 

XIX.  (14)  (b).  An  account  of  all  general  and  special  enquiries 
made  during  the  year. 


104 


No  “enquiries”  are  as  a rule  required  in  the  Bucklow 
District,  snve  such  as  will  be  found  in  the  paragraphs  dealing 
with  infectious  diseases,  or  inspections,  or  other  such  matters. 

XIX.  (14)  (c).  An  account  of  the  work  ])erformc(l  hi/  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  yeai\  including  the  statement 
supplied  in  pursuance  of  Art.  XX.  (16)  of  this  Order. 

I beg  to  append  Mr.  Metcalfe’s  Report  in  his  own  words  ; it 
is  obviously  advantageous  to  have  a “first-hand  ” account.  It 
moreover  includes  information  which  will  be  referred  to  under 
subsequent  sub-sections  of  this  section,  as  the  basis  of  any 
comments  1 may  myself  add. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  IN  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3ist,  1910. 

I have  again  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
work  done  in  this  department  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1910.  ’ . 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — This  work  has  been  carried  out  on 
similar  lines  to  previous  years,  and  apart  from  the  regular  round 
of  visits  made  by  myself,  special  visits  have  been  made  to  each 
township  accompanied  by  Dr.  Garstang,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  the  townships  were  visited  in  the  month  of 
January,  and  several  cow-sheds  were  visited  in  each.  Special 
attention  was  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows,  utensils, 
milkers,  and  the  methods  of  dealing  with  the  milk  generally. 

Where  there  was  evidence  of  neglect  it  was  pointed  out  to 
the  persons  responsible,  and  much  trouble  taken  in  explaining 
the  importance  of  carrying  on  the  milk  business  in  the  most 
cleanly  manner  possible.  Much  good  has  been  done  in  this  way, 
and  I know  several  cases  where  visits  were  afterwards  made  to 
the  premises,  and  it  was  hard  to  believe  that  the  same  persons 
were  in  charge  or  that  the  same  men  were  employed  in  carrying 
on  the  business.  This  remark  especially  applies  to  the  cleanli- 
ness and  grooming  of  cows  in  Avhich  1 have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  there  has  been  much  improvement,  in  spite  of  the  occa- 
sional lapses  into  old  habits  of  those  that  have  been  previously 
“ lectured  ” by  your  Medical  Officer  or  Inspector. 

The  sheds,  where  modernised,  are  as  a rule  clean ; it  is  the 
old  narrow  shed  with  the  scanty  group  and  back  passage  that 
are  frequently  found  to  be  dirty,  and  which  should  receive  the 
special  attention  of  the  farmer. 

There  were  three  new  cow-sheds  built  during  the  year,  and 
several  entirely  re-modelled  and  made  into  very  good  sheds. 
During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a distinct  “ forward  ” 
movement  with  regard  to  the  type  of  new  sheds,  and  the 


105 


lines  on  which  old  sheds  are  re-modelled.  There  are  still  some 
“ bad  cases  ’’  to  be  dealt  with,  and  steps  will  be  taken  duriog 
1911.  Many  small  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in 
addition  to  those  of  re-construction.  There  were  515  premises 
on  the  Kegister  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  523  at  the 
close  ; the  number  is  made  up  as  follows  : — Cow-keepers  (not 
milk-sellers),  292  ; Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Cow-keepers,  225  ; 
Purveyors  of  Milk  (not  cow-keepers),  6.  There  were  14  appli- 
cations for  registration  during  the  year,  and  1180  notices  were 
served  (which  includes  the  lime-washing  notices  sent  out  in  May 
and  October.)  I can  again  report  steady  progress  in  this 
branch  of  the  department  during  1910. 

Tuberculous  Cows.— One  case  was  notified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Manchester,  and  this  occurred  in  the 
Township  of  Martliall. 

After  some  considerable  delay  the  coav  was  slaughtered,  and 
was  found  to  be  in  a very  bad  tuberculous  condition.  No  part 
of  the  carcase  was  fit  for  food,  and  it  was  disposed  of  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  your  Inspector,  so  that  it  could  not  be 
so  used. 

Anthrax. — Seven  cases  of  Anthrax  were  reported  during  the 
year  at  five  farms  in  the  townships  of  Aston-by-Budworth, 
Kingway,  Timperley  and  Bollington.  The  carcases  in  each  case 
were  cremated,  and  the  necessary  disinfection  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  the  County  Police.  There  was  a prosecution 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  cases  that  occurred  in  Timperley, 
and  the  farmer  and  the  dealer  were  fined. 

Food  Inspection. — The  work  under  this  heading  has  been 
carried  out  on  similar  lines  to  last  year,  and  (as  will  be  seen  by 
the  Table)  many  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  food  vt’ere  exposed  for  sale,  or  were  being  prepared 
for  sale.  As  last  year  there  w’ere  no  seizures  and  no  surrender. 
No  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  any  food  sold  being 
unsatisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  sixteen  slaughter-houses  in  the 
District,  and  these  are  frequently  visited  on  the  recognised 
killing  days,  and  several  nocturnal  visits  have  been  made.  The 
premises  are  usually  found  to  be  clean,  and  the  business  well 
conducted  ; it  was,  however,  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of 
one  of  the  occupiers  to  irregularities  under  the  bye-laws  relating 
to  cleanliness,  removal  of  offal,  and  the  want  of  proper  vessels 
for  blood,  etc. 

House  Drainage. —Many  houses  have  been  entirely  re- 
drained, and  new  fittings  provided  where  required.  The  drains 
before  being  passed  were  submitted  to  the  water  test.  Structural 
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alterations  to  the  houses  were  often  carried  out  in  addition  to 
the  re-draining.  All  the  old  houses  in  the  hamlet  of  Lower- 
houses,  Dunham  Massey,  were  re-drained,  and  connected  to  the 
new  sewer.  The  work  of  connecting  up  the  drains  of  the  houses 
in  Woodhouses  and  Dunham  Town  is  proceeding  slowly. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  and  House  to  House 
Inspection  — This  work  has  not  gone  on  with  the  same  expedi- 
tion as  in  previous  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Council.  Forty-two  of  the  houses  inspected  would  come 
under  this  heading,  and  the  inspections  under  the  old  regime 
would  thus  he  brought  up  to  a total  of  684.  Where  nuisances  or 
defects  were  found  to  exist,  informal  or  statutory  notices  were 
served  to  put  matters  right. 

The  system  of  inspection  under  the  new  Act  will  be  (piite 
different  to  what  has  previously  been  carried  out,  and  will  entail 
much  more  attention  to  details,  which  could  not  be  dealt  with 
in  a satisfactory  manner  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  The 
Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year  decided  upon  the  inspection 
of  a large  number  of  houses  as  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  decided  that  the  Inspector  should  make  such 
inspections.  The  necessary  Register  and  Notice  Forms,  etc., 
have  been  obtained,  and  the  work  of  inspection  was  commenced 
early  in  January,  1911. 

Water  Supply. — Water  Certificates  were  granted  for  72 
houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act, 
1878,  Section  6.  Where  the  water  supply  was  from  wells, 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  and  a satisfac- 
tory report  obtained  before  the  houses  were  occupied  or  Certifi- 
cate granted.  Where  filtration  was  recommended  by  the 
Analyst,  the  usual  practic-e  of  requiring  the  owner  to  provide  a 
Pasteur-Chamberland  filter  for  each  house  was  adopted.  VVhen 
it  was  found  impossible  to  obtain  a good  supply  from  wells,  rain 
water  tanks  of  adequate  capacity  were  provided.  The  houses  in 
Dunham  Town  have  now  been  provided , with  water  from  the 
new  main  of  the  North  Cheshire  Water  Co.,  laid  down  at  the 
end  of  1909. 

A scheme  for  further  extension  of  water  mains  to  Woodhouses 
and  Dunham  Massey  Station  is  now  receiving  the  consideration 
of  the  Water  Committee.  A further  extention  to  Lowerhouses 
is  also  contemplated. 

Smoke  Nuisance.— This  has  again  received  special  attention, 
as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  1909.  Many  complaints  were 
received  as  to  a nuisance  from  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from 
the  chimneys  of  the  Ammonia  Soda  Coy.  at  Plumbley.  Statutory 
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notices  were  served  upon  tlie  Company  to  abate  the  nuisance, 
but  there  was  no  improvement,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
take  legal  proceedings  against  them.  As  will  be  seen  by  the 
Table,  96  observations  (each  of  an  hour’s  duration)  were  taken, 
and  charts  prepared  showing  the  results  of  each  observations. 
Special  attention  will  again  be  given  to  this  matter  in  1911. 

Rivers  Pollution. — Many  inspections  have  been  made  of  the 
rivers  in  the  District,  and  several  samples  of  the  water  taken, 
although  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  submit  them  for 
analysis.  Several  cases  of  pollution  were  dealt  Avith,  and 
informal  or  statutory  notices  served  in  each  case.  These  notices 
were  complied  with.  The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee 
instituted  legal  proceedings  against  the  Altrincham  Urban 
District  Council  for  pollution  of  the  Sinderland  Brook,  and  a 
conviction  was  obtained.  At  the  Plumbley  Brook  a serious 
case  of  fish  poisoning  occurred.  Definite  proof  as  to  the 
defaulters  was  difficult  to  obtain  at  the  time,  but  from  evidence 
obtained  afterwards  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  poisoning  was  due 
to  liquor  being  discharged  from  the  Ammonia  Soda  Works  into 
the  Brook. 

Disinfection. — The  usual  practice  has  been  continued.  The 
clothing  and  bedding  from  all  infected  houses  was  removed  to 
the  Baguley  Sanatorium  and  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfector. 
The  rooms  are  disinfected  with  “ Konoform  ” or  “ Formalin,” 
either  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  are  afterwards  stripped 
and  distempered. 

Disinfection  in  Phthisis  Cases. — With  regard  to  this  matter 
I can  only  write  with  regret.  The  public  do  not  take  the 
advantage  of  this  part  of  my  work  that  they  ought  to  do. 
Where  information  is  obtained,  each  house  is  visited,  information 
and  advice  given,  and  offers  made  to  disinfect  at  regular 
intervals.  I am  very  anxious  to  do  everything  I possibly  can 
do  towards  stamping  out  this  disease,  and  yet  in  spite  of  all  the 
visiting  and  advice  given  there  is  seldom  any  response  from  the 
public.  1 trust  that  by  the  time  the  writing  of  the  1911  Report 
comes  round  I shall  be  able  to  show  much  improvement,  and 
more  good  done. 

Legal  Proceedings. — In  November  last  legal  proceedings 
were  taken  against  the  Ammonia  Soda  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  causing 
a nuisance  by  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  their  chimneys. 
The  Justices  imposed  a fine  of  £5  and  £5  costs. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  with 
regard  to  any  other  matter  coming  under  this  Department  during 
the  year. 
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Scavenging  and  Removal  of  Refuse. — 


Dunham  Massey ^ Timperley^  and  Northenden. — The  scaveng- 
ing in  Northenden  has  been  carried  out  by  Contract,  and  in 
Dunham  Massey  and  Tiinperley  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  of 
workmen.  The  following  is  a return  of  the  work  done  in  each 
township  during  the  year  : — 


^Houses  scavenged 
Ashpits  emptied 
Dustbins  emptied 
Pails  emptied 
Loads  removed 


Dunham. 

3265 

967 

2020 

428 

761 


Timperley. 

9333 

1598 

4677 

1795 

998 


Northenden, 

5700 

1190 

3394 

Nil. 

607 


149  loads  of  manure 
from  Timperley. 


were  sold  from  Dunham  Massey  and  276 
R.  M.  METCALFE, 


February  20th,  1911, 


Assoc,  Royal  Sa?i,  Inst., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


XIX.  (14)  (d) . A statement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  or  sold  in  the  District. 

This  is  essentially  a milk-producing  District.  No  cows  are 
permanently  tied  up  ; all  are  turned  out  on  grass  throughout 
the  summer,  and  as  much  as  the  weather  allows  in  the  other 
seasons.  Cowsheds  are  steadily  being  improved,  and  the 
average  cleanliness  of  the  cattle  is  better.  There  are  however 
still  to  be  found  cattle  so  kept  that  at  a mid-day  inspection  each 
animal  will  be  found  with  hindquarters  and  tail  (and  sometimes 
udder  and  teats)  caked  with  dung  ; and  where  this  is  due  to 
causes  other  than  the  structure  of  the  shed,  I have  not  yet  found 
Act  or  Section  which  directly  deals  with  it.  For  further  par- 
ticulars see  Inspector’s  Report  supra. 

XIX.  (14)  (e).  A statement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
wholesomeness  of  foods  for  human  consumption,  other  than  milk, 
produced  or  sold  in  the  District. 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Council.  Other  foods  are  inspected  by 
Mr.  Metcalfe.  There  is  very  rarely  any  complaint  of  any  kind 
whatever.  Th^re  are  no  particularly  injurious  conditions. 

XIX.  (14)  (f).  A statement  as  to  the  sufficiency  and  quality 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  District  and  of  its  several  parts,  and  in 
areas  where  the  supply  is  from  waterworks,  information  as  to 
lohether  the  supply  is  constant  or  intermittent. 


* All  these  figures  represent  the  number  of  visits  paid  ; each  house  being  counted 
several  times  over  ; of  course  there  are  not  so  many  separate  houses. — T.W.H.G, 
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All  public  supplies  are  constaut.  The  North  Cheshire  Water 
Co.  buys  in  bulk  from  the  Manchester  Corporation  and  supplies 
parts  of  Dunham  Massey,  Ashley,  Timperley,  Baguley  and 
Northenden,  also  one  or  two  houses  in  Ringway  ; a few  houses 
in  Carrington  and  Partington  are  supplied  from  Manchester 
direct ; a few  houses  in  Tabley  Superior  and  Bexton  are 
supplied  by  the  Knutsford  Water  Co. ; part  of  Styal  and  a few 
houses  in  Northen  Etchells  are  supplied  from  the  Stockport 
Corporation’s  mains  ; the  remaining  parts  of  the  Townships 
named,  and  all  the  other  Townships  not  named,  18  in  number, 
have  no  public  Avater  supply.  The  geological  formation  is  such 
that  no  water-bearing  stratum  exists.  The  population  of  these 
areas  is  small,  and  scattered  ; and  no  large  schemes  of  supply 
are  within  the  bounds  of  financial  possibility.  The  private 
supplies  are  derived  from  surface  Avells.  In  a few  cases  these 
wells  pass  through  a stratum  of  clay,  and  reach  water  under- 
neath it  (which  is  of  good  quality),  but  not  in  greater  amount 
than  suffices  for  the  users  of  the  particular  well. 

XIX.  (14)  (g).  A statement  as  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  or 
streams  in  the  District. 

The  largest  stream  is  the  Bollin.  It  is  considerably  polluted 
before  it  reaches  this  District.  In  the  District  there  is  not  much 
pollution.  The  Bollin  receives  sewage  effluents  from  Wilmslow, 
Styal,  Hale,  and  Bowdon.  Sinderland  Brook  is  the  unfortunate 
recipient  of  storm  overflows  from  the  Altrincham  and  Timperley 
sewers,  also  of  the  more  or  less  purified  effluents  from  the 
sewage  Avorks.  At  times  pollution  is  considerable.  The  Whim 
brook  receives  sewage  effluents  from  Wilmslow.  The  Plumbley 
brook  is  liable  to  be  polluted  by  new  chemical  works.  The 
Bed  ley  brook  is  polluted  by  crude  seAvage  from  ('helford  village 
and  other  places. 

XIX.  (14)  (h).  A statement  as  to  the  character  and  sufficiencg 
of  the  arranr/ements  for  the  drainage^  seiverape^  and  sewage  disposal 
in  all  parts  of  the  District. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  is  generally  good  and  sufficient,  Avhere 
scAvers  exist.  About  100  houses  in  Dunham  Massey  have  long 
drained,  by  agreement,  into  the  Altrincham  sewers.  20  houses 
ill  Northen  Etchells  drain  into  the  Clieadle  and  Gatley  seAvers. 
A dozen  houses  in  Tabley  Superior  and  Bexton  drain  into  the 
Knutsford  sewers. 

Timperleg. — There  is  a daily  flow  of  some  110,000  gallons  at 
the  outfall  works  at  Dark  Lane,  (Dunham  Massey),  Avhere 
there  are  small  tanks  and  cinder  filters.  The  sewage  is  very 
dilute  ; and,  as  the  sewer  is  old,  1 have  little  doubt  that  a large 
([uantity  of  subsoil  Avater  finds  an  entrance.  d'here  Avere  no 
unfavourable  reports  from  the  Mersey  and  IrAvell  «Joint  Com- 
mittee during  1910. 
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Dunham  Massey. — The  normal  dry  weather  flow  is  estimated 
at  125,000  gallons,  at  the  new  works  at  Woodhouses.  Here  also 
the  ontfall  sewer  includes  a mile  of  culvert,  onl^^  one  brick  in 
thickness,  3 ft.  9 in.  by  2 ft.  3 in.,  and  no  doubt  much  subsoil 
water  enters  this.  There  are  two  open  tanks,  capacity  120,000 
gallons,  and  14  acres  of  land,  10  of  which  are  laid  out  for  broad 
irrigation.  Sludge  from  the  tanks  is  dried  and  carted  away. 
No  unfavourable  repoi-ts  during  1910. 

Northenden. — Dry  weather  flow  estimated  at  95,000  gallons. 
Two  tanks,  capacity  13,500  gallons.  Two  cinder  filters,  3^  feet 
deep,  used  alternately  ; 270  square  yards  area.  4^  acres  of 
land  is  also  used  for  broad  irrigation,  and  willows  are  grown. 
No  unfavourable  reports  during  1910. 

StyaL — There  is  a private  sewage  works  at  the  Cottage 
Homes.  It  is  generally  unsatisfactory.  The  old  village  has 
hitherto  drained  into  the  Bollin.  A new  village  is  growing  up, 
owing  to  the  new  railway  and  railway-station  offering  new  con- 
veniences. A sewage  scheme  with  outfall  works  is  wanted. 

iiostherne. — The  new  ])roperty  recently  erected,  and  part  of 
the  old  village,  is  now  being  drained  by  the  owner  ( Lord 
Egerton  of  Tatton)  by  a private  scheme. 

Mohherlcy, — A very  small  new  outfall,  (tank  and  cinder 
filters),  is  just  approaching  completion,  to  serve  Town  Lane. 
Another  small  scheme,  for  Hall  Bank,  is  needed. 

Partinyton.—  Part  of  the  village  drains  into  a ditch,  which 
communicates  Avith  the  8hip  ('anal.  The  ditch  is  cleaned  out, 
and  attended  to,  by  the  Parish  C’onncil  ; here  again  proper  out- 
fall works  would  seem  to  be  indicated. 

Peover  Superior. — Here  the  old  ])roblems  of  Parkgate  and 
Peover  Heath  remain  unsolved,  and  apparently  insoluble. 

Baguley. — About  a dozen  houses  drain  into  ‘‘Brookes’s  SeAver.'’ 
NeAv  houses  have  been  erected  in  Dunge  Lane,  and  it  is  not 
suitable  to  the  particular  case  to  continue  to  make  a separate 
cesspool  for  each.  A scheme  for  a joint  sewer  and  disposal 
Avorks,  either  by  the  OAvners  or  by  the  ('ouncil,  is  needed. 

Martkall. — The  David  Lewis  Homes,  with  some  300  inhabit- 
ants, have  a private  sewage  Avorks,  from  Avhich  the  effluent 
is  pumped  onto  a large  natural  bed  of  sand,  and  is  there  lost. 
This  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Pedley  Brook. 

Remainder  of  District — Other  parts  of  the  above  T()Avnshi|)s 
(10),  and  the  Avhole  of  the  remaining  ToAvnships  (20),  have  but 
a small  number  of  inhabitants,  Avidely  scattered;  and  no  question 
of  the  provision  of  pid)lic  seAvers  can  reasonably  arise. 

AVA.  (14)  (i).  A statement  (ts  to  the  privy^  water-closet^  and 
other  closet  accommodation  in  the  District^  including  information 
as  to  the  approximate  number  of  each  type  oj  priry  and  closet. 
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There  are  30  Townshii)s,  and  several  Townships  contain  more 
than  one  village,  hamlet,  or  other  defined  area.  To  make  an 
accurate  statement,  each  such  area  would  require  a separate 
house-to-hoiise  inspection ; which  is  impracticable.  Such  in- 
formation as  I possess  can  be  gathered  from  my  remarks  on 
sewage  works,  and  from  the  Inspector’s  report ; (see  sub- 
sections (/<)  and  (c)  above). 

AVA".  (I-J)  (j).  A sttdetnent  as  to  the  character  and  efficiency 
of  the  arranyenicnts  for  the  removal  of  house-ref  use,  and  the  cleans- 
iny  of  earth-closets,  privies,  ash-pits,  and  cesspools  in  the  District. 

Nothing  is  done  by  the  Council  except  in  the  semi-urban 
])arts  of  Dunham  Massey,  Timperley,  and  Northenden  ; and 
this  is  reported  on  by  the  Inspector,  (see  (c).). 

Provisions  for  scavenging,  taken  from  the  P.H.  Act  Amend. 
Act  1907  are  in  force  in  these  Townships. 

One  or  two  owners  of  estates  have  private  scavenging  arrange- 
ments on  their  own  property. 

XIX.  (14)  (/c).  A statement  with  reyard  to  the  housiny  accom- 
modation of  the  District  as  required  hy  Art.  V.  of  the  Housiny 
(Inspection  of  District)  Rcyulations,  1910,  and  an  account  of  any 
other  action  taken  by  the  Council  under  the  Housiny,  Town 
Planniny,  1^'c.,  Act,  1909,  beariny  on  the  public  health. 

The  Regulations  were  under  tlie  consideration  of  the  Health 
Committee  uj)  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  year.  On  November 
2oth  I was  instructed  to  prepare  a list  under  Art.  1.  (3);  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Metcalfe  and  Mr.  McKenzie  1 sub- 
mitted the  following  “ ofi-hauci,”  viz  : — 

Nortiiendex.  -Back  Church  Street,  Church  Street,  Boat 
Lane,  Mill  Lane,  Ford  Lane,  Moor  End. 

Baguley.  -Floats  Lane. 

TniPERLEY. — Baker  Street,  Orchard  Phice,  Cow  Lane, 
Tannery  Cottages,  Wash  way  Cottages. 

Duniia3[  Toavn. 

Duxiiam  Woodhouses. 

Styal. — Oak  Cottages,  Village  generally. 

North  EX  Etchei.ls. — Moss  Nook. 

Parti XGTOX. — Kilnbutts  Terrace,  Lock  Lane,  etc. 

Carrixgtox. — Cottages  (Nr.  Post  Office),  Back  Lane. 

Mobberj.ey. — Towm  Laue. 

Peover  StTERioiL — Pcovcr  Heath,  Park  Gate. 

R( ) s T 1 1 E R X E, — Old  C ottages. 

The  Committee  thereupon  decided  that  inspections  should 
commence  wdtli  the  above  list ; this  wais  confirmed  by  the 
Council  on  December  14th,  Mr.  Metcalfe  being  appointed 
under  Art.  11.  Books, '&c.,  had  then  to  be  provided;  the 
Christmas  holidays  ensued  ; and  so  no  w’ork  was  actually  done 
in  1910  ; but  all  preparations  AA^ere  complete  for  a systematic 
commencement  in  1911. 


XJX,  (14)  (1).  A statement  as  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District^  ineludiiuj  a tubular  statement^  in  such  form  as  IVc  mat/ 
from  time  to  time  Direct,  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
District. 

The  special  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  39  to  43  inclusive  ; 58  is  the  one  required  by  tlie  Home 
Office  ; and  59  the  one  required  by  the  County  Council. 

Births. — (Tables  44  and  45.)  The  births  registered  are  240 
males  and  199 females;  total  439  ; Rate  19’3.  The  Rates  for 
the  Sub-Districts  arc  21*5,  15*7,  19T,  15  0,  21*3.  The  Rate  is 
the  lowest  but  two  (in  1907  and  1909)  in  Table  39  ; and  is  no 
less  than  5*7  below  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (less  the 
large  towns)  for  1910.  All  details  will  be  found  in  Table  45,  in 
a form  the  most  easily  appreciable. 

Deaths. — (Tables  39,  40,  42,  43,  47.)  The  total  number,  after 
correction,  is  220,  and  the  Rate  9*7.  This  is  the  best  on  record, 
and  is  2*7  below  the  average ; and  is  3*9  below  the  (crude)  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  (less  the  large  towns),  for  1910. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 
building  up  of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

15 

0-66 

February 

17 

074 

March 

28 

1-24 

April 

27 

ri9 

May 

20 

0-88 

June 

16 

070 

July 

18 

079 

August 

1 1 

0*49 

September 

21 

092 

October 

...  16 

070 

November 

15 

o‘66 

December 

16 

070 

220 

9 67 

Corrections  for  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  have  been  made 
as  follows  : — By  excluding  1 in  the  Consumption  Hospital,  6 
in  the  Epileptic  Colony,  and  9 in  the  Baguley  Sanatorium  ; and 
by  including  9 in  the  Knutsford  Workhouse,  5 in  the  Altrincham 
Hospital,  3 in  the  Manchester  Infirmary  and  3 in  other  Man- 
chester Institutions.  1 death  has  also  been  excluded,  and  3 
included,  which  occurred  in  Districts  where  the  deceased  was 
not  at  the  time  resident.  1 death,  which  does  not  really  belong 
to  Bucklow,  remains  in  the  list,  owing  to  failure  to  identify  a 
drowned  body. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  is  28,  and  the  infantile  mortality  figure  is  64.  This 
is  the  best  on  record  ; is  37  below  the  average;  and  is  32  below 
the  actual  figure  for  1910  for  England  and  Wales  (less  the 
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large  towns).  Tins  is  satisfactory ; and  taken  in  conjunction 
with  what  has  been  said  before  as  to  general  death-rate  and 
zymotic  death-rate,  I have  no  hesitation  in  characterising  1910 
as  the  best  year  we  have  ever  had. 

Comparative  Position.— ( Table  52).  This  is  found  by 
examining  the  Tables  in  the  Cheshire  County  Report  for  1909, 
(note,  of  course,  not  1910),  and  in  that  year,  among  the  12 
Rural  Districts  Bucklow  held  2ud  place  in  zymotic  death-rate, 
4th  in  infant  mortality  figures,  and  5th  in  general  death-rate; 
a creditable  position  reckoned  by  the  standard  of  neighbouring 
Districts. 

XIX.  (14)  (tn  ).  rc  Midwicc.s. 

This  sub-section  does  not  apply  to  me.  I act  merely  as  local 
deputy  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; and  as  such 
visit  and  inspect  all  certified  midwives  in  the  District  quarterly; 
making  also  additional  visits  should  they  be  needed.  Results 
are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Having  now,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Metcalfe  and  Mr.  McKenzie,  (which  I desire 
cordially  to  acknowledge),  made  the  various  “ Statements  ” 
demanded  by  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  it 
only  remains  to  refer  very  briefly  to  such  small  additional 
matters  as  have  appeared  in  former  Reports. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — The  number  born  in  1910  was  12,  which 
is  2*7  per  cent,  of  all  births.  Among  them  2 died,  or*  16*6  per 
cent.,  whilst  26  deaths  occurring  among  427  legitimate  births  are 
6*1  per  cent. 

Mortality  among  Old  People. — 87  deaths  ; or  39  per  cent, 
of  all  deaths. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — None.  There  have  only  been  5 such  in 
the  last  nine  years,  among  2264  deaths  registered. 

Coroner’s  Inquests — This  of  course  includes  all  deaths  from 
accident  or  violence.  All  particulars  are  given  in  Table  48. 
The  list  is  shorter  than  usual. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases.— 1 death  in  Dunham  Massey, 
1 in  Plumbley,  2 in  Northenden. 

Cancer. — 20  deaths.  Rate  0*88.  5 cases  occurred  in  Tim- 

perley  ; 2 each  in  Mobberley,  Northen  Etchells  and  Styal  ; and 
1 each  in  Dunham  Massey,  Aston,  Bollington,.  High  Legh, 
Millington,  Peover  Superior,  Baguley,  Carrington  and  North- 
enden. Ages  from  17  to  83  years  ; average  58  years,  4 males, 
16  females.  In  no  less  than  15  cases  the  digestive  tract  was 
involved  in  some  part  ; the  others  were,  breast  3,  uterus  1,  bone  1. 
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Respiratory  Diseases.— 22  deaths,  Kate  0*97.  Much  below 
the  average. 

Alcoholism. — 5 deatlis.  o males,  2 females. 

Heart  Diseases. — 39  deaths.  Kate  K72.  This  is  the  largest 
individual  Kate  in  the  Bucklow  column  of  Table  2. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— Mr.  McKenzie’s  Keport  is  as 
follows  : — 

Systematic  Inspections  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  entire  District  being 
visited  often  in  company  with  Dr.  Garstaug  (the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health).  The  Kegister  at  the  close  of  the  year  shows  45 
Factories,  124  Workshops,  and  116  Work-places,  making  a total 
of  285,  against  274  in  1909.  335  Inspections  were  made,  and 

the  following  defects  were  found,  and  formal  notices  served  by 
order  of  the  Council  to  remedy  same  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  defective  ...  ...  3 

39 

In  re-inspection  it  was  found  that  the  above  notices  had  been 
attended  to  in  a satisfactory  manner.  There  are  now  5 Out- 
Avorkers  in  the  District  ; 3 in  Timperley,  and  1 each  in  Korth- 
enden  and  Hioh  Leoh. 

Complaint  has  been  received  from  the  Lady  Inspector  of 
Factories,  Manchester,  ?•<?  Kajah  Camera  Co.,  Town  Lane, 
Mobberley,  as  to  the  provision  of  inside  doors  and  locks  to 
Cubicles  used  by  Females.  Doors  have  now  been  provided 
in  accordance  with  request  on  Notice. 

Fire  Certihcates  have  been  granted  to  5 firms  whose  Avorks 
are  in  the  Dunham  Massey  and  Timperley  area. 

BetAveen  January  and  September  (inclusive)  1 accompanied 
Mr.  McKenzie  on  special  journies  of  inspection  to  every  ToAvn- 
ship  in  the  District.  Several  Avere  visited  more  than  once. 
Total  ToAvnship-visits,  47 ; number  of  places  personally  in- 
spected, about  120.  The  visits  are  made  in  the  Avay  described 
in  ]3revious  Kcj)orts,  and  are  additional  to  those  Avhich  Mr. 
McKenzie  is  regularly  making,  throughout  the  year,  Township 
by  ToAvnship.  We  have  A'ery  fcAv  Avorks  of  any  importance 
(from  an  inspection  ])olnt  of  view)  in  this  District. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 37  similar  ToAvnship-visits  Avere 
made  Avith  Mr.  Metcalfe,  including  all  ToAvnships. 

Miscellaneous  Visits. — 53  visits  to  Townships  were  made  in 
connection  Avith  Inspection  of  midwives  ; 10  visits  to  Schools 
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iu  connection  with  ontbreaks  of  illness  ; 1 1 visits  to  infected 
areas  in  the  same  matter;  11  visits  to  Townships  with  Mr. 
McKenzie,  and  14  with  Mr.  Metcalfe,  on  miscellaneous  matters. 

Surveyor’s  Reports. — Other  reports,  whicli  Mr.  McKenzie 
kindly  prepares,  are  as  follows  : — 

SURVEYOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1910. 

During  the  year  28  C'ertificates  have  been  granted  for  GO 
houses  which  are  now  occupied.  Footings  and  damp-proof 
course  for  33  new  buildings  have  been  examined  and  found 
satisfactory.  20  connections  to  main  sewers  have  been  inspected 
and  approved.  All  drains  to  new  houses  throughout  the  Coun- 
cil’s District  have  been  water  tested,  and  73  sets  thus  inspected 
were  found  satisfactor}",  being  sound  and  tight.  Licenses  have 
been  granted  by  the  Council  during  the  year  for 


Hackney  Carriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Tram  Cars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Drivers,  Conductors  ...  ...  ...  ...166 

vStorage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  6 

Storage  of  Petrol  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Main  sewers  have  been  extended  iu  the  Townships  of  Tim- 
perley,  Dunham,  Mobberley  and  Northen  Etchells  ; 90  yards  of 
9-inch  sewer  along  Park  Lane,  Northen  Etchells  ; 60  yards  of 
12-inch  sewer  along  Sinderlaud  Lane,  Dunham;  35  yards  of 
9-inch  sewer  along  Bazley  Road,  Northenden  ; 90  yards  of  9'inch 
sewer  along  Thorley  Lane,  Timperley  ;'  12  yards  of  9-iuch  sewer 
along  Beech  Avenue,  Nortlienden,  with  the  necessary  manholes 
and  ventilators,  A new  9-inch  intercepting  sewer  has  been  laid 
along  Town  Lane,  Mobberley,  to  divert  sewage  from  Sandhole 
Farm  into  a new  small  septic  tank  and  duplicate  filters  which 
have  been  put  down  in  Mrs.  Eden’s  field  behind  Camera 
Works,  Town  Lane. 

The  following  Private  Roads  have  been  formed  and  put  into 
proper  repair  : — Castleton  Street,  Huxley  Street,  Clarke  Street, 
Wright  Street,  Dunham  ; Brown  Street,  Bazley  Road,  Beech 
Avenue,  Northenden. 

A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  has  been  held  at  North- 
enden on  Friday,  December  16th,  wdth  respect  to  the  provision 
of  a Mortuary  for  the  Northenden  Township,  and  to  decide 
whether  the  same  be  special  expenses  chargeable  on  that  Town- 
ship or  should  be  provided  by  the  District  at  large. 

The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Committee  send  in  their  monthly 
reports  on  the  condition  of  the  effluents  from  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  of  Timperley,  Dunham,  and  Northenden. 
During  the  whole  year  no  complaints  have  been  received,  the 
effluents  being  classed  as  either  good  or  fair. 


116 


The  existing  sewer  in  Maple  Road,  Bagnley,  has  had  to  be 
cleared  of  all  deposit  and  put  in  proper  working  order  at  a cost 
of  £60. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BUILDING  PLANS  COMMITTEE, 

1910. 

I beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  123  sets  of  Building 
Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council  for  their  approval, 
and  2 letters  bearing  on  various  building  matters  have  been 
dealt  with. 

Of  the  Plans  submitted  103  sets  were  approved  as  drawn,  and 
20  sets  were  returned  for  amendments.  Of  these  5 were  not 
atrain  submitted.  The  Plans  approved  comprise  the  following: — 


Alterations  and  Additions 
Alterations  and  Additions  to  Farm  Buildings 
Dwelling-houses 

Stables  (other  than  Farm  Buildings) 

\y  ash-houses 
Work  Shed  ... 

Drainage  Plans 
Store  Shed 
Motor-house 
Laundry 
Club-house 
Shippons 
Lodge 
New  Works 
Piggeries 
Smithy 

Irishmen’s  House 
Mason’s  Yard 

C’onversion  of  Workshop  into  Cottage 


CANAL  BOATS  REPORT,  1910 


29 

12 

37 

3 

2 

1 

7 

3 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

4 
1 
3 
1 
1 


During  the  year  31  visits  have  been  made,  and  inspections 
made  of  63  boats  within  the  Council’s  District.  No  formal 
notices  have  been  required  or  any  prosecutions.  The  Boats 
were  registered  to  carry  276  persons  and  154  were  on  board, 
viz.,  104  men,  47  women,  and  3 children  ; the  latter  weie  under 
scliool  age.  No  complaints  were  noticed  ; the  general  condition 
of  the  boats  inspected  being  the  best  on  record.  The  emptying 
of  llilge  water  has  still  to  be  attended  to,  and  non-compliance 
with  regular  emptying  receives  my  closest  attention.  The  over- 
sight of  this  class  of  Boats  is  constant  and  complete.  4 Boats 
were  directly  engaged  in  the  nightsoil  manure  traffic,  mainly 
along  the  banks  of  Bridgewater  Canal  at  Dunham,  Bollington, 
and  Timperley. 


j.  McD.  McKenzie. 
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Conclusion. — It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  give 
much  of  the  foregoing  information  without  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Metcalfe  and  Mr.  McKenzie.  To  them  I again  wish  to 
express  my  thanks. 

I hope  I have  made  it  also  clear  to  the  Council  that  chauges 
in  the  form  of  the  Report,  and  increase  in  information  given, 
are  statutory  obligations  on  me,  arising  from  the  legislation  (and 
Local  Government  Board  Orders)  of  1909  and  1910. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

Viet, 

February  22nd^  1911, 
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Biddulph  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1910. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  5,290. 

M »,  »»  1901,  6,247.  Increase  957. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1910,  7,628. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by 
water)  5*057— 30=5.027. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,260.  lAt  Census  of 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4*95. J 1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  outside  the  District : None. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
persons  from  the  District : Union  Workhouse,  at  Leek. 
North  Stafford  Infirmary.  Congleton  Cottage  Hospital. 
Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  at  West  Heath, 
Congleton. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  localities  in  the  District : 
None. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  33*5. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  10*7. 

Death  Rate  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  0*3. 
Deaths  under  one  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  98. 
Each  birth  or  death  contributes  to  the  Rate  0*13110 
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TABLE  61. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  1.) 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  63, 


(Local  G-ovemment  Board  Table  IV.) 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 
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TABLE  64. 


(Local  Government  Board  Table  V.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 

Year  of  Age. 


JSame  of  District,  BIDDULPH  (URBAN). 
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District  of  Biddulph 
Births  in  the  year 
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TABLE  65. 

Shewing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zymotic 
Death-rates,  and  compared  with  average  of  last  10  years ; and 
Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to 
Total  Deaths;  for  the  Tear  1910. 
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TABLE  66. 
Births. 
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F. 
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TABLE  67. 

Shewing  Deaths,  Death-rates,  Deaths  from  Special  Diseases, 
and  Old  Age  and  Infantile  Deaths,  in  the  Four  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  1910. 
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TABLE  68. 
Vaccination. 


Total  Births. 
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Dead. 

Unvaccinated. 

Removed  to 
places  known. 

Postponed  on 

Medical  Certifi- 

cate. 

Lost  sight  of. 

Conscientious 

Objections. 

1896 

185 

159 

19 



4 

3 



1897 

• • • 

181 

161 

14 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1898 

• • • 

199 

153 

20 

— 

21 

3 

2 

1899 

• • • 

215 

145 

i 

4 

40 

1 

— 

1900 

• • • 

210 

163 

1 27 

4 

11 

3 

2 

1901 

• • • 

245 

218 

19 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1902 

• • • 

225 

178 

1 28 

3 

14 

— 

2 

1903 

• • • 

225 

178 

! 18 

0 

0 

23 

3 

1 

1904 

• • • 

215 

147 

23 

2 

42 

1 

2 

1905 

• • • 

240 

202 

19 

1 

15 

— 

3 

1906 

• • • 

235 

188 

37 

1 

5 

— 

4 

1907 

• • • 

245 

212 

7 

3 

5 

— 

5 

1908 

•• 

253 

191 

20 

5 

18 

— 

11 

Total  for  13  years 

2873 

2295 

276 

29 

207 

15 

33 

1909 

... 

257 

190  1 

j 

j 

22 

4 

30 

— 

11 

127 


TABLE  69. 

Shewing  position  of  Biddulph  in  the  County  in  1909,  coni' 
pared  with  36  other  Urban  Districts. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Best  of 
37 

Urban 

Districts 

Worst  of 
37 

Urban 

Districts 

Bid- 

dulph 

Figures. 

Place  of 
Bid- 
dulph in 
the  List. 

Birth  Rate 

37-4 

20-1 

33-1 

6 

Death  Rate 

8*4 

21*3 

15-9 

20 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0*0 

4-8 

1-0 

8 

Infantile  Mortality  

61 

205 

127 

18 

128 


TABLE  70. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

TOTAL. 

1890 



12 

2 

3 

2 

1 

20 

1891 

— 

5 

1 

5 

2 

2 

15 

1892 

— 

18 

3 

3 

— 

— 

24 

1893 

— 

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

15 

1894 

18 

12 

4 

3 

2 

— 

39 

1895 

— 

13 

9 

1 

— 

2 

25 

1896 

— 

38 

4 

3 

4 

6 

55 

1897 

— 

11 

1 

— 

5 

— 

17 

1898 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

7 

1899 

— 

110 

— 

5 

3 

— 

118 

1900 

— 

22 

1 

3 

— 

— 

26 

1901 

— 

— 

15 

2 

3 

1 

21 

1902 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1 

— 

13 

1903 

— 

5 

23 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1904 

— 

14 

30 

3 

2 

1 

50 

1905 

— 

11 

! 17 

— 

1 

1 

30 

1906 

— 

12 

28 

5 

2 

— 

47 

1907 

— 

4 

17 

— 

1 

— 

22 

1908 

— 

4 

26 

— 

— 

— 

30 

1909 

— 

26 

11 

— 

4 

— ■ 

41 

Total  of 
20  years. 

18 

329 

198 

49 

35 

14 

648 

Average 
of  20  years 

1 

16 

10 

2 

2 

1 

32 

1910 

— 

15 

2 

4 

— 

— 

21 

129 


TABLE  71. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Diarrhoea, 

TOTAL. 

Phthisis. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

1890 



1 











1 

6 

1 

— 

1891 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

11 

1 

13 

8 

2 

— 

1892 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1893 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

— 

7 

14 

6 

2 

— 

1894 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

1 

— 

1895 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

5 

7 

19 

6 

2 

— 

1896 

— 

3 

4 

— 

3 

2 

2 

14 

9 

2 

— 

1897 

: 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

7 

9 

— 

— 

1898 

I 

— 

1 

— 

12 

3 

4 

20 

5 

— 

— 

1899 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

9 

19 

6 

1 

2 

1900 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1901 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1902 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7 

2 

3 

14 

5 

— 

— 

1903 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

1 

1904 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

9 

— 

1905 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

3 

3 

! 4 

11 

6 

— 

— 

1906 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

11 

4 

1 

1 

1907 



— 

2 

— 

— 

i — 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1908 

i 

— 

3 

— 

7 

1 — 

7 

17 

1 

— 

— 

1909 

1 

i 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

' 3 

i 2 

8 

5 

— 

— 

Total  of 
20  years 

1 

11 

39 

5 

44 

1 40 

62 

202 

103 

12 

3 

Average 
of  20  Years 

! _ 

1 

2 

i “ 

2 

2 

3 

10 

5 

— 

— 

1910  1 

— 

i 1 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

TABLE  72 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1910,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Biddulph. 


Dwelling- 
Houses  and 
Schools. 


House 

Drainaee. 


^ Foul  Conditions  ... 

1 Structural  Defects ... 

J Overcrowding 
( Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging  Houses  ... 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  ... 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses  ... 
Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Water  Closets 
( Defective  Traps 
< No  Disconnection 
( Other  Faults 
Water  Supply- 
Pigsties 
Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades  . . 
Smoke  Nuisances  ... 
Other  Nuisances  ... 


Nuisances 

Abatement 

Abated 

Number  of 

Notices.  I 

after 

Notice  by 

Inspections  an 
Observation 
made. 

Defects  found 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by 
Authority. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

• 216 

69 

64 

5 

64 

3 

. 108 

30 

25 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

55 

18 

17 

I 

17 

I 

; 

Inspec 

ted  Qu 

arterly 

33 

15 

15 

15 

• 15 

15 

15 

15  ■ 

I So 

86 

81 

5 

; 81 

3 

25 

3 

3 

3 

21 

3 

3 

3 

668 

239 

225 

16 

1 225 

10 

Totals 


Frecautions  against  Infections  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 


Nos. 

I 

35 

I 


February,  1911. 


S.  GIBSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  73. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1910,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Biddulph,  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

W orkshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

Total  ... 


Number  of 
Written 

Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
12 

85  2 


97  2 


2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied  H.M,  of 

Inspector.  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Plealth  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  5 5 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  2 2 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  2 2 


Total  9 9 


4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Class.  Number. 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...  44 


5. — Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  HM.  Inspector  of  Factories : — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
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TABLE  74. 

(Under  Art.  V.  Housing  Regulations,  1910). 


Number  of  houses  inspected. 

„ found  unfit  for  habitation. 

„ of  representations  to  authority. 

„ of  closing  orders  made.  NiL 

„ of  houses  remedied  without  closing  orders, 

„ put  into  fit  state  after  closing  order. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist. 


BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Note. — The  matter  found  on  pages  4 to  12,  inclusive,  is  to 
be  read  as  a part  of  this  Report. 

Area. — Unchanged, 

Particular  Features. — There  are  no  Public  Institutions  in 
the  District,  (save  the  temporary  Isolation  Hospital);  no 
Canals;  and  no  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Population. — This  is  now  estimated  to  be  7628;  new  houses 
are  constantly  springing  up,  and  the  population  steadily  increas- 
ing. A new  Census  is  due  in  a couple  of  months,  which  will 
remove  existing  uncertainties,  and  give  a fresh  start  on  accurate 
numbers. 

Tables. — A complete  statistical  history  of  the  year,  and  com- 
parison with  previous  years,  may  be  read,  even  if  no  comment 
were  added,  in  the  series  of  14  Tables  immediately  preceding; 
together  with  the  7 general  Tables  in  the  first  part  of  the  book. 
Five  of  them  are  ordered  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  one 
by  the  Home  Office,  and  one  by  the  County  Council  ; the 
remainder  are  added  at  my  own  discretion,  two  having  been  used 
by  my  predecessor  (1877 — 1895,)  and  the  others  containing  such 
figures  as  I think  likely  to  be  most  interesting  to  present  readers, 
or  most  valuable  to  my  successor. 

iQio. — The  year  will  be  found  to  present  exceptional  features, 
including  the  lowest  general  and  zymotic  death-rates  ever 
recorded  ; and  a very  small  amount  of  infectious  disease  ; conse- 
quently it  compares  favourably  Avith  the  averages  of  previous 
years,  though  these  averages  are  themselves  steadily  improving, 
and  so  setting  a higher  standard. 

Arrangement. — The  Local  Government  Board  has  can- 
celled the  Order  of  23rd  March,  1891,  with  respect  to  “the 
“ qualification,  appointment,  duties,  salary,  and  tenure  of  office 
“ of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,”  and  has  issued  a new  Order 
of  13th  December,  1910.  This  is  issued  under  powers  conferred 
upon  the  Board  by  Sect.  191  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
and  therefore  practically  has  all  the  force  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Up  to  now,  an  annual  circular  of  instructions  on  the 
writing  of  Annual  Reports  has  been  issued  to  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  ; now  for  the  first  time  the  Order  itself  in- 
cludes these  matters,  in  a very  definite  schedule  ; and  as  1 am 
now  compelled  to  “ give  an  account”  of  them,  I propose  to  adopt 
the  order  and  classification  there  laid  down  ; (though  it  Avill 
involve  a complete  re-modelling  of  the  plan  of  my  Report.) 
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Art.  XIX.  (14).  He  shall  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each  year  make  an  Annual  Report 
to  the  Council,  up  to  the  end  of  December,  on  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances, the  sanitary  administration,  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District. 

In  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report,  his  Annual  Report  shall  contain  the  information 
indicated  in  the  following  paragraphs ; together  icith  such  further 
information  as  We  may  from  time  to  time  require: — 


XIX.  (14)  (a).  An  account  of  any  influences  threatening  the 
health  of  the  District,  the  prevalence  of  injections  or  epidemic 
diseases  therein,  and  the  measures  taken  for  their  prevention. 

No  special  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District 
are  known. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases.— (Tables  62  and  70). 
The  total  is  only  21  ; a number  which  is  among  the  lowest 
recorded  in  21  years.  The  District  has  been  extremely 
fortunate  in  this  respect,  over  that  whole  period. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Cases  admitted,  8 scarlet  fever,  1 diph- 
theria, 4 enteric  fever.  Deaths  1 diphtheria,*  and  1 scarlet 
fever. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases.— (Table  71).  Only  3 in  all  ; 
Rate  0*4.  This  is  the  lowest  Rate  for  very  many  years,  save 
only  1907.  It  is  0*96  below  the  average  ; and  is  0-35  below  the 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (without  the  large  towns)  for 
1910. 

Vaccination. — (Table  68).  In  11  years  prior  to  1907  there 
were  only  17  conscientious  objections  ; in  1907  there  were  5 ; 
in  1908  11  ; and  now  again  in  1909  11.  Compared  with  many 
other  places  this  is  a surprisingly  good  result. 

Diphtheria. — Only  2 cases  ; one  in  January,  (which  proved 
fatal  3 days  after  removal  to  hospital),  and  one  in  May,  (abdut 
which  there  was  a good  deal  of  doubt). 

Scarlet  Fever. — 15  cases  ; 1 in  February,  2 in  April,  1 in 
May,  2 in  September,  1 in  October,  2 in  November,  and  6 in 
December. 


* These  deaths  were  reported  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Congleton,  in 
January,  1911,  after  the  first  part  of  this  book  was  actually  in  print ; and  after  all  the 
Tables  were  completed.  The  scarlet  fever  death  is  included  in  them  as  it  happens  ; 
but  the  diphtheria  death  is  not.  It  should  therefore  be  added  to  Table  71,  making 
the  total  3,  and  the  Rate  0'4. 
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A child,  admitted  to  hospital  September  8th  was  discharged 
December  3rd,  and  must  have  been  still  infectious  (there  was  a 
persistent  and  troublesome  ear-discharge)  as  the  mother  and 
two  other  children  developed  the  disease  on  the  16th  ; and  all 
four  were  promptly  removed  to  the  hospital.  This  accounts  for 
the  majority  of  the  December  cases. 

Thus,  for  yet  another  year,  this  disease,  so  common  and 
prevalent,  has  failed  to  effect  a lodgement  in  Biddulph.  There 
has  been  no  epidemic  since  1899,  so  that  there  must  be  now  some 
two  thousand  children  in  the  Township,  under  12  years  of  age, 
who  have  never  had  it. 

Enteric  Fever. — 4 cases.  One  occurred  in  March,  and  was 
sent  to  hospital,  wdiere  the  Medical  Officer  was  of  opinion  that 
the  case  was  not  enteric.  The  other  3 occurred  in  June  and 
July  ; all  were  sent  to  hospital,  and  all  recovered.  One  of  them 
was  an  isolated  case  ; the  other  two  were  a husband  and  wife 
who  were  probably  infected  from  the  wife’s  relatives  in  Rushton. 

Other  Diseases. — All  other  notifiable  diseases  were  absent. 

Measles. — No  deaths.  No  information. 

Whooping  Cough.— Ditto. 

Influenza.  —Ditto. 

Diarrhoea. — One  death  occurred  in  September,  a child  of  six 
months.  A child  of  2 years  died  of  gastritis  in  April  ; and  a 
baby  of  11  days  of  enteritis  in  November. 

Phthisis. — No  deaths.  No  notifications. 

XIX.  (14)  (b).  An  account  of  all  general  and  special  enquiries 
made  during  the  year. 

No  “encpiiries”  were  made,  save  such  as  can  be  found  in  the 
paragraphs  dealing  with  infectious  diseases,  or  inspections,  or 
such  other  matters. 

XIX.  (14)  (c).  An  account  of  the  icorli  performed  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  year.,  including  the  statement 
supplied  in  pursuance  of  Art.  XX.  (16)  of  this  Order. 

1 have  the  pleasure  to  give  here  Mr.  Gibson’s  Report  in  his 
own  words  ; it  is  obviously  advantageous  to  have  a “ first-  hand  ” 
account.  It  includes  matters  which  are  dealt  with  in  subsequent 
sub-sections ; but  reference  can  easily  be  made  back  to  it. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I submit  my  12th  Annual  Report. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  1910  the  District  has 
again  been  free  from  any  epidemic. 

For  years  there  has  been  a marked  antipathy  on  the  part  of 
the  public  generally  to  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  the 


Isolation  Hospital.  Happily  the  public  are  becoming  educated 
to  the  enormous  value  of  the  West  Heath  Hospital,  with  the 
result,  there  is  now  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  consent  for  the 
removal  of  patients. 

The  work  of  Isolation  is  carried  out  by  the  Hospital  Officials 
in  a most  perfect  manner,  there  being  nothing  more  to  be 
desired  in  the  way  of  comfort  and  dispatch.  The  patients 
report  that  tlie  treatment  received  in  Hospital  is  the  best 
possible. 

Scavenging. — Tliis  work  continues  to  increase,  and  to  be 
carried  out  in  a systematic  manner  by  the  Council’s  own  work- 
men. 1 have  already,  in  a tentative  way,  suggested  the  advis- 
ability of  removing  night-soil  from  the  most  populous  parts  of  the 
District  during  the  night,  and  hope  that  as  soon  as  the  new 
Council  is  elected,  this  may  be  sanctioned. 

Inspections. — These  are  regularly  made,  and  a great  number 
of  improvements  are  effected  without  being  brought  before  the 
notice  of  the  Council. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  formally 
opened  during  the  month  of  September,  and  from  the  first  week 
in  August,  when  the  Sewage  was  first  turned  onto  the  Bacteria 
Beds,  the  sprinklers  have  never  ceased  to  work. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Disposal  Works  are  giving 
excellent  results,  and  to  all  appearances  the  effluent  gets  better 
as  the  beds  become  more  matured. 

Sewers  and  Drains. — The  new  sewers  are  working  perfectly 
and  have  been  found  to  be  well  able  to  do  all  that  is,  or  is  likely 
to  be,  required  of  them. 

The  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  Gillow  Heath  and  Station 
Road  Districts  are  now  practically  thoroughly  drained  and 
sewered,  and  all  the  old  foul  conditions  entirely  removed. 

The  work  of  connecting  the  house  drains  to  the  sewers  has 
been  done  by  the  Council’s  own  uorkmen  and  the  separate 
owners  charged  with  the  nett  cost. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply,  both  with  regard  to 
quantity  and  quality,  may  be  said  to  be  perfect. 

The  old  cast  iron  main  from  Brown  Lees  to  Meadow  Style, 
which  owing  to  subsidence  was  constantly  breaking,  has  been 
taken  out  and  a new  service  substituted. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  are  regularly  inspected  with 
the  result  that  they  continue  to  improve  in  many  respects.^ 

The  white-washing  notices  are  sent  out  to  each  Farm  in  the 
District  and  are  invariably  observed. 
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Slaughter-houses  and  Bakehouses. — These  may  be  said 
to  be  satisfactory,  the  butchers  geuerally  keeping  their  premises 
very  clean. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Inspections  are  being  constantly 
made  and  better  conditions  obtained  where  required. 

S.  GIBSON, 

February^  1911. 

XIX.  (14)  (d) . A istaiement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  or  sold,  in  the  District. 

Besides  the  cattle  on  the  regular  farms,  there  are  numerous 
cows  kept  by  cottagers,  one  or  two  at  a time.  The  buildings  in 
which  they  are  kept  are  as  a rule  substantially  constructed,  but 
otherwise  are  often  defective  in  lighting,  ventilation,  or  drainage. 
These  small  holdings  are  scattered  over  the  hill-sides,  and  have 
a somewhat  rigorous  climate.  No  cattle  are  tied  up  permanently; 
all  are  turned  out  on  grass  as  much  as  the  weather  permits.  I 
believe  that  the  proportion  of  tuberculous  cows  is  much  the 
same  as  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Cheshire  and  Staifordshire; 
that  is,  rather  about  the  average;  but  apparently  no  milk  is 
sent  away  into  any  large  town  which  examines  its  milk  supply 
bacteriologically  and  follows  it  up  by  veterinary  inspection,  as 
no  information  comes  to  me,  from  year’s  end  to  year’s  end. 

Mr.  Gibson  informs  me  that  frequent  visits  are  paid  by  a 
County  Inspector,  and  that  complaints  are  rare. 

XIX.  (14)  (e).  A statement  as  to  the  conditions  affecting  the 
loholesomeness  of  foods  for  human  consumption^  other  than  niilh^ 
produced  or  sold  in  the  District. 

1 have  no  information  ; and  consider  the  matter  to  be  of  little 
importance  in  this  District. 

Mr.  Gibson  has  only  come  across  one  case  of  unsound  food 
(viz.  : fish)  in  his  twelve  years’  experience. 

XIX.  (14)  (f).  A statement  as  to  the  sufficiency  and  (quality 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  District  a,nd  of  its  several  parts^  and  in 
areas  where  the  .supply  is  from  ivaierworks^  information  as  to 
whether  the  supply  is  constant  or  intermittent. 

See  under  (c). 

XIX.  (14)  {g).  A statement  as  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  or 
streams  in  the  District. 

One  principal  stream,  the  Biddulph  Brook  runs  northwards 
towards  Congleton.  The  pollution  of  this  stream  has  been 
greatly  lessened  by  the  completion  of  the  new  sewage  works. 
There  is  also  a very  small  stream  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
District  which  skirts  the  Iron  Works  and  runs  into  Brindley 
Ford. 
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XIX.  (14)  (h).  A statement  as  to  the  character  and  sufficiency 
of  the  arraiKjements  for  the  drainaye^  setceraye^  and  seicaye  disposal 
in  all  j)arts  of  the  District. 

The  population  falls  naturally  into  some  five  areas,  viz.  : 
Bradley  Green  (the  lai’gest)  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  valley 
near  its  centre  ; Gillow  Heath,  opposite  and  almost  contiguous, 
on  the  west ; Brown  Lees  to  the  south-west ; Biddulph  Moor 
on  the  high  ground  to  the  east ; and  the  small  hamlet  of  White- 
more  to  tlie  north  on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  District.  Bradley 
Green  and  Gillow  Heath  are  completely  sewered.  Brown  Lees 
has  a separate  system  of  sewers,  whose  contents  (Mr.  Gibson 
says)  are  disposed  of  at  the  Iron  Works.  Biddulph  Moor  is  a 
scattered  district,  the  houses  are  generally  well  drained,  and  the 
sewage  dealt  with  in  the  ways  usually  found  in  such  places,  by 
cesspools,  &c.  The  township  bouudary  is  here  somewhat 
peculiar,  some  of  the  houses  being  in  the  Horton  Township  of 
the  Leek  Rural  District ; and  sewage  from  some  of  these  houses 
finds  its  way  onto  a public  road  on  the  Biddulph  side,  and 
creates  a nuisance.  The  division  of  authority  in  one  small 
village  is  unfortunate,  and  leads  to  friction  and  delay. 

XIX.  (14)  (i).  A statement  as  to  the  privy.,  water-closet,  and 
other  closet  accommodation  in  the  District,  inclndiny  infornuition 
as  to  the  approximate  number  of  each  type  oj  privy  and  closet. 

Mr.  Gibson  reports  the  following  approximate  numbers  : — 
72  water  closets;  858  pails  supplied  by  the  Council  and  50  by 
private  owners  ; and  about  500  privies. 

XIX.  {14)  (j).  A statement  as  to  the  character  and  efficiency 
of  the  arranye)nents  for  the  removal  of  house-ref  use,  and  the  cleans- 
iny  oj  earth-closets,  privies,  ash-pits,  and  cesspools  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Gibson  says  : This  work  is  carried  out  both  systemat- 
ically and  efficiently  by  the  Council’s  men. 

XIX.  (14)  (k).  A statement  with  reyard  to  the  hoiisiny  accom- 
modation of  the  District  ah  required  by  Art.  V.  of  the  Ilousiny 
(Inspection  of  District)  Rcyulations,  1910,  and  an  account  of  any 
other  action  taken  by  the  Council  under  the  Ilousiny,  Town 
Planniny,  §y;..  Act,  1909,  beariny  on  the  public  health. 

Nothing  has  been  done,  up  to  the  end  of  1910, 

XIX.  (14)  (1).  A statement  as  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
District,  inclndiny  a.  tabular  statement,  in  such  jorm  as  fVe  may 
from  time  to  time  Direct,  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
District. 

Tables  61,  62,  63,  64,  contain  the  figures  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Births. — (Table  66).  The  number  registered  was  130  males 
and  126  females,  total  256  ; Rate  33’5.  The  number  is  the 
largest  in  Table  61  ; though  the  Rate  is  1*4  below  the  average. 
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(this  apparent  anomaly  is  due  to  increase  of  population).  The 
Rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1910  was  25*0  only  ; 
showing  Biddulph  to  be  no  less  than  8*5  above  the  average. 

Illegitimate  Infants. — These  numbered  8,  or  3T  per  cent  of 
all  births.  There  were  no  deaths  among  them  ; but  25  deaths 
occurred  among  the  248  legitimate  infants,  or  just  10  per  cent. 

Deaths. — (Tables  61,  63,  64,  67).  The  number  registered 
was  79,  of  which  1 belonged  to  Basford.  1 occurred  in  the 
Joint  Hospital  at  Congleton,  2 in  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary, 
and  1 in  the  Workhouse,  thus  raising  the  total  to  82.  (See 
footnote  to  page  134).  The  death-rate  is  10*7 ; both  number  and 
Rate  are  seen  by  Table  61  to  be  the  lowest  on  record.  The 
Rate  is  no  less  than  4*5  below  the  average  ; and  is  also  2*9 
below  the  figure  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1910. 

The  total  includes  50  males  and  32  females. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  deaths,  and  the  gradual 
building  up  of  the  Rate,  are  shown  thus  : — 


No.  of  Deaths. 

Actual  Rate. 

January 

lO 

1*31 

February 

5 

o‘66 

March 

13 

1*70 

April 

7 

0*92 

May 

12 

1-57 

June 

6 

079 

July 

3 

0*39 

August 

2 

0*26 

September 

3 

0-40 

October 

8 

1-04 

November 

7 

0-92 

December 

6 

079 

82 

1075 

Uncertified  Deaths.- 

-None. 

Coroner’s  Inquests 

were  held  in  7 

cases. 

One  was  the 

Basford  case,  M,,  24  years,  run  over  by  waggons  at  station. 
Two  were  held  in  the  North  Stafford  Infirmary;  M.,  23  years, 
and  M.,  40  years,  pit  accidents.  The  others  were  M.,  38  years, 
suicide,  temporary  insanity  ; M.,  42  years,  cerebral  hoemorrhage; 
M.,  78  years,  the  same;  and  M.,  60  years,  heart-failure. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 25  deaths  were  those  of  infants  under 
one  year  ; which  compared  with  the  256  births  is  as  98  to  1000. 
This  is  27  below  the  average  in  Table  61  ; but  it  is  still  2 abover 
the  figure  for  Rural  England  and  VVales  for  1910.  Table  64 
gives  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  ; from  which  it  appears 
that  about  one  third  were  ‘‘  un-necessary  ” deaths  ; and  should 
have  been  avoided. 

Notification  of  Births. — A nurse,  employed  in  the  usual  way 
by  a voluntary  Committee,  covers  the  populous  centre  of  the 
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District.  Another  nurse,  the  larger  part  of  whose  work  lies 
just  outside  iiiddulph,  covers  a portion  of  this  District  at  its 
southern  end.  The  rest  of  tlie  District  has  had  to  be  given  to 
the  first-named  nurse,  for  this  special  purpose.  Contributions 
are  made  by  the  Council  to  tlie  respective  Nursing  Committees; 
in  return  for  which  the  two  nurses  deal  with  these  notifications 
of  births,  and  visit,  and  advise  mothers,  and  supervise  babies, 
according  to  the  necessities  of  each  case.  The  figures  for  10 
months  of  1910  are  : — 


Nurse. 

A thy  a 
A 11  sop 


Cards. 

Visits  Paid. 

Still-births. 

Deaths. 

Left  District. 

177 

447 

14 

9 

V 

49 

298 

5 

4 

5 

226 

745 

19 

13 

? 

(Nurse  Cato  succeeded  Nurse  Athya  in  September. 

Nurse  Athya  reported  “the  people  have  all  seemed  quite  to 
“ like  the  nurse  coming  in  ; and  in  one  or  two  cases  have  sent 
“ of  their  own  accord  to  ask  for  another  visit ; and  in  a great 
“many  instances  have  followed  out  the  advice  given.” 

This  is  rather  faint  praise ; but  all  things  must  have  a 
beginning. 

Nurse  Cato  says  : “ In  the  short  time  that  I have  been  at 
“ work,  I find  that  the  visits  paid  are  always  welcomed,  and  in 
“ most  cases  the  mothers  are  willing  to  be  advised  on  any  matter 
“ concerning  the  baby.  1 find  the  general  ignorance  as  to  the 
“ proper  feeding  and  clothing  of  infants  simply  appalling.” 

The  last  sentence  is  full  justification  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Act. 

Nurse  Allsop  writes  : “ Visits  have  been  welcomed  by  parents, 
“ and  suggestions  made  have  been  carried  out.  The  children 
“ are  kept  clean,  have  been  properly  fed,  and  generally  speaking 
“ are  strong  and  healthy.  The  work  has  been  very  interesting  ; 
“ and  1 believe  has  been  productive  of  much  good  to  both  parents 
“ and  children.” 

Now  til  at  the  Nurses  have  had  some  experience,  I have  every 
hope  that  even  better  work  will  be  done  during  1911. 

Mortality  among  Old  People.— 29  deaths  were  those  of 
persons  in  advanced  age  ; being  35  per  cent  of  all  deaths. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. — 2 deaths.  Children  of  8 
mouths,  and  2 years. 

Cancer. — 3 deaths  ; Rate  0*39.  All  females  ; all  in  digestive 
tract.  Ages  46,  53,  69  years. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — 13  deaths ; Rate  T70.  5 of  the 

deaths  occurred  during  the  first  year  of  life,  and  3 during  the 
second.  These  ought  to  have  been  avoided. 
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Heart  Disease. — 7 deaths  ; Rate  0’y2. 

XIX.  (14)  (in),  rc  Mldwlocs. 

This  is  not  applicable  to  this  District. 

Comparative  Position  in  the  County.— This  is  obtained 
from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health;  the  latest  available  Volume  being  that  for  1909. 
Table  69  shows  that  Biddulph  had  a very  good  position  in  the 
lists  of  birth-rates  and  zymotic  death-rates  ; and  was  just  mid- 
way in  the  general  death-rates  and  infantile  mortality  figures. 

Conclusion. — It  will  have  been  noted  that  in  several  matters 
of  local  detail  1 have  quoted  Mr.  Gibson’s  statements  in  pre- 
ference to  making  my  owu.  This  is  due  simply  to  the  fact  that 
he  is  resident  and  I am  not ; he  is  in  charge  of  various  matters 
(scavenging,  water-supply,  sewage  disposal,  &c.)  and  obviously 
must  have  a better  knowledge  of  them  than  1 can  have  who  am 
not  resident.  In  fact  if  it  were  not  for  the  assistance  that  he 
gives  me,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  me  to  continue  to 
hold  this  appointment ; and  1 do  him  only  bare  justice  by 
frankly  admitting  it. 

To  the  members  of  the  Council  also  I express  my  thanks  for 
their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

March  9th,  1911.  D.P.H.  Viet. 
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Bucklow  Joint  Hospital  Board. 


This  is  not  a Keport  under  Art.  XIX.  (14)  and  (16),  of  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  Order ; but  is  published  at  the 
suggestion  of  myself  as  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Board,  by  the 
permission  of  the  Board,  for  the  information  of  the  various 
Authorities  which  comprise  it. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  Districts  forming  the  Board 
have  access  to  the  Hospitals  of  the  Manchester  Corporation, 
and  the  extent  of  the  accommodation  which  they  can  claim, 
were  explained  in  detail  in  my  Report  for  1908. 

Table  75  shows  all  particulars  of  cases,  Districts,  and  diseases, 
for  the  year  1910.  It  appears  that  174  cases  were  admitted, 
making,  with  29  remaining  from  1909,  203  cases  receiving  treat- 
ment. 158  were  discharged,  and  8 died ; leaving  37  in  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  62  cases  came  from  the  Bucklow  District,  4 
from  Alderley  Edge,  21  from  Ashton-on- Mersey,  12  from  Hale, 
44  from  Knutsford,  44  from  Sale,  and  16  from  Wilmslow.  At 
the. end  of  1910  there  remain  16  from  Bucklow,  5 from  Ashton- 
on-Mersey,  4 from  Hale,  8 from  Knutsford,  2 from  Sale,  and  2 
from  Wilmslow.  The  total  number  of  cases  sent  to  hospital 
since  December  8th,  1902,  is  1051. 

T.  W.  H.  QARSTANQ, 

D.P.H,  Viet., 

Medical  Adviser  to  the  Board. 

March  10th,  1911. 


I believe  there  is  an  error  of  one  unit  in  the  Table  ; but  it  is  hardly  worth  while 
to  re-compile  the  Table  for  the  sake  of  it,  on  account  of  the  labour  involved,  and  of 
my  having  no  clerical  assistance. 
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TABLE  75. 


Register  of  Patients  removed  to  the  Bagnley  Sanatorium  and 
Monsall  Hospital,  1910. 


Dvie. 

Disease. 

Buck- 

low. 

Alder- 

ley. 

Ash- 

ton. 

Hale. 

Knuts- 

ford. 

Sale. 

Wilm- 

slow. 

j Remaining 

from  1909. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  P'ever 

17 

2 

8 

I 

Remaining  in  29 

"C 

'g 

'T3 

OJ 

rt 

P 

■x; 

OJ 

P 

-6 

< 

r3 

p 

<u 

P 

S 

-a 

< 

dj 

SjO 

rt 

-C 

p 

t; 

ID 

P 

T3 

D 

s 

< 

XI 

D 

fcJ3 

"d 

X 

D 

P 

X 

D 

a 

X 

< 

X 

D 

W 

S 

P 

.a 

X 

D 

< 

X 

D 

a 

P 

X 

D 

P 

X 

D 

a 

X 

< 

<D 

rt 

P 

X 

D 

P 

1910 

Jan. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  P'ever 

7 

I 

12 

1 

I 

I 

3 

2 

3 

Admitted  i6 

Discharged  15 
Died  0 

— 

Remaining  in  30 

Feb. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

6 

6 

I 

I 

I 

6 

4 

I 

I 

Admitted  1 6 

Discharged  13 
Died  0 

2 

Remaining  in  33 

Mar. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

2 

6 

I 

I 

7 

I 

3 

2 

Admitted  12 

Discharged  12 
Died  2 

I 

I 

- 

Remaining  in  31 

Apr. 

Scarlet  F'ever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

2 

4 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

7 

2 

I 

Admitted  1 1 

Discharged  1 7 
Died  0 

- 

I 

I 

Remaining  in  25 

May. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

1 

2 

I 

1 

9 

Admitted  7 

Discharged  14 
Died  I 

1 

3 

I 

I 

Remaining  in  17 

June 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

I 

4 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

Admitted  4 

Discharged  lO 
Died  0 

2 

Remaining  in  1 1 

July 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

4 

2 

Admitted  I7 

Discharged  6 

Died  2 

3 

I 

I 

9 

2 

Remaining  in  20 
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Date. 

D.SE.SK.  h-- 

t 

Alder- 

ley. 

Ash- 

ton. 

Hale. 

Knuts- 

ford. 

Sale, 

Wilm- 

slow. 

OJ 

< 

<u 

CJD 

.c 

o 

5 

s 

's 

< 

a 

5 

't:: 

a 

Q 

V 

< 

T3 

<u 

rt 

"u 

a 

Q 

Tj 

V 

£ 

Xi 

< 

55 1 
cjol 

w 1 55 

5,q 

T3 

<u 

C3 

'§ 

5 

0 

5 

B I 

<- 

'T3 

1 <LI 

w 

'§ 

Q 

<L> 

s 

-o 

<u 

E 

T3 

< 

'T3 

OJ 

tjo 

rt 

Q 

Q 

Aug. 

Scarlet  P'ever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3' 

2 

Admitted  13 

Discharged  9 

Died  I 

i 

I 

{ 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

7 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

Remaining  in  23 

Sep. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

4 

I 

I 

4 

iL. 

4 

6 

6 

2 

I 

> 

I 

Admitted  20 
Discharged  16 
Died  0 

I 

! 

2 

I 

Remaining  in  27 

Oct. 

Scarlet  h'ever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

6 

...I 

I 

4 

i! 

'3 

Admitted  19 

Discharged  8 

Died  I 

I 

I 

I 

...| 

7 

I 

I 

Remaining  in  37 

Nov. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

6'  I 

I 

6 

_ 

3 

I 

7 

3 

4 

Admitted  1 7 

Discharged  22 
L)ied  I 

I 

1 

2 

3 

I 

I 

1 

! 

Remaining  in  31 

Dec. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enterie  Fever 

8 

I 

3 

3 

I 

3 

1 

2 

I 

2 

I 

3 

Admitted  21 
Discharged  1 5 
Died  0 

i::: 

I 

6 

Remaining  in  37 

Totals  | 

35 

7 

3 

38 

5 

I 

I 

1 

4 

4 

16 

3 

T I 

I 

5 

6 
I 

3 

...| 

1 

I 

20 

23 

15 

17 

1 

3 

33 

2 

I 

39 

I 

I 

1 

14 

I 

13 

I 

Totals. 

. 

£ 

1 55 

t/) 

Q 

0 

'V 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

127 

19 

28 

125 

14 

19 

3 

5 

174 

158 

8 

( Private  and  Confidential ). 
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AFTER-WORD. 


To  THE  Reader, 

Dear  Sir, 

I should  much  like  to  add  to  this  booklet— which  may  be  the 
last  that  will  be  published  in  this  form — a few  words  on  things 
in  general ; but  there  must  be  a preliminary  and  distinct  under- 
standing that  this  is  not  “official,”  and  not  a “Report”;  but 
only  a comment  upon  certain  matters  such  as  any  two  citizens  of 
this  Kingdom  are  entitled  to  make  to  one  another  in  the  privacy 
of  their  own  homes.  Unless  you  agree  to  this,  the  letter  is  not 
addressed  to  you  at  all. 

How  then  does  it  come  to  be  included  in  a volume  of  official 
reports  ? Simply  because  I am  author,  editor,  publisher,  and 
very  largely  paymaster  ; and  so  I can  please  myself. 

My  first  Report  (1895)  contained  in  all  only  34  pages.  A 
later  one  (1903)  reached  156  pages.  As  many  new  “Tables” 
have  been  added,  from  time  to  time,  the  expense  has  grown  very 
largely ; and  I am  well  within  the  mark  in  saying  that  it  is  an 
annual  charge  of  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds.  Two  of  my 
Councils  make  small  contiibutions,  but  the  balance,  which  I have 
found  myself,  has  never  been  much  below  thirty  pounds. 

Of  course  I had  my  own  good  reasons  for  it,  though  1 need  not 
stop  to  explain  them  now.  The  point  is  that  the  time  has  come 
when  1 no  longer  get  value  for  the  outlay,  and  I therefore 
naturally  propose  to  discontinue  it.  Before  my  next  Annual 
Report  is  written,  each  Council  should  consider  (1)  whether  it 
prefers  the  volume  of  reports  for  purposes  of  comparison,  or 
whether  it  would  be  satisfied  to  have  its  own  report  by  itself ; 
and  (2)  what  arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  printing. 

I am  surprised  that  more  attention  has  not  been  given  to  the 
effect  of  recent  legislation,  (in  which  term  I include  Acts  of 
Parliament  and  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board).  A 
District  Council,  until  two  years  ago,  was  practically  supreme 
in  its  own  District.  To-day  it  is  subject  to  direct  control  by 
the  County  Council  and  by  the  Local  Government  Board ; in 
other  words  its  independence  has  disappeared.  You  have  not 
felt  it  yet,  but  you  will  do  so  some  day.  The  position  of  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  similarly  degraded, 
and  to-day  he  is  little  more  than  a local  deputy  for  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  if  the  latter  chooses  to  exert  his 
powers  of  supervision. 

In  all  similar  Districts  (to  those  of  which  I write)  there 
exists  a curious  discrepancy  between  theory  and  practice  in  the 


so-called  Health  Department.  The  Local  Government  Board 
in  the  latest  Order  instructs  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
‘‘ direct  or  superintend  the  work  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
“ in  the  way  and  to  the  extent  that  the  Council  shall  approve  ” ; 
and  instructs  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  perform  his  duties 
“under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
“ Health.”  And  in  the  accompanying  official  Circular  dated 
14th  December,  1910,  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  remarks  “It 
“ will  be  observed  that  the  wording  of  the  Article  has  been 
“ altered  so  as  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  Inspector  of 
“ Nuisances  should,  as  a rule,  act  under  the  general  supervision 
“ of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  must  be  regarded  as  the 
“ head  of  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council.”  Yet, 
as  everybody  knows,  this  “ Department  ” does  not  exist.  There 
is  no  head  and  no  subordinate.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  are  appointed  by  the  Council  as 
independent  officers,  responsible  directly  to  itself  as  employer 
and  paymaster.  N©  Council,  so  far  as  I know,  has  ever  attempt- 
ed to  define  the  direction  or  supervision  or  superintendence 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  vainly  imagines  to  exist. 
Any  work  which  those  officers  do  in  collaboration  is  so  done  only 
by  mutual  agreement.  The  words  quoted  above  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  Order  are  based  on  facts  which  are  non- 
existent. At  the  same  time  the  Order  appears  to  aftbrd  a con- 
venient opportunity  for  a new  start  to  be  made  by  any  Local 
Authority  which  may  consider  that  a real  Health  Department, 
instead  of  a sham  one,  would  be  of  use.  I speak  thus  freely  in 
the  public  interest  only  ; my  own  term  of  service  is  drawing  so 
near  to  an  inevitable  end  that  it  matters  nothing  to  me  personally. 

I have  some  knowledge,  be  it  more  or  less,  of  many  Districts 
besides  those  which  I actually  serve.  I say  without  fear  of 
contradiction  that  in  the  majority  of  them  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  has  simply  been  a “dead  letter”  in 
spite  of  its  mandatory  clauses.  Why  has  the  Local  Government 
Board  never  made  any  attempt  to  get  Authorities  to  carry  out 
its  provisions  ? If  the  same  indifference  to  local  inaction  con- 
tinues, I can  see  very  clearly  that  the  Housing  Regulations, 
1910,  (made  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.) 
are  going  to  be  equally  disregarded ; and  in  my  opinion  the 
fault  will  lie  at  the  door  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
itself. 

With  this  volume  I complete  the  publication  of  80  separate 
District  Annual  Reports.  How  many  of  them  have  been  read  ? 
and,  by  whom  ? 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

T,  W,  H.  GARSTANG. 


March  15th,  1911. 


ERRATUM. 


Knutsford,  p.  41,  3rd  paragraph,  delete  * after  J.J. 


